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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th April 2017 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, D Green, Dr A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3544.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Community Warden Jo Vos & PCSO Dan Smith.
3545.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr Venning declared an OtP interest in Agenda item 12.b)  Minute No.3555.b)


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.


3546.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March 2017:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record after a spelling mistake corrected. 
3547.
Matters Arising: 


i)  The Clerk reported that with regard to Minute no. 3534 Cllrs Smith & Sykes were now added to the Bank Mandate.


ii)  The Clerk informed the meeting that with regard to Minute No. 3523. c) a candidate is being interviewed on 15th April 2017.


iii)  Cllr Green asked if the Clerk had any information yet on the possibility of having entrance gates at each end of the village on the B2082.  She hadn't.
3548.
Planning Appeal

APP/E2205/W/17/3168192  Application No. 16/00947/AS  Tyle House Farm, Stocks Road.  Appeal against refusal decision from ABC for erection of 3 no. detached two storey dwellings with new access.  The Chairman explained that the Council had an opportunity to make further comment.  After a full discussion it was agreed, after a new vote on the original application was taken, with Cllrs Lloyd-Smith and Sykes being able to give their views as new Councillors, resulting in a majority vote of 4 for supporting the application and 3 objecting to it, that the Chairman and Clerk produce a draft comment for circulation that, when agreed, be sent to the Planning Inspectorate.


3549. 
Forward Task List – Update.  a)  Look for small housing sites – Meeting had been held with Simon Cole, ABC who had explained that the Borough Council was working on updates to the local plan and that they were seeking to include sites for a further 1200 houses.  There will be a public consultation in June or after.      b)  Brand PC assets – List drafted for agreement, then signs to be identified, quoted, procured and affixed?   No change.   c)  Church wall – Clerk had held a meeting with Peter Dunnet of Teamwork Tenterden after hearing that the corner wall alongside the PROW had stones falling out. He suggested taking all the ivy off after which he would be able to quote for repair.  He also looked at the rest of the wall.  It was agreed that he would quote for remedial work.  The cracks along the front of the wall are not considered serious and can be re-pointed. d)  Surface water drainage project with KCC – Highways engineer had failed to attend two meetings, now waiting for a third one to be arranged.  Nothing back from the Highways Drainage Team yet.   e)  SIDs – Clerk had met with Toby Donlon, KCC to discuss suitable sites.  These had been circulated to Cllrs and were agreed.  It was also agreed to purchase the data collection facility. Clerk to ask for quote and then to seek funding.   f)  Information files for Councillors – Clerk showed an example.    g)  VOICES proposals – Cllrs Mash and Parkin had made contact but no replies received so far.     h)  Review Standing Orders -  on Agenda.   i)  Painting Village Sign – Still outstanding    j)  International Dark Sky – Clerk had spoken with ABC officer.  The Borough Council had to review their street and other lighting  first but hope to come back to the villages shortly. k)  FAQs & Contact Sheet – On the agenda.
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3550.  To consider and agree parts four to twelve of the Council's Standing Orders.  
            Cllr Parkin proposed, seconded by Cllr Mash with the remaining Cllrs agreeing that the folllowing

            changes be made.  At 5. C the time be changed from 6pm to 7.30pm.  At 5. j xv change to

            'Review of the council's  Interactions with Residents and the Public'.    At 6. d change the end of

            the first line to 'does not or refuses to call an'.    At 7. Replace a and b with 'A decision by the 

            Council shall not be re-opened within six months except following a motion to do so approved by

            the Council'.     At 8. remove a and b and the gap between sentences leaving just one

            paragraph.   At 9. h remove 'by the'.  At 12. Gap required between b and c. 

3551.
To agree the draft policy on Use of Computers, Social Media and Digital Communications.  After a short discussion Cllr Green proposed and Cllr Venning seconded that the draft as circulated by the Chairman be accepted.  All agreed.
3552.
To further consider the proposed Contact List and FAQs.  It was agreed that the Clerk forward the list as she has it to all Councillors and see if the gaps could be filled.  The FAQs to be left for the time being.
3553.
To agree to membership of ICCM (Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management).  The cost of corporate membership is £90.  Agreed that this was a good idea and could help with the setting up of the proposed extension to the Cemetery.  
3554.
To agree to purchase a new Notice Board for outside the Village Hall.  This had been proposed in the last financial year to be purchased in this financial year.  The glass had been broken twice recently and the board was in a sorry state.  It was agreed to purchase one similar to the one at the top of Lloyds Green at a cost of £1530.11
3555.
Correspondence:


a) KALC – Annual Membership £399.88 plus £79.98 Vat Totalling £479.86  Agreed.

b)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Membership £50.  Agreed. 


c)  Mrs Caroline Everett – Has proposed the opening up of the Council's open spaces, by completely removing the hedge, from the gate in The Street up to the Garage on Stocks Road.


Cllrs had listened to comments made during the Public Session and after a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would make initial enquiries into this and arrange a site meeting with Cllrs.


d)  St. John the Baptist Church Crib Festival 2017 – Invite to take part.  After a short discussion it was agreed to take part in this at a cost of £3.
           For noting:  

e)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – Thanking for donation. 


f)   PKF Littlejohn LLP – Annual Return form completion and notice of date of Audit of 12th June 2017       


Previously Circulated by email:

g)  KALC – DCLG Notes on Neighbourhood Planning     h)  KALC – Great British Spring Clean Thank You.     i)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership     j)  Kent Community Messaging – Request for assistance for East Kent Messaging     k)  Kent Community Messaging – Specials & Police Volunteer Recruitment event     l)  Newsletter from UK Power Networks     m)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 11-24th March      n)  ABC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 12-31st March     o)  KCC – Road Closure on B2082     p)  Invitation to South East Water's Stakeholder Workshop with lunch.
3556.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker –  Replacement van purchased at the price agreed with Cllrs by email of £5,695 plus VAT.  The old van had been sold for £300.


b)  Finance 


      i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


      ii)  End of Year Statement and Receipts & Payments Account – Explained.   To be ratified at    next meeting 


           c)  Planning:


     Decisions received: 


      17/00175/AS  12 Swan Cottages – Erection of front/side extension to form annexe to form

                                         accommodation.                                                                                     Granted
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      17/01660/AS  Land adjoining The Beeches known as Trebyan – Clearance of three 

                                         redundant outbuildings and the erection of three bedroom dwelling and

                                         a detached garage.                                                                               Refused

                 17/00057/TC Tyle House Farm – To crown reduce by 4-5m two x oak (T1 & T3) and fell

                                        one oak (T2).  Split decision.     Fell one oak (T2) but place TPOs on T1 & T3 

                 17/00245/AS  Lordings – Proposed planting of Yew Hedge with wicker fence between 

                                        to create new boundary between Lordings & Lordings Oast                  Granted
                 17/00183/AS  The Granary, Acton Lane – General purpose store/garage to replace 

                                        existing garage – Change in access withdrawn                                      Granted


d)  Highways –  Clerk reported that she had had to ask for details on the recent road closure between the village and Tenterden.  She had also reported the leaking Fire Hydrant by the War Memorial Wall.

e)  Public Rights of Way – The locking of gates on AT87, the bridleway along the river, to be reported to KCC.


f)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard  - Nothing further.
3557.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:


i)  KALC – The Chairman had already forwarded his report.


ii) Village Hall Management Committee -  Cllr Parkin reported that a letter to organisations using the hall had been sent out asking them each for a representative to serve on the Management Committee.
3558.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3559.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  20th April 2017 7.30pm in the Village Hall Club Room  

3560.
Date of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:  9th May 2017 at 7.30pm
3561.
Items for information: 
            i)   In light of activity by other councils a suggestion was made that it might be possible to 


secure the Tyle House Orchard site for affordable houses as an exception site.


ii)  The Chairman informed the meeting that ABC had served an injunction on the piece of land off Budds Lane to prevent caravans being allowed on the site.

3562.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


 Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Green. All agreed.


 Proposed Cemetery Extension.  The Chairman updated Cllrs on the present position.
The meeting closed at 22.33hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


APP/E2205/W/17/3168192 – Planning Application No. 16/00947/AS  Tyle House Farm.

Mrs Miriam Lewis and Mrs Mary Walton spoke on this appeal urging the Parish Council to reconsider its decision.
Other Matters
1.  Mrs Everett further explained her request that the Parish Council should consider opening up our open spaces.  Mrs Miriam Lewis gave her views explaining that the hedgerow falls under the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 and would need a removal notice.  Hedgerows are key to an AONB.


Other members of the public also gave their views, some saying the hedge should be removed, some saying it should stay. 

2.   Mr Mike Kirby expressed his concern over a vehicle parking at the top of Budds Lane until it was explained why it was probably there.

3.   Disappointment was expressed at the Borough Council's decision not to allow the crown reduction of the two oak trees at Tyle House Farm as these were causing subsidence.  Our Tree Warden, Phil Willcocks offered his help.
