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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 6th May 2021 at 18.00hrs
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.1. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, Sam Collins, two members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4249.	Apologies & reasons for absence:   Borough Councillor M Burgess.
4250.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
             (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
             (iii) This meeting may be recorded for publication.  
4251.	To elect a Chairman and to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office:  Cllr Smith was proposed by Cllr Lloyd-Smith & seconded by Cllr. Sykes.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected.  The Declaration will be signed in due course.
4252.  	To elect a Vice-Chairman: Cllr Brown was proposed by Cllr Lloyd-Smith & seconded by Cllr Mash.  There being no further nominations Cllr Brown was duly elected.
4253.	To co-opt one member to the Council and to sign the Declaration of Office: Samantha Collins had put her name forward for consideration.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith proposed and seconded by Cllr Venning that Mrs Collins be co-opted, all agreed.  She will sign the Declaration in due course.
	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes. 
4254.	To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th April 2021:  Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.	
4255.	Matters Arising:  
Breach of Planning Condition re 18/00468/AS – Alleged use as holiday let in breach of condition 3.  I have now heard from the officer.  Her report is now with a team for review.  She will update us when she can. 
4256.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties: 
	a)  Village Caretaker:  Cllrs Smith & Sykes & the Clerk
	b)  Finance:  Cllrs Smith & Sykes
	c)  Open Spaces:  Cllr Lloyd-Smith
	d)  Highways:  Cllr Venning
	e)  Public Rights of Way:  Cllr Smith
	f)   Churchyard/Cemetery:  Cllr Mash
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4257.	To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC Meetings:  Cllrs Smith & Brown
4258. 	To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum or similar: Cllr Venning
4259.	To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Collins
4260. 	To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Social Hub:  Cllr Mash
4261.	To elect 1 representative to the Joint Parishes Transport Committee:  Cllr Brown
4262.	To review Standing Orders:  No known problems but will be reviewed at a later date.
4263.	To review Financial Regulations:  Operating under them at present plus any changes that were needed due to Covid 19 regulations, but will need to be updated shortly.
4264.	To review inventory of land, assets & office equipment:  Cllrs had sight of the Asset Register.  All checked and accepted.
4265.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks:  Following the deferment from the last meeting Cllrs had  now seen the renewal papers and expressed satisfaction with the arrangements.  Proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and approved unanimously.
4266.	To review ‘Interactions with residents and the public’:  Cllr Venning reminded the meeting that any issues should be put in writing to the Clerk and formally recorded, not put out on social media.  An updated copy will be put in all notice boards.
4267.	To review the Council’s procedure for handling requests made under the Freedom of  Information Act 2000:  No issues. 
4268.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with press/media:  No issues.
4269.	To consider possible aspirations for funding under s.106 arrangements in the event of its potential availability:  The Chairman explained that some funds may be available if the Stocks Road development should go ahead.  Agreed that the Chairman should draft a reply to ABC.  Cllr Venning asked if it would be possible to have a pedestrian crossing by the Village Shop.  Clerk to find out the cost.
4270.	Finance:
	a)  Monthly Transaction Statement:  Bank Statement has not been received yet so all the entries cannot be confirmed.	
	b)  To agree Caretaker Scheme budget proposal.  Cllr Mash proposed, seconded by Cllr Venning and agreed by all that the budget be accepted.
4271.	Payments for Authorisation: 
	a)  CalcPay – Annual payroll download £70 plus VAT. Total £84.  Reimburse Clerk. Omitted from last meeting.  Authorised.
	b) BHIB – Insurance Renewal £745.92.  Deferred from last meeting.  Authorised.	
4272.	Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  6th May 2021 following this meeting.
4273.	Items for information:  
	Cllr Brown informed the meeting that she and the Clerk had met with Kathy Bugden of ACRK to discuss the possible setting up a regular visit from the ACRK Coffee Caravan to the village.  It 
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could be sited on the Village Green however the dates were proving a bit of a problem.  If it isn’t possible to arrange it for this year it could commence next year.
4274.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item to exclude the public:
	Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and agreed.
Before the next agenda item the meeting was adjourned for the Annual Parish Meeting to take place and then reconvened for the following Agenda item in closed session.
	To agree an increase in the Caretaker’s salary as recommended by the Caretaker Working Party:  Agreed.

The meeting closed at 20.31hrs.

Appendix to this meeting:
Summary of Public Session.
1.  Mrs Miriam Lewis questioned the Caretaker Scheme and budget and asked to be reminded of the amount coming from other contributors.  The Chairman explained that the majority comes from ABC and then KCC, followed by Wittersham PC, with two of the other three Parish Councils contributing on a voluntary basis. 

2. Mrs Gillian Redford asked for the Council’s views on the refusal of the Outline Planning Application for the access onto Poplar Road for houses between Lloyds Green and Jubilee Field.  The Chairman explained that the Council was pleased with the decision reached by ABC but surprised that KCC Highways had been persuaded that the access was acceptable. 

3. Mrs Miram Lewis informed the meeting of the importance in her view that, if there were to be an appeal against this decision, all should be agreed on the reasons for refusal.  The Parish Council should accept, she suggested, that the reasons for this refusal applied to the Stocks Road site as well.  The Chairman said he thought the adjoining Listed Building may have been given insufficient consideration in the reasoning for refusal, as that directly related to the access which was the immediate subject of the application.




	 

	
