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Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 9th December 2020 at 18.30hrs
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.1. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, one member of the public & Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).

4194.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess & Mr S King.

4195.
(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith, pecuniary interest re agenda item 5, minute no. 4198

          (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33. None
             (iii) This meeting may be recorded for publication.  
4196.
To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2020:  Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix to these Minutes for a summary.       

4197.
Matters Arising:
a)  Heavy Goods vehicles in Swan Street – Clerk reported that they have reduced but are being monitored.

4198.   Planning Application:


20/01552/AS Cullens Farm Buildings, Potman’s Heath – Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a detached three bedroom dwelling with associated parking and amenity.  Cllrs had heard the comments made in the public session and read the comments from the neighbour.  The Chairman pointed out that the previous planning application for 1 x tourist holiday let had already been granted by Ashford Borough Council so the discussion now was with regard to it changing from holiday let to residential.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application with one abstention. (5 support + 1 abstention)

4199.
To consider the budget proposal for 2021/2022 put forward by the Finance Working Party and agree it following discussion:  The proposal had been circulated before the meeting.  This included a 2% increase (£650) on the previous precept figure.  Unfortunately the Concurrent Functions Grant of £1,580 and the Council Tax Support Grant of £918 have been withdrawn by Ashford Borough Council for the next financial year.  After a full discussion Cllr Sykes proposed, seconded by Cllr Venning and agreed by the remaining councillors to accept the proposed budget and a Precept of £33,150 for the next financial year. The Clerk was thanked for her work on this.
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4200.
Finance:

Monthly transaction statements had been forwarded to Cllrs and agreed.  To note that contributions to the Caretaker Scheme had been received from both Warehorne and Kenardington Parish Councils.

4201. 
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public: Proposed by Cllr Parkin, seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed by remaining councillors.


KALC Community Award Scheme 2021.  After a full discussion a name was agreed. 

4193.
Date of next meeting:  To be advised.

The meeting closed at 19.45hrs.
Appendix – Public Session

Mrs Miriam Lewis listed a number of detailed reasons for her view that the Council should object to the planning application.

