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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th February 2020 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes, PCSO Kate Richards,  6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4129.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess & Volunteer Support Warden Lee Phelan.
4130.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr. S Mash, Agenda item 11.a  Minute no. 4139.a


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
4131.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2020:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record. 


4132.
Matters Arising: 

i) Play Park update.  The Clerk reported that she has now received the report from ABC indicating that the work needed on the play equipment had been carried out, but this doesn't appear to be so.  The report is dated 5th February 2019 so Clerk will ask for an up to date report. A mechanised bristle brush has been purchased to enable the Caretaker to remove the moss on the safety surfaces.   After a full discussion it was agreed to continue to push ABC for further improvements and to enlist the help of the Borough Councillor.


ii)  Great British Spring Clean update.  Cllr Parkin informed the meeting that he has arranged for the village to carry this out on 4th April between 2 and 4pm.  Equipment will come from ABC and notice will be put in the Outlook on Oxney.


iii)  Land Holdings Registration.  The Chairman reported that he had spoken to ACRK with regard to clarifying the date upon which the Parish Council had taken title of the land.

iv)  Cemetery.  A chain has now been put in place across the track within the Cemetery to deter vehicles being driven along it.
4133.
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Councillors)


20/00038/AS  Cuckoo Cottage Riding School & Livery – Pole barn cover for animal hay 
(Retrospective).  Cllrs agreed to support this application.


20/00063/AS  Lordings Oast – Change of use of agricultural land to allow the installation of an 
array of p.v. Units to serve the residential dwelling.  Cllrs agreed to support this application.
4134.
To consider the offer from ABC of 10 free tree saplings to plant in the parish.   Cllrs agreed 
to accept this offer and once we know which trees we have been given a decision can be made 
as to where they should be planted. A survey of trees on Parish Council owned land has also 


been requested.  This has been carried out with the help of our Tree Wardens.
4135.  Request from the Wittersham Sensory Play Area Campaign Committee regarding future 
options for a location on Coronation Field and related matters.  The committee would prefer 
to have the new play park on Coronation Field with an equivalent to the current one by 
Woodland View.  After a full discussion Cllrs agreed in principle to a new play area on 
Coronation Field with the Council taking responsibility for the running costs etc once it is in place.  
A site meeting was suggested.  A full detailed plan is requested in due course for further 
consideration and final approval.  To note that the ABC owned play area by Woodland View will 
remain.
4136.
GDPR – Implications of the Web Accessibility & GDPR update Workshop attended by the 
Clerk.  The Website meets current requirements although improvements can still be made.  
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GDPR – It is considered that action taken meets present requirements and is reviewed on a 
regular basis.  Further points may be raised on future agendas.
4137.
Finalising Village Hall WiFi project.  The Parish Council has paid the Village Hall a year in 
advance for supplying WiFi.   It is primarily for the use of the Parish Council but concern was 
expressed as to the available data allowance were other organisations allowed to use it. There 
needs to be a fair useage policy.
4138.  Land Holdings update.  See Minute number 4143.iii
4139.
Correspondence:


a) Outlook on Oxney – request for donation of £927.50 towards printing costs.  Agreed.


For noting:

b)  Kent Wildlife Trust – offering their services for free  with regard to planning applications.


c)  KCC – Definitive Map Modification Order 2019 re AT77.  Order now confirmed.

Previously Circulated by email:

d)  Kent Police – Latest Rural Task Force report & Rural Matters magazine – Winter 2019/20        e)  KALC – CEO Bulletin – Issue 4 – January 2020     f)  National CSSC Green Message – HM Environment Agency Bulletin – Flood Action Week 20-26 Jan'20.     g)  KALC – NHS & Coastal CCGF     h)  National CSSC Green Message – Public Health England Bulletin 23 Jan'20               i)  ABC - Environment and Land Management Newsletter     j)  Monthly update from PCSOs.     k)  National CSSC Green Message – Public Health England Bulletin 27 Jan'20     l)  Weald of Kent Protection Society – December Planning News     m)  National CSSC Green Message – NCTPHQ Bulletin – 2rd Feb'20     n)  National CSSC Green Message – PHE guidance on how to prevent spread of COVID-19 infection     o)  Local Government Transition Bulletin 4 Feb'20         p)  National CSSC Green Message – UK Protect National Bulletin 03.02.20     q)  Transforming mental health care services in Kent & Medway – January stakeholders update     r)  News from the High Weald AONB – Feb'20     s)  NHW Message – Knife crime awareness campaign in Ashford    t)  KALC – Don't ignore it, share it – e-bulletin February     u)  ABC – Vicarage Lane Project (formerly known as the Mecca Project)
4140.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Caretaker meeting held and various issues discussed.


b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.      Agreed.


c)  Planning:                                                      
                 Decisions received:  

                 19/0173/AS  Lordings Oast – Proposed Greenhouse (Retrospective)                        Granted


            d)  Highways:  Nothing to report

e)  Public Rights of Way: Chairman reported that PROW officers will be attending a KALC meeting shortly.


f)   Open Spaces: The dead trunk of the old willow tree in the Memorial Garden will be removed. 


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: The dead elder tree in the Churchyard has been felled.
4141.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4142.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 10th March 2020 at 7.30pm.
4143.
Items for information: 


1)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith reported on the interesting Health & Wellbeing Conference he had attended.


2)  The Chairman reported on the Ashford Visioning event he had attended as Chairman of KALC Ashford.

The meeting closed at 21.10 hrs.
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Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Application 20/00038/AS  - The applicant was able to give further information.

Other Matters:

1) Sarah Middleton and Karen Rivers gave the meeting further information with regard to their request to have a Sensory Play Area on Coronation Field.

2) Phil Willcocks expressed his concern on the water running down the road by Tyle House and noted that the hedge by Hillview Garage obscures the road by Coronation Field.  He is also glad to see that the Kent Wildlife Trust is offering planning advice.

At this point the Chairman presented Phil Willcocks with a momento of his time as the village's Tree Warden, thanking him for all he had done in advising and assisting on tree matters over the past 27 years.

PCSO's report
PCSO Kate Richards reported that they are in the middle of a Knives Awareness campaign, two sessions had been held in Homewood School.  New Volunteer Police Cadets are coming out with her into the parishes.  A forum for residents has been arranged for 26th February between 12 and 1.30pm in Tenterden Town Hall for residents to drop in and discuss any issues they may have.  Kate was thanked for attending the meeting.
