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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th September 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Vice Chairman), J Rivers, Mrs S Mash, N Thom, G Parkin, D Green, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
The Vice-Chairman opened the meeting, explaining that Cllr Rivers had resigned as Chairman but is remaining a Councillor, so he would Chair the meeting until the election of a new Chairman.
3403.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr Venning, reason accepted. Borough Councillor M Burgess and Community Warden, Jo Voss. 
3404.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii)  Request that Councillors or any other persons present declare if they intend to record any of the proceedings using any video or audio recording devices or camera.  Mrs Miriam Lewis said that she might well do.
3405.
To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr. Smith, seconded by Cllr Mash. As there were no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected Chairman by all Councillors.
3406.
To elect a Vice Chairman:  The Chairman explained that it wasn't actually mandatory to have a Vice Chairman but it was a good idea to have one. However, as not all councillors were present he suggested that the election be deferred to the next meeting.  Cllr Thom proposed, seconded by Cllr Green that this be so.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session. See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
3407.
To confirm Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary meeting held on 3rd August 2016: Confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
3408.
Matters Arising: Clerk reported to the meeting that Borough Councillor Mick Burgess had spoken with Oliver Peel at ABC who will ask each Delegated Planning Officer that if he/she doesn't agree when the Parish Council objects to a Planning Application that he/she seeks further clarification from the Clerk before approving it.  Should the Parish Council object to a planning application the Clerk will email the Delegated Planning Officer direct.


3409. 
Planning Applications: (previously circulated to Councillors)


16/00646/AS  Cullens Farm Buildings – amended application.  Cllrs had listened to comments made during the Public Session and after a full discussion agreed to continue to object for the following reasons:- 1. Highways issues had yet to be resolved and 2. (although decision on this was split) Visual intrusion and AONB impact.


16/00947/AS  Tyle House Farm – amended application.  After a full discussion it was agreed  unanimously to support this application as it is believed that this would either be an infill site, although it would have been good to have had the result of the Hearing with regard to the application for 27 dwellings on the land next to this site beforehand, or a small site appropriate for the steady growth desired in the village survey.


16/01025/AS  Stafford Farm – amended description. Cllrs agreed that there was no change from their previous decision to support this application.


16/01300/AS  Proposed base station on land at Owley Farm – Mobile reception is often poor in the village.  Councillors agreed that they owed it to residents to support this application.


16/01305/AS  17A Poplar Road  Cladding of the top half of the side & rear  elevation with lap weatherboarding. Councillors unanimously agreed to support this application. 


App/E2205/W/16/3151327 – Land between Tyle House Farm & Mount Pleasant: To ask whether any Councillor wishes to attend on behalf of the PC at the Hearing to be held on 21st 
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September and if so to agree the text for the Councillor to use to represent the Parish Council's views. - No Councillor is able to attend.

 3410.  To review 'Interactions with residents & the public'.  During the discussion the Chairman explained that he had responded to a query from the Monitoring Officer at ABC and had heard nothing further so he was happy that the Monitoring Officer had no further concerns.  It was agreed that this should next be reviewed in two years time.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
3411.   To review Standing Orders:  Cllr Green proposed, seconded by Cllr Rivers, that a separate meeting be held to review these.  Clerk to circulate dates.
3412.
Proposed Cemetery Extension update:  Clerk explained that she had received two differing plans from the Mallets solicitor and had sought the Land Agent's clarification but had yet to meet him.  Cllr Rivers asked if the number of burial plots available in the proposed extension were known.  It might be necessary to look into obtaining an alternative piece of land.
3413.
Correspondence:


a) Email from Mrs Miriam Lewis asking if the Parish Council thinks it would be appropriate to reconsider the comments sent to Ashford Borough Council on the Draft Local Plan. After a full discussion it was agreed that no further comment was necessary.  ABC has considered our question a reasonable one and it will be discussed with them at the appropriate time.  


b) Email from Mrs Miriam Lewis requesting that some clearing work be done to restore the Village Green and pond this year. Money has been put aside for this but grants have been difficult to obtain. After a full discussion it was agreed that this should be a community venture and advice as to timing of clearing etc. needs to be sought. 


c) Local Council Review – Agreed to £17 annual subscription.


d) KCC Consultation – Local Transport Plan 4.  Agreed to ask Cllr. Venning to complete.

 
For noting:


e) Email from Nicholas Hurst copying the PC into an email he had sent to ABC re our comments on the Draft Local Plan.  Clerk had replied correcting some of the misinformation he had received. Clerk had also received a further email with a response he had received from the Cabinet Member and asking that the PC still takes the matter of drainage further.  Clerk to respond that all avenues have been now been exhausted and it would be difficult to bring any further pressure on anyone than already has been done.


f) Victim Support – Letter of thanks for our donation.


g) Email from PK Littlejohn (External Auditor) asking for further information on Reserves held. Since the agenda was sent out the Annual Return has now been returned and signed off with no comments made.  Invoice of £360 to be paid.  Agreed.


Previously Circulated:


h)  Southern Water's Annual Report & Summer Newsletter     I)  Weekly Email News Digest 19/7/16     j)  My Community Round Up     k)  News from the High Weald     l)  Rural Housing Spotlight     m)  NALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 22/7/16     n)  Weekly email news digest 26/7/16     o)  KALC – Parish News July 2016     p)  Rural Spotlight on Young People     q)  UK Power Networks 105 number – notice put in notices boards and on the website.     r)  KALC – Autumn events     s)  East Kent NHS – Time to change     t)  ABC Leader Briefing notes for Parishes 5/8/16     u)  NALC Bulletin on national developments & meetings 5/8/16     v)  KALC – Kent Resilience Team Emergency Planning Event 27/9/16     w)  KALC – Ashford Health Summer Newsletter     x)  NALC – Bulletin on national developments & meetings 1/9/16     y)  ABC – Leader Briefing notes 5/9/16     z)  My Community Round Up     Aa)  Rural Vulnerability 


Service – Rural Broadband Sept.2016.
3414.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker – Glass has been replaced in the Village Hall Notice Board.


b)  Finance – Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


c)  Planning:


     Decisions received:

     15/00579/AS  Land rear of 12-16 Jubilee Field – erection of 4 no. dwellings for local needs.  


                                                                                      Granted.
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     15/01312/AS  33 The Street – Application for the replacement of 4 no. windows on the 

                                        east elevation , 1 no. window on the west elevations and 2 no. windows on

                                        the south elevation.    Granted.


     16/00898/AS  Acton Manor – Erection of a single storey rear extension.  Granted.

     16/00958/AS  April Cottage, 23 Swan Street – Erection of a detached annexe for ancillary 


                            accommodation.     Granted.


d)  Highways – 1) Letter just received from Highways – out repairing a lot of potholes, please report them. 2)  Clerk reported that the KCC street light in Woodland View will be replaced by the end of October. 3)  Clerk is chasing the replacement of the necked street lights in the Frying Pan. (Swan Cottages). 4)  Clerk had reported the missing bend sign at the county boundary on the road to Iden.  The work has been programmed within 2 days of reporting!


e)  Public Rights of Way – Clerk informed the meeting that the replacement direction sign opposite Kingsgate Lane is incorrect.  A new one has been ordered.


f)  Open Spaces – It has been reported to the Clerk that there are BBQ singe marks on the grass on Coronation Field but no mess has been left behind.  Agreed that no action should be taken at this stage.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard – Clerk reported that scaffolding has been put up around the Church while work is carried out on the window surrounds and that Robert Pudan has been informed.  The new Notice Board for the Cemetery will be delivered w/c 26th September.
3415.
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:


Parish Forum 6th September – Cllr Smith gave a brief report, his note will be circulated, plus minutes and slides when received.


Cllr Smith advised the meeting that he was unable to attend the next KALC meeting to be held on 21st September and asked if anyone was able to attend in his stead.  No-one was able.
3416.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.    

3417.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th October 2016 at 7.30pm.
3418.
Items for information: 


a)  Cllr Green asked if there was any more news on the Dark Sky Community Initiative. No.


b)  Cllr Thom asked for an update on the shop shed which Cllr Smith gave.


c)  Cllr Smith updated the meeting on the electoral boundary review for parliamentary constituencies.


The meeting closed at 22.25hrs with the Chairman thanking the retired Chairman, Cllr Rivers, for his successful leadership over the past 11 years.
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications 
1)
Cullens Farm Buildings  Further information was given by the Applicant and Neighbours.

2)
Tyle House Farm.  The Applicant was unable to be present but Cllr Rivers read out a letter that had been sent to ABC by the Applicant.

3)
Stafford Farm. After 8 weeks the case officer had requested a change in the application wording.

4)
Owley Farm. Mrs Lewis pointed out that the AONB unit should have been consulted by ABC.

5)
17A Poplar Road. Neither the Applicant nor neighbours were present.
Other Matters
1)  Mrs Miriam Lewis asked that if a Cllr was going to speak at the Planning Inquiry then they should represent the views of the village and not the Council.

2)  Mrs Miriam Lewis pointed out that the PC had earmarked money as had the Conservation Society, for work to be carried out on the Village Green Pond and hoped that action could be taken soon.
3)  The Clerk informed Mrs Miriam Lewis that she has asked ABC as to whether Planning Permission is required for putting a sign on the Village Green but has yet to receive an answer.

4)  Mr Roger Parker paid tribute to Cllr John Rivers for his chairmanship through difficult times and he had admired the way in which his tasks had been performed.  This was seconded by Phil Willcocks.
