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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th May 2017 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, D Green, A Lloyd-Smith, 12 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3563.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr C Sykes, reason accepted, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Jo Vos & PCSO Dan Smith.
3564.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr Venning declared a non pecuniary interest in Agenda item 12. Blackbarn Farm,  Minute No 3574.


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded
3565.   To elect a Chairman and to sign the Declaration of Office:

Cllr Jeremy Smith was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Parkin.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was unanimously elected.  The Declaration of Office will be signed on the following day.
3566.
To elect a Vice-Chairman:


Cllr George Parkin was proposed by Cllr Green and seconded by Cllr Venning.  There being no further nominations Cllr Parkin was unanimously elected.


At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.


3567.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 11th April 2017:  It was proposed by Cllr Venning

            and seconded by Cllr Parkin that these be accepted and signed as a correct record.              


3568.
Matters Arising: 


i)   The Green and Coronation Field hedge – The Clerk reported that ABC Planning Help had stated that 'A hedgerow in a conservation area is not normally protected, however trees growing within a hedge or an old hedge which has become a line of trees of reasonable height may be protected.  If the hedges are countryside hedgerows (agricultural hedges between/around fields) the removal would be regulated under the Hedgerows Regulations 1997.'  This hedge doesn't come into this category but Clerk is still awaiting confirmation from a different department.


ii)   The Clerk informed the meeting that Wittersham PC now has a Facebook Page and at the present time we have three followers.


iii)  Community Led Plan Reports – Cllr Green has had his first meeting and suggested that as it is progressed the ragging on the spreadsheet should be changed.  Agreed.


iv)  The Clerk reported that Lee Phelan has been accepted for Volunteer Community Support Warden training.
3569.
To elect members to Working Parties: 


a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Smith, Green and the Clerk


b)  Finance – Cllrs Smith, Venning and the Clerk


c)  Planning – All Councillors


d)  Housing – Cllrs Lloyd-Smith and Sykes


e)  Open Spaces – Cllr Green


f)   Highways – Cllr Venning


g)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Smith


h)  Churchyard and Cemetery – Cllr Mash
3570.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Smith & Parkin
3571.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum or similar – Cllr Venning.  At this point Cllr Venning asked if he could have councillors support to approach the PCC, Matthew Scott to
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 ask for the Police Parish Forum to be reinstated as it had proved very useful in the past.  Support given.
3572.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin
3573.
To elect  1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre – Cllr Mash
3574.
Planning Applications (previously circulated)


17/00546/AS  Lordings, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed detached garage.  Support 

17/00440/AS  Lordings Oast, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed detached garage.  Support 


17/00587/AS  Little Acton, Acton Lane – Erection of detached double garage & workshop.   Support  


17/00592/AS  Blackbarn Farm, Poplar Road – Demolition of 2 existing dwellings & replacement with a single dwelling.  Demolition of existing garage & replacement with new garage.  Erection of new wall – Cllrs had listened to comments made during the Public Session and had been able to ask questions of the Applicant.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.


17/00628 & 629/AS  Furners Farmhouse, The Street – Single storey oak framed orangery extension to rear & Listed Building Consent for same.  Support 
3575.
To consider and agree parts thirteen to the end of Standing Orders.  The following were agreed: Number 14. remove gap in the middle of b.   15.  Renumber b and remove the gap between vi & vii.  19. Remove the Personnel committee in c, d & e.  This completes the review.  Cllr Parkin proposed and Cllr Mash seconded that these Standing Orders now be adopted.  All agreed.
3576.  To consider and agree the Financial Regulations as recommended by the Finance Working Party.  All councillors had seen a copy of these.  A few typing errors were pointed out.  It was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Parkin that once these errors had been corrected then these Financial Regulations be adopted.  All agreed.
3577.
To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control and the internal audit. Clerk suggested that 1) Each quarter a councillor, other than the Chairman, be appointed to verify the bank reconciliations, 2)  Produce a quarterly statement instead of half yearly and 3) Clerk's expenses be paid quarterly.  All agreed.  Cllr Green proposed and Cllr Mash seconded that David Chesson be reappointed as Internal Auditor.  All agreed.
3578.   To review 'Interactions with residents and the public'.  After a short discussion it was agreed

            that no alterations/amendments were necessary.
3579.   To review the Council's procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of

            Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.  Procedures agreed acceptable.
3580. 
To review the Council's Policy for dealing with the press/media.  Agreed no alterations/amendments required.
3581.  To complete & agree the proposed Contact List.  Clerk had updated the list and contacted most of the names to check that they were happy with the details given.  It was suggested that when complete the list be given to the Rev. Judy Darkins for inclusion in the Welcome Pack she gives out to new residents.

3582.
To consider and agree the quote received for SIDs and apply for funding.  After a full discussion it was agreed to check that the price for the poles included installing, is there a maintenance charge, the format of data, the life span and ongoing costs.  In the meantime Clerk to apply for funding.
3583.
To consider next steps in a review of the value of a possible project to remove part or all of the hedge at Coronation Field/The Green.  Clerk to confirm with ABC that the Hedgerow 
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Regulations 1997 do not apply here.  The Chairman explained that there are a range of options and that the pros and cons for all should be considered.  Cllr Green offered to start a list.


Councillors to forward to David any they know of.  It was suggested that a Parish Meeting be held before the Council makes its decision.
3584.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget and Receipts & Payments Account presented to the last meeting. Cllr Parkin proposed and Cllr Venning seconded that these be ratified now.  All agreed.
3585.
Annual Return:


a) Consider the findings of the review of the system of financial internal control.  Agreed to Clerk's suggestions.


b)  Resolve to approve the Annual Governance Statement (previously circulated).  Approved.


c)  Sign & Date Annual Governance Statement.  Signed and dated.


d)  Consider the Accounting Statements (previously circulated to Cllrs)  Agreed.


e)  Resolve to approve the Accounting Statements.  Approved.


f)   Sign and date the Accounting Statements.  Signed and dated.
3586.
Correspondence:


a)  Came & Co.  Insurance Renewal.  After a full discussion it was agreed to accept the premium from Hiscox with the three year Long Term Agreement.  Annual amount is £866.83          Clerk to ask for the Long Term Agreement figure.
           For noting:  

b)  Certificate of Membership 01/04/17-31/03/18 received from Action with Communities in Rural Kent.


Previously Circulated:  c)  Arbor Spring 2017         


Previously Circulated by email:     d)  Invitation to Community Learning Network Event 26/06/17.     e)  Came & Co – Spring Council Matters 2017     f)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 14     g)  KALC – The death of Municipal England     h)  KALC – Parish News April 2017     i)  News from the High Weald Landscape Partnership     j)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 15.     k)  Kent Community Messaging – Car Crime Prevention advice – put on Facebook page.     l)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 16.     m)  Kent Police – Rural Policing Update     n)  ABC – Safety in Action VIP Session     o)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin 17.
3587.
Working Party Reports:

a)  Finance 


      i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


      ii) Caretaker's End of Year Statement – Noted.


           b)  Planning:


     Decisions received: 


      17/00233/AS  Wittersham CEP School – Renewal of Planning Permission for mobile

                                         accommodation currently being used by Stepping Stones Nursery, for a

                                         further period of 5 years.                                                    No objection raised


c)  Highways –  Clerk reported that ABC had responded at last to her request for an update on the necked lights.  They will be replaced but will take several months.  However they are proposing a temporary solution.  Concern was expressed at the traffic problems caused by cars stopping at the Ellen Terry Museum.  Clerk to contact Tenterden Town Council.

d)  Public Rights of Way – The locked gates on AT87, the bridleway along the river, have been unlocked.  The Clerk informed the meeting that as a Countryside Access Warden she will be checking the quality of the vegetation cutting on some of the PROWs.  Cutting should start shortly.


e)  Open Spaces – UK Networks will be trimming back some of the vegetation in Coronation Field.


f)  Cemetery & Churchyard  - Clerk reported that the corner of the Churchyard wall has been cleared.  Now waiting for a quote to repair it.
3588.
To authorise payments:

KALC – Dynamic Councillors Workshop 18th May 2017 £60 plus Vat £12.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith will be attending.
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3589.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee -  Cllr Parkin reported that they now had a representative from the Film Society on the Committee and that the Trustee forms had been filled in.
3590.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3591.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  13th June 2017 at 7.30pm
3592.
Items for information: 


Clerk had received an email from Mrs Ann Beeching, Wittersham Sports Club, Junior Football representative expressing her concern over the conduct of councillors at the Sports Club AGM, which the Clerk had replied to.  She read out the email and her reply.  To be noted that both will be put on the Website for a while. 

3593.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public.


 Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Venning.


 Proposed Cemetery Extension.  The Chairman updated the Council on the current position.
The meeting closed at 22.06hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


17/00592/AS  Blackbarn Farm – The Applicant gave further details and answered questions.
Other Matters

Various people expressed their views on the proposal by a resident to remove the hedge alongside The Green and Coronation Field.

.
