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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th October 2017 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning,  A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Jo Vos, PCSO Oliver Welch, 12 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
The Chairman opened the meeting explaining that David Green had sent in his resignation on 4th October to take immediate affect.  The Clerk has already set in motion the necessary action with ABC and notices will be advertised in due course.
The Chairman then announced that he would be moving agenda items 6 and 7 to before the Public Session.
3653.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
3654.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None.


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None. 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded.
3655.
To consider and agree revisions to the arrangements for managing Council Meetings.


The Chairman asked Councillors whether they had any comments to make on the paper he had sent round.  They hadn't so Cllr Mash proposed, seconded by Cllr Venning and all agreed that it be accepted.  The Chairman then read out the relevant section of the Council's Standing Orders with regard to the Public Session which will now be adhered to. The public will be able to speak for up to 4 minutes on topics relevant to the meeting although this time limit will be kept under revue.  The Guidance Notes will be changed for the next meeting.
3656.
To consider and agree the Council's approach to the use of its recordings of Meetings,

The Chairman asked Councillors whether they had any comments to make on the paper he had sent round.  They hadn't so Cllr Parkin proposed, seconded by Cllr Sykes and all agreed that it be accepted.  The Chairman explained that a resident had asked for copies under Freedom of Information of two of the recordings.  The Council will now publish all recordings made since it started in December 2016 once the Clerk has been instructed as to how to do this.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session. See appendix at the end of the Minutes.
3657.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2017: Confirmed and signed as a             
            correct record.
3658.   Matters Arising from:
            a)  Parking at the Ellen Terry Museum  Nothing further. 

            b)  Village Green Sign  The pit has been dug ready for installation but the sign has yet to be

            completed.  Cllr Parkin offered to liaise with Mrs Miriam Lewis now that David Green was unable

            to do so.


            c)  Volunteer Support Warden  A reply had been received from Paul Linstead.  Lee Phelan's

            training is going well and he will ensure that Lee has everything she needs.   
            At this point the meeting was adjourned for Jo Vos, Community Warden to give her report.
           d)  The status of Mrs Ann Beeching's letter and the response from the Sports Club – Further

            communications had been received from Mrs Miriam Lewis.  Mrs Beeching's letter had ended 

            with the wording Junior Football Representative, Wittersham Sports Club. It was accepted,

            however, that she had written her letter in a personal capacity, and the Council had responded to    

            it on that basis.  No further action necessary.

3659.
Planning Application


17/01290/AS  The Oast House, Budds Lane – Replacement of existing oil storage tank with a modern plastic bunded tank and existing septic tank to be replaced with a package sewage treatment plant.  Councillors agreed to Support this application.

17/01447/AS  1 Forge Meads – Single storey rear extension.  Councillors agreed to Support


this application.


17/01457/AS  2 Forge Meads – Single storey rear extension.  Councillors agreed to Support


this application.
3660.
To consider donation to Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  £100 was proposed by Cllr Parkin, seconded by Cllr Sykes and all agreed.  This comes out of the budget heading known as  'Chairman's allowance'.
3661.
To consider quote for repair of Churchyard perimeter wall (part of).  Quote has been received from Teamwork Tenterden for £3750 approximately.  After a full discussion it was agreed to try to get a fixed price and another quote if possible.  
3662.
Progress report from Councillors on VOICES reports.  The Chairman went through the various topics.  1. Communications – This was being covered by David Green.  The Chairman offered to take this over for the time being. To note: WiFi Router in the Village Hall will be moved,  Twitter won't happen, Mobile – partly achieved, Nextdoor is for the community, the Parish Council has a Facebook page and will have YouTube.  2.  Neighbourhood Care – Wealden  Wheels – Chairman and VOICES Chairman will be attending a seminar in November, Pet scheme still outstanding.    3. Transport – Flashing speed signs are working, SIDS ongoing, Gates under discussion.  Pedestrian crossing and extra footpath unlikely.

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the PCSO to give his report (see appendix).

4.  Local Amenities – Cllr Parkin asked that a Youth Club be added.   5.  Housing – Taken over by ABC, wait to see what they do.   6.  Environment – Discussions had been held.
3663.
Correspondence:


a)  Victim Support – request for donation.  Cllrs agreed £50.


b)  ABC – Business Rates consultation.  Nothing further.

For noting:

c)  Oliver Welch has returned as our “new” PCSO.


d)  ABC – Christmas & New Year Recycling & Refuse Collections 17/18.




Forwarded by email:

e)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Notice of Annual meeting – Cllr. Venning will be attending.     f)  NALC – Chief Executive's Briefing 32.     g)  KALC – DCLG Consultation – Planning for the right homes in the right places.     h)  KALC – Kent Police Rural Report


i)  NALC – Chief Executive's Briefing 33.     j)  East Sussex, South Downs & Brighton & hove Waste & Minerals Local Plan Review & Draft East Sussex Statement of Community Involvement.


k) ABC – Business Rates Consultation     l)  Invitation – Southern Water Annual Stakeholder Workshops     m)  NALC – Chief Executive's Briefing 34.     n)  South East Water Annual Stakeholder Survey     o)  KALC – DCLG Consultation – Disqualification Criteria for Councillors and Mayors.     p)  ABC – Ashford Development Plan update     q)  ABC Emergency Care improvement in East Kent.     r)  ABC – Leader's Heritage & History Briefing No. 5.
3664.
To Authorise Payments:


 Clerk's expenses 11th July to 9th October 2017  £96.83  Authorised.
3665.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker – Report received from Andrew Deackes that the litter bin on Coronation Field had been pulled out of the ground and dragged across the field.  He had put it back and the bin seems undamaged.  Alf has put a new post in with postscrete.


b)  Finance 


i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.
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ii)  Half Yearly Statement – noted.


iii)  To nominate a Councillor to make quarterly check on bank reconciliation. Cllr Parkin.


c)  Planning:


Decisions received: 
                     17/01111/AS  12 Poplar Road – Construction of 2 storey side extension, single storey rear 

                                       extension, front porch & side car port.                                                     Granted
                17/01162/AS  Lordings Oast – Proposed revised scheme to 17/00440/AS for a detached 
  

                                       garage with additional open bay for storage of tractor                             Granted                                                                                                                 


d)  Highways – Necked lights chased. Delays in getting replacement work done by KCC.


e)  Public Rights of Way – Second vegetation cut completed.


f)  Open Spaces – Alf has cut down the dead apple tree on The Green.  The flowering Cherry Tree had been broken off at the base and removed.  The fault with the Air Skier Equipment has been reported and action has been programmed.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard – The Transfer for the extension should now have been signed by all parties.  Cllr Mash reported a successful clearance in the Churchyard.

3666.  Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin gave a short report.  The AGM will be held on 21st November.  The next major project is to replace all the lights in the Hall with LEDs.
3667.
Date of next Planning Meeting: to be advised.
3668.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  14th November 2017 at 7.30pm
3669.   Items for Information:

a)  The Chairman had forwarded a written report on the Annual Parish Forum which he had attended.


b)  The Chairman and Clerk will be attending the KALC Finance Conference.  


c)  The Chairman will be attending the Highways Seminar, the Community Transport Seminar and the KALC AGM which Cllr Parkin offered to attend too.


d)  The Chairman went through the Task List


e)  Cllr Venning offered to write a short piece for the Outlook on Police and Crime.  He also brought up the subject of CCTV in the village after the recent burglaries.  Agreed to put it on the agenda for next month and he will gather information.
The meeting closed at 21.32hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning:   17/01447/AS  1 Forge Meads.  The Applicant attended to answer any questions.
Other Matters
:

1)  Mrs Miram Lewis updated the meeting on the arrangements for the unveiling ceremony for the boulder on the Village Green.  Mrs Mavis King is keen to invite people interested in conservation.

2)  Mrs Miriam Lewis expressed her disappointment that agenda items 6 & 7 were discussed without a word of debate.  Cllr Parkin informed her that no debate had been necessary.
3)  Mrs Ann Beeching reiterated that the letter she sent was sent entirely privately.

4)  Mr Phil Willcocks asked about the missing “The Street” sign.  Clerk replied that it had been damaged by the hedge cutter and was dangerous.  ABC had removed it and would replace it in due course.
Jo Vos, Community Warden gave a short report.  She has been out and about looking at fly tipping and is taking a lead on setting up the youth club. Cllr Lloyd-Smith asked if she had any advice on habitual fly tipping.  The Registration number is needed but it is difficult if it is on private land. Cllr Parkin let her know that he has been helping those wanting to start up a youth club.
Oliver Welch, PCSO introduced himself as our new (returned) PCSO. He has 17 parishes to cover and will be concentrating where the need is greatest. .



