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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th April 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), A Lloyd-Smith, J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, C Sykes, 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4799.	Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllr S Mash, reason accepted.
4800.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Smith declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item  5.a  Stocks Farm Application.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None.
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  There were no members of the public present.

4801.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2025. The Minutes were agreed and signed as 
              a correct record.
                    
4802.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  Cllr Newton reported that following the Public Meeting and 2 emails sent to those who had expressed financial help there had not been enough volunteers to form a committee to work on putting a bid together to purchase the Pub.  The Landlord has been informed.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  Cllr Newton reported that it is understood that work towards signing the Lease is still progressing and that they are relying on the goodwill of the Landlord.
c)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk informed the meeting that part of the brick path has been marked but despite a couple of emails she has yet to find out what Jamie Cunningham KCC intends to do with the path.  Regarding the land between the two footways it seems that there was once a Free School on this site.  It is hoped to gain further information on this.
d)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.   Information is still awaited from ABC.
e)  VE Day Celebrations 8th May 2025.  It was agreed to invite pupils from the village school to attend the raising of the VE Day Flag together with members of the public. The PC Coffee Shop will open earlier so that those attending this could stop for coffee too. 

4803.    Planning Applications:  
              PA/2025/0394  Stocks Farm – Change of use of part of an existing garage from a farm office to short 
              Term holiday accommodation (Airbnb) and ancillary accommodation. The Applicant had given further  
              Information during the public session.  Councillors agreed to support this application.   
              PA/2025/0347  The Old Corner House – Listed Building Consent for various internal alterations. 
              Further information had been received from the applicant. Councillors agreed to support this
              Application.
              PA/2025/0606   20 The Street. The Clerk had been unable to invite any neighbours as there weren’t
	any listed on the Planning Portal.  This will now be deferred to the next meeting.  An extension has 
              Been obtained from the Planning Officer due to this error.

4804.    To review the effectiveness of the system of financial internal control & the internal audit.  Councillors
              agreed that the existing system worked well.  New Financial Regulations had been issued by NALC which 
              need to be looked at.

4805.	Correspondence:
	a)  Lloyds Bank – The existing Treasurer’s Account is being changed to a Community Account with a monthly charge of £4.25.  After a full discussion it was agreed to continue with this account.  The monthly direct debit to NEST for the Workplace Pension is paid through this account and it is easier for 
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the Clerk to pay any cheques received into this.  The important documents are also kept safely with this bank.
b)  Unity Trust Bank – Notice of reducing the Instant Access Account Interest rate.
	c)  Outlook on Oxney – A thank you for the donation the Council had given them, it is much appreciated.
	d)  Mazars – Notice of External Audit – 30th June 2025.
  	e)  Email regarding the Ewe & Lamb post and sign – It would appear that these have been hit by catapults and/or an air gun.  Agreed to note this and inform our PC Darren Laker. 
	f)  KALC – Annual Subscription £516.00 plus Vat.  Agreed.
 	g)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – Thanking the Council for the donation.

4806.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker –  Nothing new to report.
b)  Finance:   
Monthly Transaction Statements.  It has not been able to reconcile the Lloyds Bank Account 
as the Bank Statement has not yet been received.  Noted.
 End of year Budget Statement.  Due to the above this item is deferred to the next meeting.
 End of year Receipts and Payments Account.  As above.
 Agree Reserves.  As above.
              c)   Planning: Considered since last meeting:
AS/2025/0328  Greenacres, Rose Hill – Proposed ground floor front and rear elevation, first floor extensions, changes to the roof, changes to fenestration including roof lights and dormer and dormer windows to front and rear elevations.  Support. 
Decisions received:  
21/01406/AS  Land between Tyle House Farm & Mount Pleasant – Erection of 18 dwellings and 2 self-build plots with associated parking, access, landscaping and open space to the north of Stocks Road.  Amended Plans. Granted.
PA/2024/2268  2 Addison Cottages – Installation of External Wall Insulation and roof extension. Granted.
PA/2024/2264  6 Addison Cottages – Proposed external wall insulation with render finish.  Granted. 
PA/2025/0103  The Smitings, Poplar Road – Proposed front porch.  Granted.
PA/2025/0167  3 Budds Cottages, Budds Lane – Proposed two storey side extension and single storey rear extension.  Granted.
d)   Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Clerk to report the dips in the patches on the Swan Corner.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Paths are drying out.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  Looking really pretty with all the spring flowers.

4807.	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
	Cllr Smith gave a brief report on the KALC meeting held on 26th March.  Draft Minutes had been 
               forwarded to Councillors.

4808.	The next meeting is the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  13th May 2025 at 7pm.

4809.     Items for Information:
	The Clerk reported on the ICCM Q & A Webinar she had attended on 27th March 2025. 
	 
	The meeting closed at 20.44hrs. 
Appendix – Planning Application PA/2025/0394.  The Applicant had explained why he was applying for this.
