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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th January 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3913.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3914.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Brown & Parkin, reasons accepted, PCSOs Kate Richards & Luke Jones, Community Warden Jo Vos and Voluntary Support Warden Lee Phelan.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3915.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2018:  Confirmed as a correct 

            record after typing errors corrected. 

3916.
Matters Arising: 

i)  Change of KCC policy on Free School Transport update.  The Chairman reported that he had met with Cllr Roger Gough at KCC to discuss the problem directly. He had drafted and circulated a letter to Roger Gough confirming the points made at the meeting.  Cllrs agreed that it should be sent, copied to Mike Hill, our County Councillor and to councillors.


ii) Police Parish Forum update.  Cllr Venning agreed to arrange a date with PCSO Kate Richards. Councils in her area would be invited to a meeting held in Wittersham, which might later become a regular feature hosted by different parishes.
3917.
Planning Application:


18/01807/AS  Hope Farm Bungalow, Peening Quarter – Replacement dwelling.  All agreed to support this application.
3918.
Defining Village Confines: Suggested modifications by Councillors.  After a full discussion it 
was agreed that the Clerk and Chairman would draft a response to be circulated to councillors 
before sending to Ashford making the following points:- In Swan Street the red line has been 
drawn across the grounds of Island Cottage, passing behind the cottage but then crossing in 
front of Island Barn, which is a separate dwelling. In The Street the red line tracks back to 
include a building near a pond and alongside a public right of way. The buildings included are 
agricultural in nature and not residential.  It is noted that Wittersham House, gardens and 
outbuildings have been excluded.  To note that the exercise had been widely publicised on the 
Notice Boards and social media, a few questions had been asked and answered but no serious 
suggestions or objections had been made to the Council.
3919.
Housing Needs Survey Results.  The results had only been received on the day of the meeting 
so it was agreed to defer any discussion to the next meeting.

3920.
Correspondence:


a) Invicta Law – Annual Membership due 25th January 2019. £300 plus Vat.  It was agreed to continue for a further year.

Previously Circulated by email:

 b)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes No. 78     c)  Kent Police – Rural Matters 
magazine & Rural Liaison Team report     d)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership         
e)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     f)  National CSSC Green Message – UK Protect CT 
Bulletin     g)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes No. 79     h)  KALC News     i)      Kent 
PCC's Newsletter December 2018     j)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     k)  Action with 
Communites in Rural Kent – Christmas Card     l)  South East Water – Introducing our winter


ready campaign     m)  KALC – Winter Events 2019     n)  ABC – Local Plan 2030 Examination 
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update     o)  Tenterden Neighbourhood Planning Designation

3921.
Payments for Authorisation: 


Clerk's expenses 9th October 2018 to 7th January 2019.  £109.69      Agreed.
3922.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:
 
     i)  Robert Pudan had quoted for gang mowing the grass on Coronation Field and between Woodland View and Forge Meads in place of Landscape Services whose service had been poor last year.  Quote agreed.


     ii)  On 10th January Clerk, Chairman and Caretaker will be meeting with members of Kenardington PC to discuss any issues they had with the scheme. 


b)  Finance: 


     i)    Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed. 

   
      ii)  Third quarter budget statement – Noted.        


      iii)  To nominate a Councillor to check the bank reconciliation.  In her absence Cllr Brown was nominated, however the Clerk had been unable to reconcile with a bank statement this month as this has yet to be received. She had checked the figures with the online banking facility.


The Clerk drew the Council's attention to the fact that she had received notice of the National Salary Awards for 2019/20.  This indicated a 2.9% increase which hadn't been allowed for in the budget for 2019/20 as only 1% had been awarded in previous years.  Councillors agreed that this should be put on next month's agenda for decision.

c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received:  None             

d)  Highways: Nothing to report.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Clerk had reported that two road end fingerposts had rotted and fallen. The KCC Footpaths Officer had inspected and agreed that they would be replaced.  She had also inspected AT99 and agreed that it should be resurfaced.  The cost would be £3000.  If the Parish Council could contribute this would give it higher priority.  Agreed to add this request to next month's agenda.


f)   Open Spaces:  The RBL has asked to have a site meeting to agree a position for the tree they wish to have planted to commemorate the centenary of the end of WW1 on The Green. Agreed that Alf, the Tree Warden and Clerk should attend.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Repair of wall to be progressed.   

3923.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3924
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  12th February 2019 at 7.30pm
3925.
Items for information: 


i)    Bike Security Marking has been arranged for Thursday 21st February in the Club Room.

 
ii)   Defibrillator training has been arranged for Saturday 23rd February in the Village Hall.


iii)  Clerk read out the PCSO's report.

3926.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public. Proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and agreed.


i)  The Swan Inn – Further discussion of options for the building to be brought back into use as licensed premises.


ii)  KALC Community Award – It was agreed to put the nomination forward for consideration

.

The meeting closed at 21.22 hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Mrs Miriam Lewis raised questions about the Council's approach to the village confines exercise which were answered.
