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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th January 2012 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom, P 
Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Lee Kidd, 3 members of the 
public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman opened the meeting by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.

2385.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Mrs S Mash declared an interest in agenda item 7a) 
Minute no. 2391. a)

2386.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2387.
Apologies and reason for absence:   None

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

2388.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th December 2011:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record after explaining why the tree stump in the Churchyard was not on the agenda.

2389. 
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report  Cllrs expressed concern over the delay in replacing the gate catches to the Play Area as this is a health and safety issue.  

2390.
Village Caretaker update:  The Chairman explained that a meeting has been arranged for the evening of 24th January, after our meeting at the Civic Centre, as Stone Parish Council was keen to explore this as was Kenardington and Biddenden although the latter was just interested in the way we approached this.  Two Councillors and the Clerk have been invited from each Parish.

2391.   Correspondence:

At this point Cllr Mash left the meeting


a)  Outlook on Oxney – request for donation of £1,000 towards costs. After a short discussion it was agreed to donate £1,000 but Clerk to write asking what their plans are for the future and  is there any further assistance we can give.

Cllr Mash rejoined the meeting


For noting:


b)  South East Water – action to protect reservoir levels.


c)  ABC – Meeting of ABC's Mini PAG1 (Working with Local Communities) 7th February 2012 Civic Centre.  Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Clerk will be attending.


Previously Circulated


d)  English Rural Housing Assn - The Bulletin     e)  Local Council Review     f)  Oast to Coast     g)  ABC – Housing News & Calendar    


Forwarded by E-mail


h)  Came & Co (Insurance) – Newsletter     i)  ABC – Waste tender     j)  ABC – To register 
demand for better broadband.     k)  KALC – Parish News  

2392.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement.  Clerk pointed out that the Wayleave rent had 
been received. 
Agreed.   




b)
Planning:  



Decision received:



11/01322/AS & 11/01323  (Listed Building Consent) – 7 Poplar Road – Renovation of 






        existing outbuilding into habitable rooms with part storage 




        area above including creation of internal doorway       Granted

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – 



i)  To note that the road surface at Ham Green is in a very poor state of repair.
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ii)  It was asked if a footway could be inserted inside the wall surrounding the War 
Memorial to make it safer for walking from Poplar Road to The Street.  The Chairman 
suggested that this could be discussed further as part of the Community Led Plan.



iii)  Clerk has discovered that our PROW officer is on a career break but is 
attending a get together on 8th February with other Countryside Access Wardens where 
there will be a chance to meet the KCC officers.  


d)
Open Spaces – 



i)  Clerk reported on a site meeting held with the Chairman, Emma Powell & SallyAnne 
Logan from ABC to discuss the position of the proposed half MUGA and the way 
forward.  It will be sited with it's back to the Outdoor Fitness Equipment so that the other 
half could be purchased at a later date.  Two more quotes to be obtained.  It was suggested 
that instead of another picnic table a youth shelter could be considered.



ii)  It has been reported to the Clerk that there is frequent dog mess in The Street and on 
The Green, from a large dog.  Clerk has contacted the Dog Warden at ABC.



iii)  E-mail has been received from The Kent Men of The Trees reminding us that we 
haven't taken up our prize of a voucher for a tree.  Clerk to ask if this can be deferred to a 
later date.

e)
Cemetery – Nothing to report.

2393.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


Village Hall Management Committee – A meeting is due next week but Cllr Thom was able to 
report that the hiring of the hall is increasing.

2394.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

2395.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  14th February 2012.

2396.
Items for information: 


i)  Cllr Venning informed the meeting that he would be attending the Police Parish Forum on 8th February and asked if Cllrs could let him know of any questions they would like answered.


ii) Cllr Venning is also arranging for a public meeting to be held on 28th February to discuss the way forward for a Community Led Plan with the village.  Clerk to book the main Hall.


iii) Cllr Venning informed Cllrs that arrangements have been made for other clergy to officiate at services at Church for the next three months while the non-stipendary position is advertised.


iv)  Clerk now has the Local Housing Needs Surveys to be delivered throughout the parish.


v)   Clerk received a Christmas card from Mrs Mavis King saying that she will be asking more formally for news of the Common Land situation so Clerk will update her.


vi)  During the public session the Community Warden had given a short report stating that there had been a couple of break-ins recently and some fly tipping locally.  The bus shelter has received some vandalism.

The meeting closed at 20.53hrs

