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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th February 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, D Green, Jo Voss Community Warden, 8 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
3279.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllr J Smith & Cllr N Thom, reasons accepted.
3280.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3281.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th January 2016: Confirmed and signed as a correct record. 
3282.   Matters Arising: None
3283.   Tree Application: (previously circulated to Cllrs)


16/00018/TC  Tyle House Farm, - 1 x Jasmine – remove, 1 x Horse Chestnut – fell, 1 x Cypress – fell & 3 x Oak – fell.  To be noted that Ashford Borough Council does not consult Parish Councils or neighbours on Tree Applications however as this one was causing concern to some residents it was discussed in full.  Agreed to ask ABC if there is any way of saving the oak trees at the front of the property due to their visual amenity.

3284.
To ratify decision taken by email to send the proposed plan of the extension to the Cemetery to the Solicitors Whitehead Monckton for action:  Ratified.  

3285.
To a) consider and agree the terms and conditions for Whitehead Monckton to review the title documentation and approval of Transfer Deed in connection with the proposed Cemetery Extension:  These had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting. All Councillors present agreed to accept these.  


b)  to agree initial payment in advance of £250:  Agreed.


c)  to agree that should there be any unforeseen circumstances when decisions need to be made quickly that they many be agreed via email with Councillors:  Agreed.
3286.
Update on the Final Issues & Options Report of the Tenterden & Rural Sites Dev. Plan Document dated 2008:  Clerk reported that she had received further emails from ABC which included a copy of the original letter sent out in May 2008. She had checked the Minutes of that time and has traced that the Council did receive the document and this was circulated to all Councillors.  The Council did not respond to the Consultation as the Report clearly stated that the four sites put forward fell outside the confines of policy CS6 (of the Council's Core Strategy) settlements and as such would not be looked at by ABC as suitable development sites.  With regard to the present site submissions consultation land owners who had put forward sites in 2007 were contacted by letter to see if they were still interested in their sites being looked at again.  People who didn't respond to this didn't have their sites included in the 2014 call for sites list.  The only way they could include their sites now, is if they submit it during the formal 6 week consultation period on the plan, ie they would object that their site wasn't included.  With regard to the present short listed sites ABC is currently drafting the policies for these sites.  When they are ready they are taking them to their elected members for their approval.  These meetings are internal.  Once all policies are drafted they will be compiled into the Local Plan and it is expected that this will be agreed to go out for public consultation in April 2016.
3287.
Request for a donation towards the cost of holding a street party for all in the school field in June to celebrate the Queen's 90th birthday.  The new Head Teacher had offered to hold this and after a short discussion it was agreed to donate £200, from the 2016/17 budget towards the cost of this.
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3288.
To decide whether or not to opt out of the external audit arrangements that Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd is putting in place:  Details of this had been circulated beforehand.  Councillors decided not to opt out.
3289.
To authorise payments:


i)  KALC - £72 for Chairmanship Conference to be held on 26th February 2016.  Cllr Smith will be attending.  Authorised.


ii)  To purchase a Commonwealth Flag for flying on 14th March 2016. £3.99.  Authorised.

3290.
Correspondence:


By email:

a)  KCC – Kent Mobile Libraries Consultation.  Notice of this has been put in the notice boards and on the website.  Agreed to accept the recommendation to have just one stop at The Swan (Oxney Gourmet Pie & Burger Inn) once a fortnight.  Must let residents know once a decision has been made.


b)  Janet Tidd – Rubbish lying in the village.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Clerk let Ashford know of the problem.  Cllr Parkin suggested that a talk be given to the children to make them aware that litter should not be dropped in the streets.


c)  Mrs Miriam Lewis – International Dark Sky Community -  Having listened to comments made during the Public Session councillors discussed this in full.  Cllrs Parkin and Venning offered to take this forward and would bring something for discussion to the next meeting.


d)  Fly the Flag for the Commonwealth – Suggested Press Release.  This can go out after 6th March.  A short note can go in the Outlook.  It was suggested that the school children be invited to the ceremony and perhaps one could raise the flag.  Cllr Mash offered to contact the School.


For noting:  None


Previously Circulated

e)  Clerks & Councils Direct     f)  Local Council Review


Previously Forwarded by email:

g)  Ashford Mediation Service – notice put in notice boards and on the website     h)  NALC – Bulletin 1 on National developments & meetings     i)  NALC – Newsletter 20/01/16     j)  NALC – Newsletter 26/01/16     k)  Rural Housing Spotlight     l)  Electoral Review of Kent     m)  Advance notice – Delivery to residents encouraging greater recycling of metals     n) PCSO's report     o)  KALC Planning Conference 7th March 2016     p)  NALC Bulletin 2 on National developments & meetings     q)  Southern Water – Keeping bills affordable for our customers     r)  South East Water – The Source – Winter 2015-16     s)  NALC – Bulletin 3 on National developments & meetings.

3291.  Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.    Agreed.
            b)  Planning:


     Decisions received from ABC:  


     15/01329 + 1330/AS  Tother End, 31 The Street – Partial removal of ground floor partition


     wall under the staircase to reinstate opening; reinstatement of door to rear elevation and        blocking up existing door on rear elevation; brickwork recess to existing front door and         relocation of principle entrance to side elevation with enclosed porch; creation of internal walls

                 to ground floor                                                                                                                Granted

c)  Highways – Pot holes on levels to be reported

d)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report

e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – ABC has confirmed that we don't need to replant a tree in or near

                 the wall we are repairing in the Churchyard.
3292.
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:


i)  KALC meeting of 13th January 2016.  The Chairman gave a short report.  KALC is working with Clive Pearman, deputy Cabinet Member for Highways, with regard to the new contract.  The ABC lorry clamping pilot is doing well


ii)  Village Hall Management Committee – None, due to the absence of Cllr Thom.
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            iii)  Parish Forum meeting 27th January 2016.  The Chairman reported on a very good meeting.  Presentation given by Highways England on Junction 10a of the M20.  Work should start in February 2017.
3293.
To arrange a date for the Annual Parish Meeting:  Thursday 28th April 2016.  It was agreed to ask an officer from KCC Highways to attend.
3294.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
3295.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 8th March 2016 at 7.30pm.
3296.
Items for Information:

a)  Wittersham PC Website Stats.  The information we have received so far is false.  Random numbers are being generated.  The Chairman offered to ask Cllr Thom to put a message on the KCC parish website redirecting visitors to wittershampc.org


b)  Clerk read out PCSO's report.  Clerk to check whether the Community Warden has difficulty getting information and to ask the PCSO if they are getting the same information.

The meeting closed at 21.16 hrs.

