Page 501

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th May 2011 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis,  N Thom, Borough Councillor Mick Burgess 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2231.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

2232.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2233.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Community Warden Karen Peck

2234. 
To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Lewis.  As there were no further nominations Cllr Rivers was duly elected.

2235.
To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Thom proposed Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Rivers.  There were no further nominations Cllr Lewis was duly elected.

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

2236.
Co-option of additional Councillors:  The Chairman explained that three parishioners had put their names forward for co-option and asked Cllrs whether they were happy that these three be co-opted at this meeting.  Cllr Lewis expressed his concern that perhaps adequate notice had not been given.  The Chairman noted that only the four members present had put their names forward for election on 4th May 2011 and notice of this had been in Notice Boards for some weeks yet no other names had been forthcoming. After a short discussion it was agreed that the three parishioners willing to be co-opted give a short presentation. Mrs Pat Homewood, Mr Jeremy Smith and Mr Paul Venning each gave a presentation after which Councillors agreed that Mrs Pat Homewood, Mr Jeremy Smith and Mr Paul Venning all be co-opted onto the Council as from this moment.

2237.
To elect members to Working Parties:


a)  Finance – Chairman, Cllr Lewis and Clerk


b)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lewis


c)  Highways – Cllr Venning


d)  Footpaths – Cllr Smith 


e)  Cemetery –  Cllr Mrs Homewood 

2238.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Rivers only

2239.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum – Cllr Venning

2240.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom

2241.
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum – Cllr Rivers

2242.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre – Cllr Mrs Mash

2243.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th April 2011:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

2244.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

2245.
Planning Applications:  Both applications had only been circulated to the original four members of the Council before the meeting.
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i)  11/00429/AS  2 Revlo Villa, Palstre court Road – Construction of residential detached garage.


Councillors agreed to Support this application.


ii) 11/00459/AS  Pound Farm, Stocks Road – Two storey extension to side and rear of existing building.  It was agreed to Support this application.

2246.
To agree to the purchase of a specific picnic table:  Following on from last month's meeting Clerk had obtained details of the table with a concrete base.  It is the 'Picnic Bench Anchorfast' from Kent County Supplies at a cost of £484.99 plus VAT.  Cllrs agreed to purchase this. 

2247.
To discuss progress and possible action to be taken with regard to the Sweatman's Garage site:  After a short discussion it was agreed that Clerk should ask for a progress report on the last application which has yet to be decided upon.  Borough Councillor Burgess will make enquiries too.

2248.   To consider again, the siting of the Half MUGA:  An email had been received from Carol Morton, ABC, asking whether we had considered another site for the Half MUGA as it seems unlikely that the Village Green issue will be resolved shortly. The next grant meeting will be held in June.  After a short discussion it was agreed that Cllr Lewis will talk again with Carol Morton and will attend the Grant Meeting.  Cllrs agreed that Coronation Field should be considered.  It was agreed to hold a site meeting on 24th May at 7.30 to discuss this further together with the placing of the Picnic Bench. In the meantime Clerk to check with Hothfield PC on the maintenance costs.

2249.
To ask for a representative to attend the Highways Seminar on 17th June, deferred from last meeting:  Cllr Venning offered to attend this if he was free that day.

2250.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget and Receipts & Payments Account:  Ratified & signed.

2251.
Annual Return:


i)  Statement of Accounts approved and signed by Clerk & Chairman


ii) Annual Governance Statement completed & signed by Clerk & Chairman

2252.
Correspondence:


a)  Came & Co. Insurance Renewal of £631.84.  After a short discussion it was agreed to accept the LTA Premium held for 3 years at £600.25


b)  Kent County Playing Fields Association – Subscription due of £20.  Cllrs agreed to this.


c) KALC Clerks Conference 15th June 2011 £72.  Cllrs agreed that Clerk should attend.


d)  KCC  CAS – Public Rights of Way Vegetation Clearance contracts.  Clerk offered to reply to this using her knowledge as Countryside Access Warden and Health Walk Leader.


For noting only:


e)  Copy of letter sent to Mrs Mavis King by Ashford Borough Council with regard to the Village Green issue – Clerk had acknowledged.


f)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – certificate of Membership


g)  Reply from the Bishop of Dover acknowledging the Council's concern.


h)  Reply from Chris Wade KCC CAS re Village Green issue


i)  Homewood Library at Homewood School & Sixth Form Centre – Clerk to forward for insertion in Outlook on Oxney.


Previously Circulated:


j)  ABC – Report of Parish Forum Meeting 26/1/11     k)  High Weald Anvil


Forwarded by e-mail:


l)  ABC – Leader's announcement 14/4/11     m)  ABC – Forward Plan of Key Decisions      n)  Local Needs Housing Survey     o)  KALC – Kent Forum Briefing Edition 1
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2253.
To Authorise Payment:


Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for April £100.  Authorised

2254.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning: 




Decisions received from ABC



11/00026/AS  Wittersham Coachworks – To regularise the building as built: Insertion of 2 


obscure glazed windows NW & SE elevations.  Increase in size of ground 



floor window 
NW elevations.  Change in orientation & size of detached 



car port.  A sloping site with 
increase in building height.  The addition of 5 


bar timber gates – vehicle & pedestrian
         Granted with conditions



11/00289/AS  Rugden Barn Farm, Moons Green – Timber Framed Building to provide 



garaging, ancillary domestic storage & home office and change of use of 



land to
residential (Replacement Application for garaging, office and farm 


buildings previously approved)



           Granted

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths –  Chairman informed the meeting that the water main will be 
replaced in Swan Street 

d)
Open Spaces –  Nothing to report

e)
Cemetery – Nothing to report

2255.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: None

2256.
KALC Parish News 353 – The Good Councillor's Guide – Agreed that 6 copies should be 
purchased at a cost of £1 each. The Chairman and Clerk already have a copy.


2257.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

2258.
Date of Next Full Council Meeting:  14th June 2011

2259.
Items for information:


a)  Cllr Lewis reported on the PCC Action Group he had attended recently.  Cllr Venning added further information.


b)  Clerk reported that Tessa O'Sullivan from Action with Communites in  Rural Kent will attend our October meeting to discuss the Housing Needs Survey we requested.


c)  Clerk read out a report from Karen Peck our Community Warden


d)  Clerk reported that Robert Pudan had commented on Dog mess on The Green and bags of it had been noticed hanging on the Cemetery track railings.  Clerk to put article in Outlook on Oxney.


e)  Cllr Lewis updated the meeting on the Rural Oxney Partnership which he attends as our representative.


f)  Chairman reported that the village handyman is being trialled in Wye commencing Sept/Oct 2011.  It is hoped that it will be opened up to others in the Working Party next April.  It is expected that the Planning Trial will commence with Wittersham.


Declarations of Acceptance of Office and Register of Members Personal Interest Forms were signed by all Councillors

The meeting closed at 21.40hrs

Items for inclusion in the report to Outlook on Oxney

Welcome to new Councillors

