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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th December 2024 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), C Sykes, J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, S Mash, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4753.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4754.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr. S Mash is a consulted neighbour on agenda item 5, Minute number 4757
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  Please see appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4755.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th November. The Minutes were agreed and signed as a 
	correct record.
                    
4756.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  The Chairman had previously reported that the response he had received from his plea for help and ideas to save the Swan had been disappointing.   It was confirmed that a village meeting would be held sometime in February 2025 to see finally what support there might be from parishioners.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman reported that the Sports Club Committee did not appear to be any nearer agreeing the wording of the CIO or signing a new Lease with the Landlord.  After a very full discussion when a lot of frustration was expressed at the lack of progress it was agreed that the Chairman would write to Willy Everett/John Mallet offering the Parish Council’s help in any way that might assist progress in the creation of the CIO and the signing of the Lease.  
c)   Possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  In advance of a possible s106 agreement in respect of the proposed Stocks Road development a site meeting has been arranged with Kerry Gentry of Natural Playscapes on 9th January 2025.
d)   Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  A site meeting has been arranged with Jamie Cunningham, KCC Highways Officer, for 11th December 2024.
e)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.   A reply has now been received.  They have reviewed the costings, unfortunately omitting Warehorne, comparing what it would cost Aspire to carry out the work.  They would like to have a meeting in the new year to review the contract.  It was agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Smith would write a reply.  

4757.    Planning Application:  (previously forwarded to Councillors)
PA/2024/2102  37 Swan Street – Two storey rear extension, increase in roof height to create first floor, porch and changes to fenestration.   Councillors had listened to comments made during the public session. After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application making the following comments:-  1. To note that a public right of way runs along the track and through the car parking area.  2.  To point out that there does not seem to be room for two cars to turn round.  3. To emphasise out that Wittersham is in a Dark Skies area. 

4758.	To ratify the budget proposal for 2025/26 and following a discussion agree a precept.  The Clerk had prepared a budget for 2025/26 which had been forwarded to Councillors before the meeting.  After a few explanations the budget was ratified and a precept of £37,700 was proposed by Cllr. Sykes, seconded by Cllr Smith and agreed by remaining Councillors.  
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4759.	Correspondence:
	1.  Email from the High Weald National Landscape Team pointing out the amended section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way – the key piece of legislation protecting AONBs.  The amendment created a new duty on relevant authorities to ‘seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area’ when discharging their functions in relation to or affecting land in areas of National Landscape.  Noted.
	2.  KALC – Notice of 2025 Community Award Scheme.  

4760..	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Caretaker has liaised with Hilary Pettifer and her group and has planted the Cherry Tree in the Memorial Garden.  Following a comment on Nextdoor he has cleared the hedge cuttings off the footway opposite the Triangle left by the hedge cutting tractor.  He will also clean the flagpole and attachments as reported by Dave Fletcher at the previous meeting and the Clerk will look at the flag.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements. Noted.
c)   Planning: 
Decisions received:
PA/2024/1816  Blackbarn, Poplar Road – Single storey side extension following the demolition of the existing conservatory.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – The Clerk reported that Kieran Doble, KCC Highways officer has confirmed that the 40mph and Horse sign scheme at Peening Quarter has been set for 19/20th December when the road will be closed between 08.00 and 17.00.  The Clerk reminded him that the village gateway signs are still outstanding.  
f)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  Nothing to report.

4761.    Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
KALC meeting of 27th November & AGM of 30th November attended by the Chairman and Cllr Smith.  The Minutes of the KALC meeting had been forwarded to Councillors.

4762.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  14th January 2025 at 7pm.

4763.	Items for Information:
1. Report on Webinar attended by the Clerk:  She had attended the Webinar with the Law Commission on their consultation on Burial and Cremation Law.
2.  The Clerk had been able to send £90 to the Jerimiah Greenland Charity from the PC Coffee Shop sessions held on every second Thursday of the month.
3.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith informed the meeting that the Jerimiah Greenland Charity had met the previous evening to discuss the distribution of funds and that it was supporting the School this year.
4.  Cllr Venning asked if another light could be fitted to light up the Village Hall Car Park at night.

The meeting closed at 20.45hrs. 

Appendix.  
Planning Application PA/2024/2102 – 37 Swan Street.  The occupants of one of the neighbouring dwellings expressed their concerns regarding this application.  They cited a loss of privacy and environmental issues.
