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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th July 2012 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom,  
P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden, Lee Kidd, 10 members of the 
public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2510.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllrs Mrs S Mash declared an interest in agenda item 
14 a)  minute no. 2523.a)

2511.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None apart from new Disclosable Pecuniary Interest forms completed but not sent to ABC see agenda item no. 11. minute no. 2520

2512.
Apologies and reason for absence:   PCSO Oliver Welsh

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.

2513.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th June 2012:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record after noting that the minutes as circulated were incorrect. 

2514. 
Matters Arising :  See Clerk's Report. 

2515.
Planning Applications:  These had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


12/00666/AS  13 The Street – Erection of a fence along rear boundary – retrospective.  Having listened to the comments made during the Public Session and after a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application and to write to ABC with concerns over the way that advice had been given to the applicant.  However, should ABC grant permission a condition should be made requesting that it be stained a dark colour on the neighbours side.


11/00648/AS  27 Swan Street – Replacement boundary fence and gate. Full support given.

2516.
Village Caretaker update:  The Chairman informed the meeting that unfortunately due to various issues we had not been able to confirm Michelle Rother's appointment after her probationary period.  Interviews were taking place on Wednesday 13th July when it was hoped that a new Caretaker would be appointed.  In the meantime Landscape Services would be asked to cut all the estates during July and Robert Pudan would be asked to cut the Churchyard, Cemetery, The Green and Memorial gardens during July.  The Chairman has gained agreement from ABC for them to empty rubbish & dog bins during July. The Chairman has written to Paul Carter, KCC asking for his support.  A meeting has been arranged with Spencer Palmer to discuss the Contract with KCC. 

2517.
To resolve under Standing Order no. 66b) that in the case of the Clerk's and Chairman's absence the Vice-Chairman be given authority to issue orders or directions:  Resolved.

2518.
To consider the quote for setting up new website:  After a full discussion it was agreed that it was important to go forward with this and although not in the budget the cost could be taken from reserves.  However two more quotes should be obtained before a final decision is taken.

2519.
To consider the placement of additional dog bins:  The Clerk explained that until it is agreed that the Caretaker pilot becomes an ongoing scheme this cannot take place.

2520.
To update & discuss the new Standards Regime & the Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests:  The Chairman explained that this had been brought in under very short notice and until the new Code of Conduct was agreed it was best not to send off the forms already completed.  The Clerk will run off new ones ready for the September meeting when this will again be on the agenda.

2521.
To update & discuss the new Dispensations: The Chairman explained that it will be the Chairman's duty to ensure that Declarations of Interests are noted and a motion will be required for a dispensation to take part in the discussion. A Councillor will then be able to stay in the meeting and discuss the issue but will not be able to vote.
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2522.
To consider nominations for the ABC Diamond Jubilee Civic Awards:  Two names had been put forward and after a short discussion it was agreed that Alan Wood's name be put forward.  Clerk to obtain an application form.

2523.   Correspondence:

At this point Cllr Mrs S Mash left the meeting


a) Email from Mrs Helen Lyon – request to discuss the issue contained therein.  The Chairman had asked for confirmation on the issue during the Public Session.


First issue – Is it considered that the £2000 grant given to the Outlook on Oxney magazine is value for money?  After a short discussion it was agreed with 6 votes supporting that it was.  One abstention.


Second issue – Does the Council support editorial independence?  It was unanimously agreed that it does.  It was also agreed that a short article should be put forward for inclusion in the next issue with regard to the Planning Inspectorate's decision on The Village Green.

Cllr Mrs S Mash returned to the meeting.


b)  Email from Mrs Miriam Lewis – request to discuss & resolve any action that needs to be taken with regard to the deletion of Site Policy 67 from the Local Plan.  It was agreed that Cllr Lewis draft a letter to ABC expressing the Council's concern over the fact that the decision had been made without consulting the Parish.


For noting:


None


Previously circulated:  


c)  Oast to Coast Summer issue


Forwarded by E-mail:


d)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News     e)  ABC Forward Plan of Key Decisions July to October 2012     f)  ABC – Ashford Voice

2524. 
To authorise payments:


i)  Lightmain Co Ltd – Inv 13009 Deposit for Kickwall £2,426.50+Vat = £2,911.80 & to authorise payment of second half when instalment completed.  Authorised


ii) Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Club Room £60.  Authorised


iii) Payment of additional insurance premium once Kickwall has been installed  Authorised.


iv) Payment of tarmac pad when installation complete   Authorised.

2525.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:  



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement.  Agreed 



ii)  Monthly Transaction Statement for Caretaker Pilot. Noted


b)
Planning:  



Decision received: 



i)  12/00360/AS  17 Coombelands – change of use of land to garden and proposed pool 



   & pool house             




           Granted                                                



ii)  12/00600/AS  10 Coombelands – Re-siting of an oil tank and the erection of an 



    enclosure.  Construction of single storey kitchen extension        Granted

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Clerk reported that some footpaths had been cleared.


d)
Open Spaces – None


e)
Cemetery & Churchyard – None

2526.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

            i)  Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom reported that the Chairman and a committee 
member had moved away and the Booking Clerk will be leaving at the November AGM.  He is 
hopeful that a replacement has been found.  Quotes have been received for purchasing 
equipment for the Film Society and funding is being applied for.  Thanks were given to Cllr Rivers 
for his help.


ii)  KALC meeting 20th June 2012 – The Chairman gave a brief report.  ABC will have two Parish 
Councillors on the Standards Committee although they won't be able to vote.  An extension has 
been asked for, for the Housing Consultation taking place during August.

2527.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised but likely to be in the middle of August.
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2528.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th September 2012

2529.
Items for information: 


a)  Letter received from South East Water – hosepipe ban lifted.  Clerk to put a short notice in Notice Boards.


b)  Letter of complaint received with regard to the state of the Cemetery.  The grass has now been cut.  Clerk to reply with apologies.


c)  Clerk asked for holiday dates.


d)  Clerk read out the report from PCSO Oliver Welsh and she would put a notice of the next online meeting in the Notice Boards.


e)  Cllr Mash reported that Stepping Stones had expressed an interest in using the Mobile at School but funding was needed for repairs.

The meeting closed at 22.00hrs

For inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney (September)

Appointment of new Village Caretaker

