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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th April 2013 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman in the absence of Cllr Rivers), Mrs P Homewood, N Thom, D Lewis, P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Lee Kidd Community Warden, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
2652.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Mrs S Mash & J Rivers, reasons accepted. 
2653.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
The meeting was adjourned for the public session. During this time Lee Kidd, the Community Warden, gave his report for which he was thanked.
2654.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd March 2013: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2655.   Matters Arising:  Both the KCC & ABC Caretaker Scheme Agreements had been sent off for completion for sealing.
2656.   Accident Report:  The Chairman explained that this should have been put before the Council at its last meeting as the Caretaker's accident had taken place on 8th February although he wasn't on sick leave until the beginning of March.  The Accident report had been circulated to Councillors and was accepted although it was pointed out that the bottom half of the form should have been discussed in closed session. In future this part will be circulated confidentially.  It was agreed that this sort of accident couldn't have easily been avoided and the Caretaker was wished a speedy recovery.  In the Caretaker's absence Cllr Rivers had been emptying the litter and dog waste bins so it was agreed that the cost of diesel used by him should be reimbursed.
2657.
To approve the Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interest and related matters drafted by Cllr Smith:  The Chairman explained that the Guide was designed to give a straight forward explanation, and was formally adopted.  It was suggested that this might be sent to KALC for other Councils to consider, and Cllr Rivers will be asked for his opinion.
2658.
To approve the Oversight of Potential Health & Safety Issues in connection with the Village Caretaker Scheme:  The Chairman explained that the need for this document is a consequence of the Council now overseeing things that might be implicated in accidents to the public and it was approved. It was also suggested that Cllr Rivers might wish to forward this to the other Councils in the Wittersham cluster.
2659.
To approve arrangements for the carrying on of the Caretaker's duties during his absence on sick leave:  The Chairman reported that the Caretaker Committee had met twice and arrangements had been made for Robert Pudan to cut the grass in those areas of Wittersham he had cut before, while Landscape Services had been asked to cut the grass that they had previously cut in all four parishes.  The Clerk had offered to carry out some of the pruning and weeding jobs.  The arrangements were duly approved.
2660.    Correspondence:


a) Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Subscription £35  Agreed.

b) The Kent Men of The Trees – Trees in the Village Competition. Entry fee £10 or Corporate Membership £25 (includes free entry).  Councillors agreed to Corporate Membership

c)  KALC Community Awards Scheme – After a short discussion Cllrs decided that they couldn't think of an appropriate person at this time.


For noting: 


d)  Homewood School May Day Arts Crafts & Farmers Fair 4th May 2013.  Clerk had put out leaflets at her Parish Desk.
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e)  Littlejohn LLP -Notice of Annual Audit 10th June 2013


Previously circulated:

f)  The Journal of the Kent Men of The Trees     g)  Oast to Coast     h)  Came & Co Spring edition of Parish Matters     i)  KALC – Minutes of 20/3/13     j)  ABC – Parish Forum Report of 6/2/13     k)  ABC – Housing News     l)  Clerks & Councils Direct    


Forwarded by E-mail:  None
2661.   To Authorise Payments:

i)  Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Hall £45  Agreed.

ii)  Paul Stern – Invoice for supplying straps for Church Gate £90.  Clerk explained that Mr Stern had also fitted the straps to the gate in the absence of the Caretaker, at no extra cost, for which he was thanked
2662.
Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:

i)    Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed

ii)   End of Year Statement and Receipts & Payments Account – to be ratified at the next meeting.


iii)  To agree to carry over certain amounts for certain projects.  Agreed. List attached to these minutes.


iv)   To agree that Clerk continues to write cheques for the routine monthly payments as before.  Agreed.

b) Planning:



     Decisions received: 


     13/00099/AS  20 Swan Street – Foundation underpinning & localised rebuilding of external       walls                                                                                                                                    Granted

c)  Highways – Clerk reported that the footway outside the Antiques Shop had been repaired and Cllr Venning informed the meeting that Mr & Mrs Everett had been litter picking in the Moons Green area which is outside the area covered by our Street Cleaner.  Thanks were given.


d)  Footpaths –  Nothing to report


e)  Open Spaces –  Nothing to report 


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report
2663.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: None
2664.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  It is hoped that it will be held on 9th May.  A representative 
from Biffa will be attending.  Clerk to ask whether the representative could bring wheelie bins of  
different sizes to the meeting.
2665.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2666.
Date of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:  14th May 2013.
2667.
Items for information: 


a)  Clerk asked who had attended the informal meeting held with Llandia so that a report could be circulated.  Agreed that it should be circulated to all Cllrs.


b)  There will be a full Borough Council meeting on 19th April. 


c)  Cllr Lewis asked that an update on local needs housing be put on the agenda for the next meeting.


d)  Cllr Venning voiced his concern that we appeared to be in danger of losing the Police Parish Forum which he believed to be invaluable to villages.  It was suggested that this be put before Anne Barnes but it was agreed to check with Cllr Rivers to see what action KALC were taking.  It was also suggested that the meetings could be held in Wittersham. 

The meeting closed at 21.35hrs
