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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th December 2011 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom, P 
Venning, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2367.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Lewis declared an interest in agenda items 8 & 11 
minute numbers 2374 & 2375.  The Chairman agreed that these items be taken one after another.

2368.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2369.
Apologies and reason for absence:   Borough Councillor M Burgess & Community Warden Lee Kidd

The meeting was adjourned for the public session

2370.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th November 2011:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

2371. 
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

2372.
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Cllrs)


11/01322/AS & 01323 (Listed Building Consent)  7 Poplar Road – Renovation of existing outbuilding into habitable rooms with part storage area above including creation of internal doorway.  Cllrs had listened to comments made during the public session and after a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.  Clerk to express Cllrs concern to ABC that  not all the neighbours had been consulted. 

2373.
To consider setting up a Community Led Plan:  Cllr Venning explained the necessity for having a plan and that local groups should be approached to form a steering group.  It was agreed that an initial meeting should be held in the Club Room in the middle of February. Kathy Bugden from Action with Communities in Rural Kent has offered her help.

At this point Cllr Lewis left the meeting.

2374.
To decide upon action to be taken with regard to the pond on Coronation Field: The meeting had already heard the result of the meeting between the Clerk and the local Pond Warden. [Minute no. 2362 d)i)]  After a short discussion it was agreed that Dave Fletcher be asked to quote for cutting out the dead wood around the pond and to remove some branches to let light into the pond.

2375.   To consider the future of working with Fields in Trust: The Chairman explained that there may not be too much of an advantage to take this further but it was agreed to wait for the quote for clearing the pond and to take another look at the application form.

Cllr Lewis returned to the meeting.

2376.
To consider findings of working party with regard to piloting the Handyman Scheme: The Chairman informed the meeting that ABC had just confirmed that a meeting will be held at the Civic Centre on 24th January with John Bunnett, the Chief Executive, Michelle Byrne, Cllr Smith, the Clerk and himself to discuss this further.  Issues to be considered are: Health & Safety, Man management, 12 month contract,  flexible hours, annual salary, 3 days a week (21 hours), model contract/template,  ABC start up – possibly van & trailer. Suggested that ABC be asked to give £10k towards costs. Stone Parish Council is keen to take part in our scheme.  Chairman is still in contact with Newenden Parish Council too.  It was agreed to change the name Handyman to Village Caretaker.
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2377.
To confirm a precept for the financial year 2012/13 of £16,275: Cllr Lewis explained that until we have decided how the Village Caretaker Scheme will go forward it is not possible to ratify the proposed budget for the next financial year.  However, whatever is decided it will not affect the amount of precept we have already proposed therefore a precept of £16,275 was confirmed.

2378. 
To review our future work plan:  Cllr Lewis reminded the meeting that we still had issues to consider but it was agreed that until we knew how much could be undertaken by the Village Caretaker, should this go ahead, this could be deferred until our March meeting. Clerk to contact South East Water with regard to the hole on the Triangle in the meantime.

2379.   Correspondence:


For noting:


a)  Came & Co. - Revised schedule of insurance


Previously Circulated


b)  The Kent Men of the Trees – Result of the Trees in the Village Competition      c)  KCC - Copy of Submission sent to the Planning Inspectorate      d)  English Rural Housing Assn – Annual Report 2011     e)  KCC – Consultation on the Household Waste Recycling Centre Service


Forwarded by E-mail


f)  Ashford Borough Citizens Advice Bureau Official Opening of new premises     g)  ABC – 
Forward Plan of Key Decisions Dec'11 to March'12     h)  KALC – Learning & Development 
Programme     i)  Link to CKG Plain English Guide to the Localism Act     j)  Weblink to KCC's 
Winter Maintenance Information     k)  ABC – Ashford District Winter Service Plan 2011-2012     
l)  ABC Forward Plan of Key Decisions Jan to April 2012     m)  ABC – Leader's Announcements     
n)  ABC – Waste Tender

2380.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement.  Clerk pointed out that an additional insurance 
premium of £25 had been paid to Came & Co for insuring the Outdoor Fitness Equipment. 
Agreed.   




b)
Planning:  



Decision received:



11/00886/AS  Land known as Underhill Orchard, Rye Road – Erection of 1 x 4 bed 



holiday let to replace an agricultural building                                   Refused

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Noted that there were a lot of white markings on the road, 
presumably for repairs.  Pot hole at Archers Post to be reported to Highways and to notify 
them that the piping between the storm drains in Swan Street, as previously marked by 
them, hasn't been cleared.


d)
Open Spaces – 



i))  Thanks were given to Phil Willcocks, our Tree Warden, for picking up and planting 
the autumn flowering cherry tree on Coronation Field which is now in flower.



ii)  As ABC haven't come forward with advice on purchasing the half MUGA the 
Chairman and Clerk offered to contact ABC to obtain details so that this could be done by 
the Parish Council.



e)
Cemetery – The two litter bins are in place but need slabs underneath them.  Cllr 
Homewood kindly offered the slabs and Cllr Venning kindly offered to help her with 
putting them in position.

2381.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


KALC meeting held on 30th November 2011 – The Chairman gave a short report on this, the main 
topics being discussed were Localism and the implications, Village Envelopes and Planning. 
Working groups have been set up and 4 motions were put to the AGM.

2382.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised
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2383.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  10th January 2012.

2384.
Items for information: 


a)  Clerk read out the Community Warden's report. No recent problems. He had completed painting the Bus Shelter with very few volunteers unfortunately.  Clerk to send the Council's thanks.


b)  Clerk had just received an email from Dr. Lloyd-Smith with regard to the tree stump in the Churchyard.  This will be on the agenda for the next meeting.


The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.30hrs wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and thanking Cllrs for all they had done during the year.

