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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th February 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon,  D Pennyfather, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1737.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1738.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1739.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1740.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th January 2009:  Confirmed and signed as a


correct record.

1741.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1742.
To award a grass cutting/gardening contract from the tenders received: Clerk had sent out 7 requests for further information and 5 received back completed.  After a full discussion it was agreed to award the gang mowing of Coronation Field to KCC Landscape Services @ £29.50 per cut and the remaining contracts to Robert Pudan as follows: Churchyard/Cemetery £165 per cut, Village Green grass cutting £70 per cut, Village Green Gardening £25 per visit, Village Green Hedge cutting £100 per cut, Triangle gardening £20 per visit and Memorial grass cutting and gardening £25 per visit.

1743.   To further consider local community resuscitation pack:  Cllr Lewis reported that he had discovered that the Primary Care Trust likes to place defribulators in rural areas and that the British Heart Foundation will provide one.  Cllr Lewis has put Wittersham's name forward for consideration.  If successful the ambulance service would maintain the unit and train volunteers.

1744.
Interactive Signs: Cllr Rivers put forward the idea of celebrating with a birthday cake the first anniversary of not having the interactive signs operational.  He suggested contacting the local press and inviting them to the short ceremony by one of the signs. Cllrs agreed that it was important that parishioners should know that Cllrs are as concerned as they are that the signs are still not working a year after it was promised that they would be.  Cllr Rivers to contact the local press.

1745.
Correspondence:


a)   Service Level Agreement – Chairman gave a short update as he had been on the Working Party.  It had generally been well received but concern had been expressed at ABC altering part of it without consulting with KALC and members of the Parish Forum.  He also informed Cllrs that the letter sent to Parishes with regard to the cost of Bye Elections should not have been issued.  All Councillors had no further comments to make.


b)  Wittersham Fete Committee – Request for funding.  After a full discussion Cllrs agreed that a request be made to see the accounts from the last fete as they would have expected monies to have been carried over for the next year negating the need for further funding.


c)  Ashford Gateway – Purpose built mobile.  The Swan car park had been identified as a suitable site for this.  Clerk to invite them to our next meeting to explain further.


For noting

d)  E-mail from Conservation Officer, War Memorials Trust asking for confirmation that the cleaning works to the War Memorial were undertaken in accordance with the method statement before issuing the Grant.  Clerk has requested this from Burlite Ltd.


e)  Kent Police – disappointment at poor attendance at last meeting. Clerk had replied.
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Circulated

 
f)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Oast to Coast etc.     g)  KCC Police – Policing Kent 
2009/10 Survey.     g)Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Survey     h)  Ashford Rural Trust

NHS Eastern & Coastal Kent – A public consultation on the use of 084 telephone numbers in the NHS     j)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent re funding    k) Kent Police Parish Forum – Minutes of 17/09/08     l)  Communities & Local Government Communities in Control – passed to Cllr Pennyfather

1746.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during January £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 10 £64.80  Authorised


iii)
To reimburse Clerk for Norton 360 subscription £54.99  Authorised


iv)
To purchase 2 x Litter bins for the Village Green £93.71 x 2 Authorised

1747.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



b)  Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/01393/AS  The Roundal, Stocks Road – Conversion of an agricultural building into a



holiday cottage                                                            


           Granted



Site meeting for Coachworks application arranged for 1pm 14th February 2009


c)
Highways & Footpaths – None


d)
Open Spaces –  Rubble still remains on the bonfire site on Coronation Field.  


e)
Cemetery –  Site meeting agreed for 7th March at 10am.

1748.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that work should be started on the main hall ceiling on 11th February and the toilets are being redecorated.  A Spring market will be held on 3rd March and a Palm Sunday lunch on 5th April.


ii)  Police Parish Forum 14/01/09 – Cllr Lyon had already e-mailed all Cllrs with information obtained at the meeting which had been very poorly attended.  The new PCSO is Oliver Welch.


iii) Tenterden Improved Meeting 14/01/09 – The Chairman reported on a well attended meeting.


iv)  Parish Forum 28/01/09 – The Chairman gave a short report of this meeting the main topics being the Service Level Agreement and a visit from a Highways Representative.


v)  KALC 04/02/09 – The Chairman reported that this meeting had also discussed the SLA.


vi)  Rural Older Persons Project 04/02/09 – Cllr Lewis gave a report on this meeting.  They were looking at sheltered housing for elderly people with disabilities and asked what the demand would be in our village for these.  It was generally agreed that there was no demand at the present time.

1749. 
To discuss date and format of Annual Parish Meeting:  Monday April 20th in the Club Room same format as last year.  Chairman to draft letter inviting groups/organisations. 

1750.
Date of first formal meeting of the Rural Business Partnership: 11th February 2009 at The 
Swan 

1751. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  23rd February 2009

1752.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   10th March 2009

1753.
Items for Information:  None

The meeting closed at 21.40hrs

