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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2025 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Acting Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, S Gill, Borough Councillor J Shilton, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
In the absence of Cllrs Newton and Lloyd-Smith Cllr Mash, as the longest serving member took the Chair to take nominations for the Acting Chairman for this meeting.
Cllr Jeremy Smith was nominated by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected as Acting Chairman for this meeting.
4810.	To elect a Chairman and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  Cllr Newton was proposed by Cllr Sykes and seconded by Cllr Venning.  Cllr Newton had previously made it known that he was happy to be nominated. There being no further nominations Cllr Newton was duly elected.  It was resolved that the Declaration of Acceptance of Office be signed before his next meeting.
4811.	To elect a Vice-Chairman.  In his absence Cllr Lloyd-Smith was proposed by Cllr Mash and seconded by Cllr Venning.  He had previously indicated that he was willing to stand again. There being no further nominations Cllr Lloyd-Smith was duly elected.
4812.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Newton & Lloyd-Smith reasons accepted
4813.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Smith declared an Other than Pecuniary interest in agenda item 17.a  Minute no.4826.a
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session: See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4814.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record following the correction of some typing errors.
4815.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  This will be discussed under item 17.b Planning Application PA/2025/0723.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.   The Sports Club AGM will be held on 15th May 2025 when it is hoped further information will be made available.
c)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The KCC Highways officer is unwilling to take any action over the possible relaying of the brick path until it is deemed safe to do so due to the roots of the lime tree in the Churchyard causing the damage. It was agreed to obtain professional advice on this.
KCC Archives had been helpful regarding No Man’s Land and has recommended that further information be gained from Sussex Archives before any attempt be made to register the land.
d)  ABC/Caretaker Scheme update.  The Clerk reported that a figure for the work has now been received but not the breakdown requested.  This should follow shortly.

4816.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties:
	a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
	b)  Finance – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
	c)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lloyd-Smith.
	d)  Highways – Cllr Venning.
	e)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Gill.
	f)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Mash.
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4817.	To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC Meetings – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
 
4818.	To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee.  The Committee has yet to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) therefore the Council is reluctant to appoint a representative.  It was suggested that the chairman be invited to give an update to our next meeting.

4819.	To review Standing Orders – To await the return of the Chairman.

4820.	To review Financial Regulations – To await the return of the Chairman.

4821.	To review inventory of land, assets & office equipment.  The benches given to us by Roger Parker should be included otherwise accepted.
4822.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks. To be discussed further at agenda item 18.a (Minute no. 4827.a
4823.	To review Interactions with residents and the public.   No change required. 
4824.	To review the Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the FOI Act 2000.  The Clerk explained the procedure.
4825.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with press/media.  Amended 12th May 2024 but Cllr Smith suggested some amendments to the Social Media Best Practice Guide July 2024 which had been added.  Agreed to change Twitter to X.
4826.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2025/0606  20 The Street – Two storey rear extension & changes to fenestration.  Councillors had heard further information from the Applicant and agreed to support this application.
b)   PA/2025/0723  The Swan – Change of use of a pub to a residential dwelling.  Councillors had listened to comments made by the Applicant and had asked questions.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application.  It is still an Asset of Community Value.  At a public meeting the majority of those present wished it to remain a pub.  Unfortunately, the food that was promised when the pub reopened never materialised which affected the number of people visiting the pub.
c)  PA/2025/0739  1 Budds Cottages – Detached garage & annexe following demolition of existing side porch and shed.  The Applicant had given further information during the public session.  Councillors agreed to support this application.

4827.	Correspondence:
	a)  Clear Councils Insurance renewal £1097.32.  There has been quite a large increase from the previous year and the Insurer is now Ecclesiastical instead of Aviva.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk will look at obtaining a quote from Zurich and Cllr Smith will make enquires as to why the change in Insurer.  The final decision was delegated to the Clerk.
	b)  KALC – Annual Membership renewal.  £516.00 plus Vat.  Agreed.
	c)   Email from Jonathan Strong regarding Highways road closure signage.  The Clerk reported that she is in correspondence with KCC Highways on this matter.

4828.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that the Caretaker is keeping on top of things thanks to the weather.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  As reported in the April Minutes the Lloyds Bank Statement for the end of March had not been received so the reconciliation had not been carried out.  It has now so an amended transaction copy was noted.  The April transaction statement was also noted.
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ii) End of year Budget Statement & Receipts & Payments Account deferred at the last meeting.  The Clerk explained the figures.
iii) Agree Reserves at year end 31.03.2025. This had also been deferred at the last meeting.  The figures were explained and agreed.
iv) Agree Caretaker Scheme’s End of Year Statement 2024/25 & Budget for 2025/2026.  Clerk to look at this again ready for the next meeting.
c)   Planning Decisions:
· PA/2023/2299  Peening Quarter Farm – Change of use of land and buildings from agricultural to create a single dwelling.  Granted.  To note the plans have changed slightly from the original.
· PA/2005/0394  Stocks Farm, Rye Road – Change of use of part of an existing garage from a farm office to short term holiday accommodation and ancillary accommodation.  Granted.
· PA/2025/0328  Greenacres, Rose Hill – Proposed ground floor front and rear extensions, first floor extensions, changes to the roof, changes to fenestration including roof lights and dormer windows to the front and rear elevations.  Granted.	
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report 
e)  Highways – Cllr Venning had been impressed with the repair to the carriageway along Peening Quarter Road.
f)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report. 
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  The Clerk had met with Megan from KB Ecology regarding the Biodiversity Net Gain documentation.  The report will follow in due course.

4829.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  10th June 2025 at 7pm.

4830.	Items for Information:  None

	The meeting closed at 21.18hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Applications:
PA/2025/0606  20 The Street.  The Applicant was able to tell us a bit more about his application. Cllr Venning asked him whether he was aware that KCC Heritage Conservation was requesting the implementation of an archaeological watching brief prior to commencement of the development. 
PA/2025/0723  The Swan.  The Applicant asked questions of the Council and Cllr Venning asked him a question too.
PA/2025/0739  1 Budds Cottages.  The Applicant gave further information and answered questions put to him.
	
