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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th February 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Acting Chairman), S Mash, S Gill, P Venning, thirteen members of the public, PS Dan Edge and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk). 
In the absence of Cllrs Newton and Lloyd-Smith Cllr Mash, as the longest serving member took the Chair to take nominations for the Acting Chairman for this meeting.
Cllr Jeremy Smith was nominated by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Gill.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected as Acting Chairman for this meeting.
4926.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs J Newton, A Lloyd-Smith & C Sykes, reasons accepted, Borough Councillor J Shilton and County Councillor W Chapman.
4927.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session – See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4928.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th January 2026.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4929.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update. Cllr Smith informed the meeting that the CIO had been approved and developments were now awaited on the Lease.
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Still waiting for further information from County Councillor Chapman.
	c)  Caretaker Scheme update.  Ashford Borough Council has been chased for a draft new Contract.
d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  ABC has raised no objection.  Decision from the Diocese is imminent.
	f)  Water Leak in the Churchyard.  In Cllr Lloyd-Smith’s absence the Clerk reported that an engineer was  
	due on site on 13th February 2026.

4930.	Planning Application:  None
	
4931.	To discuss and decide on the future of keeping a Lloyds Bank Account.  The Clerk had explained that she had received a letter from Lloyds Bank advising that unless the authorised signatories were updated by 30th January 2026 payments in branch or by cheque will not be processed.  Unfortunately she had been unable to carry this out.  After a full discussion it was agreed that she goes in person to the bank in Ashford with a letter of authorisation to discuss this further.

4932.	Correspondence:  
	1.  ABC – Welfare Centre Directory – Clerk had updated the keyholder details.
	2.  Unity Trust Account – Reduction in interest rate from 23rd March 2026.  Noted.
	3.  ABC – LGR Have your say on the way Councils in Kent and Medway are organised.  It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting.
	4.  NPPF Consultation. Cllr Smith gave further information on this.  It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting when KALC’s views would be known.
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4933.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Due to water pouring into the Cemetery from The Street and the Apple Orchard during the recent very wet weather, the Caretaker had taken steps to divert it along a safer route.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:  None.
d)  Open Spaces – It was agreed that this would be an appropriate place to discuss the problem which 
had brought the members of the public and PS Dan Edge to the meeting.  Some of the pigs kept in    a field in Budds Lane had escaped and been seen roaming the village.  They appeared friendly and the owner had been contacted.  Unfortunately after school children had come to see one of the pigs 
      which had been seen in Coronation Field.  It had been startled and on getting to its feet had caught 
      the leg of one of the children, badly injuring it.  Her mother had said that it was an accident and not 
      intentional.  The police and Trading Standards are now involved.  It was agreed that the pigs should
      not have been roaming the village and should be properly fenced in.
e)  Highways – The meeting was reminded that the Teams meeting with KCC will be held on 2nd March  
      to discuss the Highways Improvement Plan.
f)   Public Rights of Way – The paths are even muddier than reported last month.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – During the Public Session the Caretaker explained that the cleaning of the  
      drains in The Street, promised by the KCC Drainage Engineer in July 2023 had not taken place 
      causing the rain water to flow into the Cemetery.  The Clerk was asked to take this up with the 
      Drainage Engineer again.

4934.	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:
	1.  KALC Meeting 28th January 2026.  Cllr Smith gave a report on this.  Minutes had been circulated to 
	Councillors.
	2.  KALC Workshop on Understanding Area Committees.  Cllr Smith explained that this was regarding 
	Local Government Reorganisation.  He had heard how the Somerset Unitary uses these.  It is still a very 
              big unknown but discussion should be had as to how it could affect parish councils.

4935.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7pm

4936.	Items for Information:
	The Clerk reported on Age Friendly Towns & Parishes Webinar she had attended.  Tenterden Town
               Council had been in attendance so she would contact them to see if we can work together on this.
	
                   
	The meeting closed at 21.28hrs.



Appendix to the Meeting

Members of the public had attended the meeting to express their concern over the escaped pigs.  The meeting was grateful that PS Dan Edge had been able to attend.  He heard the history of the site and the problems that had been experienced over the last few years.  He had been able to assure the public that the police and Trading Standards are now involved and the problem should be resolved in the not too distant future.  He asked that any further sitings of escaped pigs should be reported to the police and Trading Standards if possible.
