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Minutes of the Extra-ordinary Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 14th April 2020
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19), from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.I. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, G Parkin, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, C Sykes,  Borough Councillor M Burgess and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4160.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
4161.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded
4162.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2020:  Confirmed as a

            correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.
4163.   To confirm the meeting of 24th March 2020 did not take place for want of a quorum. 

             Confirmed.


.


4164.   Coronavirus Planning:

a)  Consider and if agreed establish a Scheme of Delegation for the Council for the duration of the crisis.  The Chairman had circulated a paper explaining the need for this together with a draft resolution.  All councillors, one by one, were asked if they agreed with the wording of the resolution which stated that all functions and decisions previously carried out by the the Council at its meetings, other than those explicitly disallowed by legislation from delegation now or in the future, are hereby delegated to the Proper Officer (Clerk) of the Council.  All Councillors agreed to pass this resolution.  The Clerk will keep a record of all decisions that would normally have been transacted at a meeting and will email a copy to all councillors at the end of each week.


b)  Consider and if agreed set up two Committees of the Council covering Planning and General Business.  The Chairman had circulated a paper which explained that through the crisis situations may arise when it would be preferred, owing to some particular or another, for councillors to take a decision themselves rather than it be delegated to the Clerk, including the possibility that the Clerk may become prey to the virus and temporarily unable to perform the delegation. The setting up of these two Committees at this full Council meeting would enable these committees to function should it become necessary.  Three councillors would be required.  All councillors agreed to this procedure and to pass this resolution. 


c)  Consider and if agreed resolve that a licence may be purchased at a future time for use of suitable remote meeting software in the event that present arrangements prove unusable or unsatisfactory during developing circumstances in the coronavirus crisis.  All agreed and suitable software would be considered and purchased if it becomes necessary..


d)  Consider and if agreed resolve a temporary revision to the Council's Financial Regulations

The Chairman had circulated a paper which explained the need for a 'Plan B' should the Clerk become unable to raise cheques in the usual way. In event of need, cheques will be made out to meet necessary payments in due time, a written record kept and the cheques signed by two councillors but not including the writer of the cheques.  All councillors agreed to pass the resolution as presented.
4165.
Consider and approve the End of Year Receipts & Payments Account & End of Year 
Statement.  The Clerk had previously circulated these to Councillors and answered any 
questions.  The Receipts & Payments Account and End of Year Statement  will go on the 
website and the accounts will be audited by David Chesson, our Internal Auditor.

At this point Cllr Venning asked, as the Borough Councillor was present, if he could give an overview 
on the present Covid-19 position from the Borough Council's perspective.
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The Clerk also informed the Meeting that she would be putting a Planning Application spreadsheet on 
the Notice Boards and the Website as new applications and decisions came in, as this information 
would no longer be available for residents to view from the usual sources,  i.e Outlook on Oxney 
and Council agendas and minutes.
4166. 
Date of next full meeting:  To be advised.
The meeting closed at 17.50 hrs.
