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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely on 9th March 2021 at 18.00hrs
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic (Covid-19) from 23rd March 2020 all meetings held in a public place were cancelled.  Under new government regulations (S.1. 392: 2020) which came into force on 4th April 2020 meetings can take place remotely.
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, Borough Councillor M Burgess, two members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).

4213.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  None

4214.
(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None

             (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None

             (iii) This meeting may be recorded for publication.  
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix to these Minutes for a summary.       

4215.
i) To confirm Minutes of the Public Meeting held on 11th February 2021:  Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.


ii) To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th February 2021: Confirmed as a correct record.  Signature to follow in due course.


4216.
Matters Arising:  There were none.

4217.   Planning Applications:


21/00252/AS  Peening Quarter Farm – Retrospective application for the stationing of a mobile home for residential occupation to accommodate agricultural worker and engineering operations consisting of infilling of hollow ground within farmyard for animal and human safety. Councillors had heard further information from the applicant and had been able to ask questions.  After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application with a condition that it be temporary accommodation only.

21/00359/AS  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – Repair and refurbishment of existing disused Dutch Barn to provide a studio space on the first floor with a utility room, store and car port on the ground floor.  During the public session Councillors had heard that the previous application on this site for ancillary accommodation to The Old Stables is now being marketed as a holiday let and that there were fears that the same would happen to this building.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application but if ABC was minded to grant it then conditions be placed on it.  1.  A condition that it is ancillary to The Old Stables.  2.  No windows should overlook the neighbouring property.  3.  Ensure that the existing sewage system is capable of coping with the extra that would ensue from an additional building. 


4218.
To consider and agree asking ABC to renew the Asset of Community Value on The Swan. The Chairman explained that it was granted for 5 years and is due to end on 5th May this year.  After 
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a short discussion it was agreed to ask ABC to renew it with the Parish Council’s support and to update them on the present position.  Copy to CAMRA as they made the original request.

4219. 
To consider and agree opening a new bank account with Unity Trust Bank.  The Chairman had previously forwarded a paper on this to councillors.  At present we bank with Lloyds and the branches in Rye and Tenterden have closed.  Online banking in the way we would wish it is not possible whereas the Unity Trust Bank is set up to carry this out allowing a multi-level security procedure for all payments being made online.  The cost will be £6 per month however this will be offset with the saving in the Clerk’s time obtaining signatures and postage on sending out cheques.  It was resolved that the Clerk take steps to open an account with the Unity Trust Bank.

4220.   To appoint a representative to the Village Hall Management Committee.  Defer to the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

4221.
Process to co-opt a parish councillor to fill the vacancy.  10 parishioners had not come forward to request a by-election therefore the vacancy will be filled by co-option.  The Parish Council has a policy for this.  Agreed that the Clerk would advertise the vacancy in the April edition of the Outlook on Oxney, on the Notice Boards and on the Website from 1st April 2021.

4222.
Correspondence:

a) Request from Kent Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance for funding.  There is still £500 left in the Donations Budget.  It was agreed to donate £400.                                                                                                                        


b)  Request from NSARDA for funding.  Agreed £100.


c)  Invoice from Satswana – renewal of DPO Service for one year (GDPR).  £150.  Agreed
4223.
Finance:

i)  Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Agreed.


ii)  Agree switch to computerised accounting system from 1stApril 2021.  Chairman reported that the Clerk has been running the manual accounting system in tandem with the new computerised accounting system for almost a year.  It was agreed that from 1st April 2021 just the computerised system will be used.
4224.
Report for noting from representative on outside body:

KALC meeting of 3rd March 2021.  The Chairman gave a brief report.  Now running a zoom workshop for beginners but one for more advanced users will follow later.

4225.
Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed to hold this meeting remotely after the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Thursday 6th May 2021.

4226.
Date of next meeting:  To be advised.

4227.   Items for information:

1,  Cllr. Sykes reported on a complete road blockage by Poplar Farmhouse recently.
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2.  Cllr Venning updated the meeting on the present position at Church (St. John the Baptist, Wittersham).  Rev. Judy Darkins has been asked to retire in July 2021 with the potential lack of replacement, sale of Rectory and the eradication of normal services.  



3.  Cllr Venning suggested that following the comments made online with regard to the recent planning applications the Parish Council should have a collective plan and concentrate on issues relevant to life in the village.


4.  The Chairman updated councillors on the Stodmarsh planning situation.


5.  The Clerk reported on the recent planting of the disease resistant Elm in the Churchyard. 


The meeting closed at 19.30hrs.
Appendix – Public Session
Planning Applications:
21/00252/AS  Peening Quarter Farm. – The Applicant explained his reasons for the need for the mobile home and councillors were able to ask questions.
21/00359/AS  The Old Stables. – A neighbour expressed his concern over this repair and refurbishment.  
