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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th September 2012 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom,  
P Venning, Community Warden, Lee Kidd, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2538.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None
2539.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None 

2540.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess
The meeting was adjourned for the public session.

2541.  To confirm Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting held on 24th August 2012:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record after correction. 

2542. 
Matters Arising :  See Clerk's Report. To note that the stones from the road resurfacing still need to be cleared away.
2543.
Village Caretaker update:  The Chairman informed the meeting that it is hoped to confirm the appointment of Alf Mather shortly.  A staff meeting had been held recently which Michelle Byrne from ABC had attended. Everyone was pleased with the work done which was over and above what had been expected.  A meeting has been arranged for 19th September, with the other parishes in the cluster, to discuss autumn and winter work.
2544.
Community Led Plan Steering Group Update:  Cllr Venning reported that Roger Parker will be taking over as the sole Chairman and it is hoped that a meeting will be held in October to create a basic plan. Clerk to send him a copy of the Local Needs Housing Survey. Funding is available for the Neighbourhood Plan but there may be funds available for the CLP from ACRK.
2545.
To further consider and decide upon the quotes for setting up new website:  The Chairman reported that he had asked 3 companies for quotes but only two had responded.  After a full discussion and having looked at the costings it was agreed to go ahead with the first quote from Kay Williams of Que Design.  The cost is likely to be £1,400 plus £300.  The Chairman will contact Kay but the website will need to be approved at a future meeting before it goes live.
2546.
To discuss & agree the new Code of Conduct & the Notification of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests deferred from the meeting of 10th July 2012:  After a full discussion when some Cllrs expressed their concern over the content of the new Code and the Notification of DPI, it was agreed by 5 votes to 2 not to adopt the proposed new Code of Conduct or to sign the Notification of DPI form, as presented, but to look into producing our own in line with the government's seven principles, Regulations only more recently promulgated, and additions as deemed appropriate.  Cllr Smith agreed to prepare a draft for consideration at the next meeting.
2547.
To discuss and agree the new Dispensations: Deferred to the November meeting.

2548.
To update & discuss the KCC Contract with WPC:  Cllr Smith explained that a revised contract had been received in August.  Improvements have been made but some clarification is still needed.  He will send amendments to KCC before the next meeting with them.  Cllrs agreed to the action being taken.
2549.   Correspondence:


a) Telephone request from Paul Wise from Hawkhurst asking to graze his sheep in the Cemetery.  After a short discussion it was agreed to refuse this request.



For noting:

b)  Audit Commission – Completion of the Annual Audit – No comments made


c)  Audit Commission – Appointment of external auditor from 2012/13 – Littlejohn LLP


d)  Email from Mike Hill (KCC Cllr) – There is more money available for resurfacing roads.  Clerk has asked for the section at Ham Green, between the bends, to be considered.
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Previously circulated:  


e)  Oast to Coast – Summer issue – Pass to CLP Steering Group   f)  KALC Minutes of 20th June 2012     g)  ABC – Urban Sites & Infrastructure Development Plan Document – No comment made     h)  KALC – Minutes of 18th July 2012     i)  BC – Reply to our letter re Site Allocation in Wittersham – S67     k)  ABC – Council tax benefit consultation – Comments made     l)  Ashford Local Plan – Comments made     m)  KCC – Community Transport Fund – Pass to CLP Steering Group     n)  ABC- Plan-It Ashford: Planning our Future together – Pass to CLP Steering Group

Forwarded by E-mail:

o)  Ashford Rural Housing Update     p)  ABC Draft Tenancy Strategy Consultation     q)  KALC – DCLG Consultation on Payments by Parish & Community Councils & Charter Trustees     r)  ACRK – Rural News119     s)  Ashford Voice x 2

2550. 
To authorise payments:

 i)  To reimburse Clerk for printer cartridges & paper £103.23  Authorised

ii)  Audit Commission invoice £162.00  Authorised
2551.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:  



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed 


ii)  To arrange dates for:-




i)   Caretaker Budget setting meeting - 2nd October at 3pm




ii)  Council Budget setting meeting - 15th October at 7.30pm


b)
Planning:  



Considered since meeting held on 10th July 2012:


12/00758/AS  Island Cottage, 18 Swan Street – New solar panels in rear garden Support


12/00805/AS  Wittersham Court Farm, The Street – Application for Certificate of Lawful 


           Development – Existing – Use of C3 dwelling house without complying with 

           agricultural occupancy condition 2 of planning permission AS/77/1281













        Comment



12/00871/AS  Spurban Farm Bungalow – Application to remove agricultural occupancy 


           condition from WE/8/59/102




        Comment


Decisions received: 



11/00648/AS  27 Swan Street – Replacement boundary fence and gate               Granted


12/00666/AS  13 The Street – Erection of a fence along rear  boundary – retrospective













          Granted


12/00699/AS
The Granary, Swan Street – 3 bay oak framed barn with office 




accommodation over





          Granted



12/00805/AS
Wittersham Court Farm – Application for Certificate of Lawful Development 


– Existing – Use of C3 dwelling house without complying with agricultural 



occupancy condition 2 of planning permission AS/77/1281           Is Lawful


12/00871/AS
Spurban Farm Bungalow – Application to remove agricultural occupancy 



condition from WE/8/59/102




          Granted



Enforcement Notice  - Breach of planning control re The Barn at Owley Farm, Acton Lane 
and Flats 2 & 3 forming part of the the first floor of the land as marked – There has been 
a material change of use of the land from agricultural use to a mixed use of agricultural 
and residential use.



High Hedge Legislation – Summer House, The Street

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – Clerk has been chasing Highways as the verges each side of 
the village have not yet been cut.  KCC have strimmed some footpaths.


d)
Open Spaces – None


e)
Cemetery & Churchyard – None
2552.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

            Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom reported that the radiators in the Hall had been 
attended to.

2553.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2554.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  9th October 2012
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2529.
Items for information: 


a) Clerk had received the following since the setting of the agenda:-



i)   Invite from the Mayor & Mayoress of Ashford to their autumn charity dinner on 13th 
  
    October.



ii)  KCC – Small changes to the Household Waste Recycling Centres



iii) KCC – Temporary closure of Ashford Household Waste Recycling Centre in Ashford 
  
    for 6 months. 


b)  Wittersham Film Society – The Chairman informed the meeting that £3,000 has been promised from Mike Hill (KCC Cllr) towards the cost and it is hoped that there will be money available from the Community Fund at Ashford.  The total cost is approximately £12,500.  It is hoped to have it up and running by Christmas.
The meeting closed at 21.55hrs

For inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney (September)

Website
