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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th September 2018 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3839.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr Parkin, pecuniary interest in agenda item 9, Minute no. 3847.


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3840.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr C Sykes reason accepted, Borough Councillor M Burgess, PCSOs Kate Richards and Luke Jones..

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3841.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2018:  Confirmed as a correct record

           after correction of typing errors.  

3842.
Matters Arising: 


ABC policy on Parish Council objections to planning applications: Reply now received but seemed to miss the point of our letter.  The Chairman has drafted a reply which all Councillors had seen and agreed should be sent to ABC clarifying the Parish Council's request that Planning Officers should contact the Clerk if they are minded to grant a planning application when the Parish Council has objected to it.
3843.
Planning Application (previously circulated):


18/01083/AS  Tyle House Farm Orchard, Stocks Road – Proposed new gated access.   After a full discussion and having heard comments made in the Public Session this application was supported by 4 Councillors and objected to by 2. 

18/01275/AS  Windrush Cottage, Stocks Road – Proposed 2 storey side & rear extension, proposed additional rear dormer window & rooflight to north, changes to external materials.  Councillors supported this application.


18/01043/AS  Redundant Barn at Ewe & Lamb Public House – Conversion of existing barn into 1 bed dwelling. After a full discussion and having listened to comments made during the public session Councillors agreed unanimously to strongly object to this proposal pointing out to the Borough Council that the building in the application is incorrectly described as a redundant barn.  It was rebuilt, under the appeal granted for the dwellings in the Ewe & Lamb Mews, as a 'Replacement/Repositioned Garage/Store for the Ewe & Lamb Public House'.


To note: 18/01279/AS Wittersham Cemetery – Change of use of land from Orchard to Cemetery extension for use as a Burial Ground.

3844.
Housing Needs Survey – implementation update.  Cllr Venning reported on the meeting held 


with the Rural Housing Enabler and would draft the accompanying letter which goes out with the 


Survey for Councillors to agree/comment.  Outlook on Oxney has agreed that the survey can go 


out with the November issue.  It was also agreed that there should be a Christmas Hamper Draw 


to encourage residents to take part.  

3845.  Should the PC respond to the consultation 'Drones in the Countryside'?  After a short 


discussion it was agreed not to take part.

3846.  SIDs update.  Clerk reported that the information we were given back in April last year has 
changed.  KCC has tightened up its location selection process following various issues at other 
projects and now considers that not all locations selected may be appropriate.  The Parish 
Council needs to consult with residents.  After a discussion on how to move forward it was 
agreed to ask KCC why they think that the grass verge selected is not Highways property.
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3847.
To consider any action to be taken with regard to the change of KCC policy on free school transport.  Some parents in the village, having been told by KCC that their child/children are eligible for free transport to Homewood School have now received a letter saying that an error had been made and their nearest school, which is eligible for free transport, is Rye College and that funding for transport to Homewood will therefore be removed from 1st January 2019.  After a full discussion it was agreed to write to Mike Hill, KCC County Councillor, pressing for his help in getting this change to be reversed for support to revert this new policy and to copy it to MPs Damian Green and Amber Rudd.

3848.
Community Resilience Workshop 6th October.  This is a free event that the Clerk and Chairman will be attending.

3849. 
Payments for authorisation:


Burslems – Cleaning of War Memorial £925 plus VAT.  Authorised.
3850.
Correspondence:


a) John Jordan, Wittersham RBL – Asking that the PC considers purchasing at £250, a silhouette to be placed at the War Memorial.  During a short discussion it was agreed not to do so as there is already one at the Church which, it is understood, will be moved to the War Memorial for Remembrance Sunday.
            For noting:  

b) Carers Support – Thank you for kind donation.


c)  PKF Littlejohn LLP – Notice of Completion of Audit.  No comments or recommendations made.  Notice is in Village Hall Notice Board and on the website.


Previously Circulated by email:

d)  ABC – Notice of Polling District & Places Review     e)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     f)  Your Kent in Brief Bulletin     g)  Kent PCC June/July 2018 Newsletter     h)  WKPS July Planning Newsletter     i)  KALC – The Dynamic Councillor 5th Sept.     j)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     k)  PCC Annual Policing Survey 2018     l)  KALC – Ashford Area Committee meeting 18th July     m)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership July 2018     n)  Kent Community Safety Newsletter July 2018     o)  NALC Newsletter     p)  Government publication of the revised NPPF 2018     q)  Merchant Navy Day in Ashford 3rd September     r)  Ashford Volunteer Car Service     s)  Sussex Coast is top of the water table     t)  Consultation: LGA green paper for adult social care & wellbeing     u)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes     v)  Message for Ashford Health Network members     w)  ABC – Leader's Briefing Note no. 62 on Fly Tipping     x)  ABC – Parish Briefing no. 63 – ABC Newshub     y)  UK Power Network Councillor Newsletter Summer 2018     z)  ABC Leader's Briefing Notes nos 64 & 65       aa)  Update from Southern Water – Annual Report & Survey     bb)  ABC - Leader's Briefing Note no. 66     cc)  Kent PCC August 2018 Newsletter     dd)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership August 2018     ee)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes     ff)  KALC Newsletter     gg) Drones in the Countryside     hh) ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     ii)  Water for Life – Southern Water's Business Plan for 2020-2025     jj)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     kk)  KCC's Household Waste Recycling Centre Consultation     ll)  Ashford is Changing – special event invitation.
3851.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's: Alf has a problem with his back but grass cutting can still be done.  Clerk reported that she has arranged for Robert Pudan to cut the hedge around The Green and Coronation Field and the hedge at Kenardington.  Alf will liaise with him.


b)  Finance: 


Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement for two months. The Clerk pointed out that an Exclusive Right of Burial Grant Form had been returned as it was no longer required so a refund of £344 had been made.  Agreed.  To note that the Clerk will be attending the Clerks Conference on 13th September.
    

            c)  Planning:

                 Considered since last meeting:
                 18/00970/AS  The Oast House, Budds Lane – New detached timber storage shed & log     

                                         store                                                                                                       Support

                 18/01071/AS  Plastre Court – Removal of existing downstairs bathroom; installation of en

                  LBA               suite bathroom adjacent to main bedroom at first floor level: installation of 
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                                        wardrobe area adjacent to main bedroom; alteration of stairway access to 

                                        attic area; installation of roof lights (retrospective)               No comment made                                                                                                                                                                  
                 Decisions received:
                 18/00970/AS  The Oast House, Budds Lane – New detached shed & log store        Granted

                 18/00468/AS  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – Conversion of existing brick hut to a

                                         living studio & ancilliary accommodation with new fenestration and 

                                         roof lights (retrospective)                                                                       Granted

                 18/00692/AS  39 Swan Street – Erection of two storey rear extension (resubmission of 

                                        approved scheme 15/00141/AS)                                                            Granted

                 To note – CO/18/0186 Land on the south side of Palstre Court Road – Alleged siting of

                                 mobile home for residential occupation.

d)  Highways: Nothing to report

e)  Public Rights of Way: Nothing to report


f)  Open Spaces:  Hedge around The Green & Coronation Field needs attention, see Minute no. 3851.a.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: 

            i) Clerk reporting on a meeting with David Ward who has put a subsoiler through the proposed extension to the Cemetery and given a quote to cut back the hedgerow undergrowth to the tree line to enable the ground to be ploughed.  Quote for this and disposal of cuttings £900 which was accepted.
3852.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin reported that a meeting hadn't been held for some time but they are looking to have the pot holes at the front of the Hall filled. Cllr Venning asked for action to be taken with regard to WiFi in the village Hall.
3853.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3854.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  9th October 2018 at 7.30pm
3855.
Items for information: 


i)   Clerk read out the PCSO's report.


ii)  Clerk reported that she will be arranging a Defibrillator Training with John Rivers to be held in the Village Hall for all those interested.


iii)  Cllr Parkin and the Clerk will be going to look at a possible boulder for the Wittersham Airfield Plaque on 1st October.


iv)  The Chairman went through the Task List to remind Councillors of outstanding items.


v)   A meeting has been arranged between the Clerk, Chairman & Chairman of VOICES, Roger Parker for 4th October.

The meeting closed at 22.10hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


18/01083/AS  Tyle House Farm Orchard – Mrs Lewis gave her view that Councillors should be very guarded as to what this new access is for as nothing has been done to maintain the site since it was bought. 


18/01043/AS  Redundant Barn at Ewe & Lamb Public House – Neighbours all expressed their concern over this application explaining the history of the site so that Councillors were aware of the problems that could arise.  It was also pointed out that it is not a Redundant Barn but a Replacement/Repositioned Garage/Store for the Ewe & Lamb Public House.
Other Matters
            1)  Mr Phil Willcocks expressed his concern over the latest objection that had been made with regard to noise from the refrigeration at the Village Shop.


2)  Mrs Mary Walton repeated her views on 'duty of regard'.


3)  It was asked if anything could be done about the speed of vehicles travelling through the village.  The SIDs project was explained.

