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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th June 2009 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, Borough Cllr M Burgess, Karen Peck Community Warden, SC Andy Bowtell, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1820.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllrs Mrs S Mash, A Mayer & D Chesson declared an 
interest in agenda item 18 b) Minute no. 1837 b)

1821.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1822.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Cllr. D Pennyfather, reason accepted

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1823.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th May 2009:   After two amendments the minutes were confirmed and signed as a correct record. 

1824.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1825.
Planning Applications:  All applications had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


09/00510/AS  Lordings Cottage – Erection of 3 bay oak framed garage.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

At this point Borough Councillor Burgess left the meeting whilst his application was discussed


09/00568/AS  7 Lloyds Green – Erection of replacement porch with downstairs cloakroom.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

Borough Councillor Burgess returned to the meeting

1826.   To consider the speed Limit Review – Area 1:  The Chairman informed the meeting that


he and the Clerk had attended a meeting at the Town Hall in Tenterden which had explained the review in full.  All Cllrs had looked at the review and agreed to accept it.

1827.
To consider Business Forum:  Cllr Lewis gave an update.  Attendance is increasing.  To be called Wittersham Rural Business Partnership.  Constitution agreed at the last meeting.  First project is to design and print the rural directory.  It is hoped that a grant will be obtained from KCC.

1828.
To further consider a water supply for the Village Green in The Street: It was agreed to issue a cheque for £102 against the donation received for the South East Water survey.  Cllr Lewis to arrange.  Should the scheme go ahead it was agreed that a lockable tap should be fitted.

1829. 
To consider the cutting of Coronation Field hedge, painting the seat on the Village Green in The Street and the future of the tree and viburnum there:  Cllr Lyon informed the meeting that the Conservation Group had offered to cut the hedge at the end of June, free of charge, as they did last year.   They also offered to refurbish the oak seat and paint the metalwork black.  Cllrs accepted their offers with thanks.  Cllr Lyon had also received a request from the Brownie Unit to reinstate a garden they once looked after on the Village Green to commemorate 100 years of Guiding.  Cllrs agreed to this request.

1830.
To consider the need for formal naming of roads within the Village:  The Chairman suggested that a letter be sent to residents in the Peening Quarter area of the Village explaining how this request came about and asking for their views.  Cllrs agreed that it should be called Peening Quarter rather than Poplar Road as ABC says is should be but the final decision should reflect the views of everyone living there. 
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1831.
To clarify the quote for work in the Cemetery:   Cllrs agreed that the metal fence, when removed should be placed at the bottom of the slope by the Ghyll and that Ray Pilcher be asked to quote for taking the top off the path down the middle.

1832.
To consider the cost of repairing the wall by the Lych Gate at Church:  Cllrs agreed that the Council was unable to settle any invoice for the work as it had been carried out without prior agreement, contrary to Standing Orders.

1833.
To consider the state of the Horse Chestnut tree in the Churchyard by the West Door:  Agreed that ABC be asked to look at this tree and if considered dangerous to ask a tree surgeon for a quote.  

1834.
To further discuss the provision of a basket ball post on Coronation Field:  Cllr Lewis reported that a grant may be possible from ABC but the remainder would have to be paid for by the Parish Council.  Cllrs agreed an amount up to £300.

1835.
Correspondence:


a)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Subscription of £35.  Cllrs agreed to this.


b)  Gail Bartlett, Internal Auditor's Report – Suggestions agreed to, written quote of Village Hall Insurance to be obtained in future and Paye to be paid quarterly


For noting

c)  Wittersham Midsummer Fete – Letter of thanks for donation

d)  NHS Kent Primary Care Agency – Rurality of Area

e)  ABC – Various notices re County Elections

Previously Circulated

f)  Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Information sheets       g)  KCC Statement of Community Involvement Scoping Consultation     h)  Southern Water's Performance Report 2008/09     )   ABC Charging for Parish Council By-Elections
j)   KCC Kent Minerals & Waste Development Framework
k)  Clerks & Councils Direct       l)   Southern Water's Business Plan 2010-15     m)     Oast to Coast

1836.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during May £100.  Authorised


ii)
HMRC – Paye Mth 2 £66.60  Authorised


iii)
Robert Pudan – Invoice 4 £305.  Authorised

1837
Working Party Reports:


a)   Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.                                                                                                          


b)  Planning 


      Considered since previous meeting



09/00405/AS  St John the Baptist Church – Proposed pitched roof to existing



outbuilding (Bier House).  Installation of new balanced flue boiler outlet in south



wall of the Tower                                                                                                       Support


      Decisions received from ABC



09/00300/AS  Hill House, Moons Green – Erection of a single storey extension to



kitchen and erection of replacement garage including attached oil storage and



link wall to new extension.  Erection of a first floor extension to the north and west



elevation includes erection of chimney and remodelling of front right side



elevation.








           Granted



09/00390/AS  3 Forge Meads – Two storey extension to rear

           Granted



c)
Highways & Footpaths – Pot holes by Sports Field have been reported.  Agreed that 
cutting back hedges etc should be mentioned in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.


d)
Open Spaces –   Nothing to report


e)
Cemetery –   
Nothing to report
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1838.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – In Cllr Pennyfather's absence there was no report. 


ii)  KALC 3rd June 2009 -  The Chairman gave a short report on this meeting when he had been appointed Vice Chairman for which he was congratulated. Planning issues and election expenses had been discussed.

1839. 
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  to be advised

1839.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   14th July 2009

1840.
Items for Information:  

1. Parish Desk will be at the Midsummer Fete, to be manned by Councillors

2. Emergency Planning Training will be held on 3rd October 2009 at Wateringbury Village Hall


      Mrs Miriam Lewis will be attending with thanks from the Council. 


3.   Holiday Dates reminder


4.   Cllr Lyon reminded Cllrs that he would be unable to attend the next Police Parish Forum 

      Meeting to be held on 15th July.  Cllr Chesson offered to attend in his place.

The meeting closed at 21.18hrs

Items for Outlook on Oxney

Rural Business Partnership

Coronation Field Hedge & Seat

KALC Vice Chairman

Cut hedges back (separate)

