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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th April 2012 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash,  D Lewis, Mrs P Homewood, J Smith, N Thom,  
P Venning, Borough Cllr M Burgess, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

2437.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Rivers declared a non pecuniary interest in agenda 
item 6 i) minute number 2442.i)

2438.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2439.
Apologies and reason for absence:   Lee Kidd, Community Warden

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.

2440.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th March 2012:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record after a number correction at Minute No. 2418.

2441. 
Matters Arising :  See Clerk's Report

Cllr Rivers left the meeting

2442.
Planning Applications:  These had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


i)  12/00360/AS  17 Coombelands – Proposed pool & pool house.  Having listened to the comments made during the Public Session and after a short discussion Cllrs agreed to fully support this application.

Cllr Rivers returned to the meeting


ii)  12/00369/AS  Spurban Farm Bungalow – Application for Lawful Development Certificate – Existing Use – application to regularise the use and occupation of the dwelling that has been lived in continuously in breach of an agricultural occupancy condition for a period exceeding ten years.  After a full discussion a majority support  was agreed.

2443.
To report on the appointment of the Village Caretaker:  The Chairman informed the meeting that 57 enquiries had been received and 39 application forms completed.  These had been short listed to 6 and interviews had taken place on 13th April.  A decision was made after a 2 and a half hour discussion.  Until the contract has been signed the name cannot be released.  This is due to happen on 18th April 2012.  After a short discussion the wording of the contract was agreed with the amendment stating a salary of £1,300 per month with any overtime based on a normal hourly rate of £8.57.  

2444.
To discuss and agree on a Village Caretaker Committee with delegated powers including financial:  It was agreed that as there was a need to work and make decisions between meetings that the committee comprise of Cllrs Rivers and Smith together with the Clerk as before. Any action taken would be reported to the next meeting.

2445.
To agree to the Health & Safety Policy Statement & corresponding Rules: Agreed and that the committee be able to amend the rules as necessary and report back to Council.  Risk Assessments have still to be completed.

2446.
To appoint a Housing Committee to move forward on Local Needs Housing: It was agreed that this would consist of Cllrs Homewood, Rivers & Lewis with a member of the Community Led Plan Steering Group co-opted on.  The Clerk would also attend.

2447.
To discuss producing the next annual newsletter:  This was agreed with the Chairman volunteering to produce it for which he was thanked.

2448.
To consider Ashford Borough Council's email with regard to Rural Extra Care Housing:  The Chairman explained that the development proposed for Appledore had fallen through so other sites were being sought.  It was agreed that this should be taken further with Jennifer Shaw from ABC.
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2449.
To arrange a date to meet with the Churchwardens to discuss the PCC wish list:  It was agreed that Health & Safety aspects should be the top priority.  Cllrs Homewood, Rivers & Thom together with the Clerk should meet the Churchwardens.  Clerk to obtain some dates.

2450.   Correspondence:


a) KALC – Subscription for year ending 31st March 2013 £366.61 plus VAT = £439.93  Agreed


b) Local Council Review – Annual Subscription £15.50  Agreed


c) Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Subscription £35.00 Agreed


d) Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Hall & Club Room - £95 Agreed


e) The Kent Men of The Trees – Competition fee £10 Agreed


f) Request for a cheque for £158 made payable to Event Insurance Services to be taken from the budget for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations.  This is for insurance cover on 3rd June for the Big Lunch. Agreed


For noting:


g) KCC – Parish Council Legal Scheme – This is being looked into by KALC


h) Audit Commission – Notice of Audit 11th June 2012


Previously circulated:  


i) Oast to Coast Spring 2012 issue     j)  Local Council Review


Forwarded by E-mail:


k)  ABC - Forward Plan of Key Decisions April to July 2012     l)  KALC – Learning & Development Update 2 2012     m)  KALC – Parish News 2012     n)  ABC – Forward Plan of Key Decisions May to August     o)  ABC – Chilmington Green Area Action Plan Regulation 19     


p)  KALC – Learning & Development Update April 2012     q)  ABC – Council Performance Quarter 4

2451. 
To authorise payments:


i)  HM Revenue & Customs £214.60 Paye tax for months 10,11 & 12 Authorised


ii) KCC Inv 4018487 to provide salt Bin & two additional fills £350 plus VAT of £70 = £420


Authorised 

2452.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance:  



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement.  Agreed 



ii)  End of Year Statement and Receipts & Payments Account – to be ratified at next 
meeting



iii) To agree to carry over certain amounts for certain projects. Agreed. Cemetery - 
£1,600  
Churchyard - £750       War Memorial - £688        Youth £2,500     
Environmental projects 
£700  Agreed



iv)  To agree to purchasing a payroll software package at £50 plus VAT = £60  Agreed


b)
Planning:  



Decision received: 



12/001197AS  Land at garage block rear of 29 Forge Meads – Change of use of land to 



garden & erection of 1.8metre high fence & gate                            Granted
12/00305/AS
Palstre Court Oast – Erection of detached three car garage/log store 



building






           Granted



Considered since last meeting:



12/00305/AS
Palstre Court Oast – Erection of detached three car garage/log store 



building





                      Support 

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths –  noted that the manhole cover had been lifting by Wishfield in 
The Street during heavy rain and that the blockage between storm gullies by 18b Swan 
Street has not been cleared although previously marked by Highways.  Clerk to follow up.
Poplar Road sign outside 19 Poplar Road has not been replaced.  Clerk to chase.


d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lewis reported that 4 small trees had been planted in Coronation 
Field alongside the boundary with Hillview Garage.  These included cob nut trees 
donated by Mr & Mrs Lyon for which thanks were given.  Four more from the Sports Field 
will also be planted there and then wild flowers sown between.



e)
Cemetery & Churchyard – Settlement had again occurred in the late Mrs Kirby's grave 
and filled again by Fuggles and a memorial had been put in place in another area but 
payment had not yet been received.  Clerk is chasing.
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2453.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

i) Village Hall Management Committee – Nothing to report

ii) KALC 4th April – The Chairman had sent his apologies to this meeting.  At this point the Chairman gave a short report on the KALC/ABC meeting he had attended with Cllr Smith.

2454.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised

2455.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  8th May 2012 7pm

2456.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  8th May 2012 following the Annual Parish Meeting.

2457.
Items for information: 


a) Introduction to Grievance & Appeals Procedure – The Chairman gave a brief outline of this item which will be on the agenda for the next meeting.


b)  A note had gone out to arrange the first meeting of the Community Led Plan Steering Group


c)  Cllr Mash informed the meeting that Wittersham Primary School had received a good Ofsted Report and an outstanding one from the Diocese.


d)  Cllr Lewis asked that the Public Consultation on the 'Publication' Version of the Chilmington Green Area Action Plan which had been forwarded to Cllrs by email be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 


e)  The Clerk read out a report from the Community Warden.

The meeting closed at 21.40hrs

