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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th July 2024 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, A Lloyd-Smith, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4695.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr S Gill, reason accepted.
4696.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr P Venning, agenda item 5 Minute number 4699. b
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4697.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th June 2024. The Minutes were agreed and signed as a 
              correct record.

4698.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  The Chairman confirmed that it was now closed, and that the landlord had opened the Cricketers in Rye; however the Chairman still hoped to speak to him and to write an article for the September issue of Outlook on Oxney asking for suggestions as to how the Swan might be revived in the interest of the village.
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman reported that the Trustees had now agreed to apply to the Charity Commission to become a CIO (Charitable Independent Organisation) and the signing of the Lease appears to be going ahead.  The Committee has yet to appoint a Chairman.
c)  s.106 update.  The Clerk reported that she and Cllr Smith had met with Annie Brown the ABC officer and that the following had been agreed to be put into the s106 Agreement:-  Natural Play for the Village Green, setting out and ground preparation for new informal football pitch on the Village Green and money towards the burial ground extension project.   
d)  Update on possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  Councillors agreed to concentrate on getting the registered Village Green transferred to Parish Council ownership as this piece of land can never be used for housing.
e)  Cemetery Planning Application update.  Cllr Smith reported that we are still waiting for further information regarding the requirement for net diversity gain information.  Annie Brown said that she may be able to help and would report back but nothing has been heard from her yet.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Tobias Jackson to ask if he could provide the necessary information.
f)  Cemetery direction sign.  Two had been purchased and passed to the Caretaker to erect.
g)  Overgrown hedges update.  The Clerk had written a piece for Outlook on Oxney reminding residents to cut back their hedges.  She had also contacted our Highways Steward who said that he will put in an order for overgrown hedges to be cut where the properties are empty and for sale.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Village Hall Management Committee asking for their hedge to be cut back.
h)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk had written to Mike Hill’s PA who has reminded him.  He is still waiting for a response from Highways.
i)  Parking problem on Poplar Road alongside the sports field update.  The Clerk had written to the Football Club, but apparently the problem was not caused by a Football Club match.  She then wrote to the Sports Club who replied that they were aware of the problem and are doing what they can to alleviate it. 

4699.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2024/1034  The Oast House, Budds Lane – Retrospective Listed Building Consent for internal and external works including replacement fenestration and weatherboarding, removal of window and installation of free standing oil boiler.  Replacement internal doors and kitchen and bathroom units, 
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removal of plasterboard to expose timberwork and replacement central staircase and structure beam to kitchen.  Councillors had heard further information from the applicants during the public session. Councillors agreed to support this application.
b)  PA/2024/1100  Blackbarn, Poplar Road – Laying of hardstanding (retrospective).  Councillors had heard the reason for the retrospective application during the public session.  It was agreed to support this application.

4700.	To agree amended policy for dealing with press/media – decision deferred at last meeting.  Councillors and the Clerk had made further comments.  Cllr Venning had now included these in a separate document ‘Social Media – Best Practice Guide’.  This was agreed, with the Clerk to add suitable words to the existing policy.
	
4701.	To review Burial Fees and Charges.  It was proposed by Cllr Sykes and seconded by Cllr Newton and agreed by all to increase these by 2%.

4702.	To agree to put in a planning application to renew the paving slabs around the War Memorial and open up the hedge into the Memorial Garden, should this be required.  The Clerk explained that despite numerous chasing emails to the Conservation Team at ABC asking for confirmation that planning permission is required there has been no response.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should obtain a quote to replace the stone paving surrounding the War Memorial based on the plan already drawn.  Due to there not being a meeting in August it was agreed to delegate the decision to proceed to the Clerk with a budget of £5,000 and a reserve budget of £3,000.  The stone should be grey Indian Sandstone or similar and the correct mortar should be used.  This should be completed in time for the Remembrance Sunday service.  The Clerk will ask the Royal British Legion for a letter of support.

4703.	Correspondence:
	a)  Request from PC Darren Laker to arrange a surgery for him in the Village Hall Club Room.  The Clerk had arranged this for Monday 8th July with plenty of notice given on Nextdoor, Notice Boards, Website & our Facebook Page but only Cllr Smith and two residents turned up. PC Laker told us that he is aware of the local problems and does visit the village as often as he can.  He reminded us that all incidents should be reported.  
	b)  ABC – ‘Our Local Plan Explained’.  Consultations are being held throughout the Borough.  Our nearest one is on Tuesday 6th August at Tenterden Leisure Centre.  The Clerk will inform the village in the usual way and encourage interest.

4704.	Payments for Authorisation.  The Clerk’s expenses 8th March to 30th June 2024 amounting to £109.32 were approved. This includes the refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting.  

4705.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – A meeting is being arranged with the ABC officer now involved with the Caretaker Scheme.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements – Noted.
ii)  First Quarter’s Budget Statement.  The Clerk explained the figures.
c)   Planning Decisions:
PA/2024/0873 Kingsgate House – Proposed erection of detached annexe with double car barn.  Granted.	
	d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report. 
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e)  Highways – The Clerk reported that the potholes have been filled on the B2082 between the junction with the A268 and the entrance to Iden village.
f)  Public Rights of Way – The hedges each side of the path on into the field on AT79 need cutting back.  The Clerk will write to the landowners.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Mash asked that the Caretaker cut back an overhanging branch on the lime tree on the path between the north and west doors.

4706.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  10th September 2024 at 7pm.

4707.	Items for Information:
1. The Chairman informed the meeting that surface of the pétanque pitch at the Sports Club needs adjustment.
2. Cllr Smith reported that the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee will be calling a  meeting to discuss why the charity should convert to a CIO. 

	
	The meeting closed at 20.58hrs. 

Appendix
Planning	PA/2024/1034  The Oast House, Budds Lane.  The applicants gave further information regarding their application explaining that they had been misled by their architect who had told them that the work being carried out didn’t require Listed Building Consent.
		PA/2024/1100   Blackbarn, Poplar Road.  Cllr Venning informed the meeting that it had not been realised that planning permission was required as they were just using existing material in the field to make a very wet entrance safer.  
Greg Penoyre wished to inform the meeting that the next Climate Change Meeting will be held on 21st September to which all are invited.
Kate Miller brought Councillors attention to the lack of imagination in the play equipment provided in the Play Park.  It was explained that it was hoped that should the proposed housing application on Stocks Road be given consent then s.106 money could be used to improve the play equipment and to have it in a better place.  She also asked if instruction on using the adult fitness equipment could be arranged as not many people are aware of how to use it.  Cllr Smith explained that there were instructions on each piece.  
	
