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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd March 2013 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, Mrs P Homewood, N Thom, J Smith, 2 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
2638.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllrs Lewis & Venning, reasons accepted, Borough Councillor M Burgess and Community Warden Lee 
Kidd.
2639.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, 2.33;  None 


At this point Cllr Smith asked that the Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interest and related matters which he had previously prepared be placed on the agenda for approval at the next meeting.  Agreed.
The meeting was adjourned for the public session.
2640.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th February 2013: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
2641.   Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report. 
2642.  To consider and approve the following:-


 i)  KCC Caretaker Scheme Agreement – Cllr Smith explained the history of getting it to this point.  All Cllrs had a copy and approved that it should be signed as a deed by the Chairman on behalf of the Parish Council.  Clerk to write asking for the amount paid to the Parish Council to be agreed for next financial year.


ii) ABC Caretaker Scheme Agreement – Cllrs had a copy of this and approved it subject to a spelling mistake being corrected. Once the corrected Agreement is returned to the Parish Council it was agreed that the Chairman should sign it on behalf of the Parish Council.


Iii) Letters of Agreement with other Parish Councils – Cllr Smith had drafted this and explained that as we had approved the Agreements with KCC and ABC which stated our involvement with the other Parish Councils we needed a signed Agreement from them. Cllrs each had a copy which they approved.  
2643.
To agree to meet the costs of:-


 i)  the first survey by Wittersham VOICES, the Community Led Plan Group and


ii)  producing display material for VOICES  - Cllrs asked that they keep good records of all consultations conducted and information gained which could help with the Neighbourhood Plan and agreed to meet their costs up to £200. Clerk to check the best way to help them with this.
2644.
To agree that the Clerk's salary be increased to the next pay scale from 1st April 2013, an increase of 37p per hour.  Agreed.
2645    Correspondence:


a) Draft plans for an agricultural barn in College Wood for discussion. - Cllrs had a copy of the plans sent to us by Lord Lucas.  After a short discussion it was agreed to reply that we lend our support in principle.


b) Wind Turbines on Romney Marsh for discussion – After a short discussion it was agreed that it is not our policy to comment on issues outside our boundary but we wish them every success.


c)  ABC – Village Green Pond (Poplar Farm Pond) restoration.  E-mail received stating that they are willing to agree to a peppercorn rent but are not happy to have an orchard on the land.  Papers will be drawn up by the Legal Department.  Clerk to point out that there isn't a right of vehicle access across the Village Green to the paddock rented out by ABC.  Also noted that vehicles to the Woodland View development have been known to drive across the Village Green.
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d)  Glasdon invoice no. 638815 for 3 dog waste bins and base posts £404.87 plus Vat.  Agreed.  These will be kept in one of the Caretaker's garages for the time being.


e)  Invoice from Chris Breakell for cutting back the brambles etc on Coronation Field £125 plus Vat. Agreed 


f)  Biffa Municipal – Presentation at a meeting on the new Recycling & Refuse collection services.  Agreed to invite them to our Annual Parish Meeting.

For noting: 


g)  Landscape Services – Corporate Restructuring of KCC's Commercial Services.


h)  Landscape Services – Customer Survey.


Previously circulated:

i) KCC – Kent Lane Rental Scheme Notice of Scheme coming into effect     j)  Clerks & Councils Direct     k)  KCC – Kent Minerals & Waste Local Plan 


Forwarded by E-mail:

l)  KALC – Kent Wildlife/Nature Events 2013     m)  Ashford Borough Citizens Advice Bureau Newsletter     n)  KALC – DCLG Notes on Neighbourhood Planning Edition 4     o)  KALC – Parish News March 2013     p)  KALC – Putting Communities First – Eric Pickles MP to headline NALC London Event     q)  KALC – First Notice of Kent's First Speed     s)  KALC – Kent Broadband contract signing
2646.
Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:

i)  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed

ii) Clerk's expenses 1st October 2012 to 22nd March 2013 £194.36   Agreed

b) Planning:  




    Decisions received: None


         
    Considered since last meeting:

    13/00099/AS 20 Swan Street – Foundation underpinning & localised rebuilding of external                                                          walls                                                                                                                             Support

c)  Highways – Nothing to report


d)  Footpaths –  Nothing to report


e)  Open Spaces –


     i)  Our Caretaker is off sick with a back problem.  


     ii)  The Churchill Oak plaque has been repaired by Will Breakell at no cost and reinstated by      the Caretaker.  Clerk to send letter of thanks.


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Clerk reported that the filling in of the latest grave is inadequate.  This will be reported to the Funeral Directors.  The path to the Bier House in the Churchyard has been completed.
2647.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 
            i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom gave a short report. The hiring out of the hall 
is on the increase. They are considering putting a gate across the entrance to the car park.  The 
table tennis is going well.


ii) KALC meeting of 20th March.  The Chairman gave a short report.  The meeting had discussed 
Council Tax, the Locality Board, Neigbourhood Planning Support and safe and sensible street 
lighting. Views on the latter were asked for on the KCC website.
2648.
To arrange a date & discuss format of Annual Parish Meeting:  It was agreed to ask Biffa to 
attend together with Mike Hill, our KCC representative, and VOICES.  Date: 25th April or 2nd 
May 2013.
2649.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2650.
Date of next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  9th April 2013
2651.
Items for information: 


a) Report on informal meeting held with Lanndia on 9th March.  The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had been invited to discuss the possibility of housing for farm workers and other local people in the village with developers Lanndia and Mr T Piper and his son.  It had been pointed out to them that a public meeting should be held before any formal application is made to Ashford Borough Council. It has also been pointed out to them that the pond, in their ownership, 
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alongside the public right of way at the back of Forge Meads should be cleaned and fenced off which they agreed to do in due course.


b) The Clerk read out the Community Warden's Report.

The meeting closed at 21.26hrs

For Outlook on Oxney – Point out the Common sense plan for safe and sensible street lighting on the KCC website  
