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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th November 2023  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, A Lloyd-Smith, P Venning, C Sykes, S Gill, 8 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4574.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr L Brown, reason accepted and Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4575.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4576.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th October 2023.  After an amendment agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4577.	Matters Arising:
a)  Bus Shelter update.  We now have 4 builders who have expressed an interest.  Clerk to arrange meetings with them, Greg Penoyre, advising the Council informally and the Chairman.
c)  The Swan ACV application. As a result of the Chairman’s report in the last issue of the Outlook on Oxney the Clerk had received one suggestion from a resident as to the future of The Swan.  A full discussion followed resulting in the Chairman being asked to clarify the position with ABC regarding any possible sale and the ACV position.  (During this discussion the meeting had been adjourned for a few minutes for further information from a member of the public present.)
d)  Village Hall Management Committee Representative.  After a full discussion it was agreed that until the Village Hall is registered as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) the Parish Council is unable to put forward a Parish Councillor as a Trustee owing to risks and uncertainties.
e)  Safe entrance for pedestrians to the War Memorial.  The Chairman reminded councillors that this had been agreed previously but since the steps to the Memorial from The Street had proved to be very slippery, this project should be widened to incorporate repaving the surround.  Agreed this should be on the agenda for the next meeting.
f)   Digital Champion.  Clerk reported that she had spoken with Paul Hutchinson who is our KCC Digital Champion and has agreed with him that she will put a suitable note in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.  He is prepared to be available monthly at our PC run coffee shop in the Club Room on the second Thursday of the month when the Parish Desk is also available.  He is also happy for those needing help to ring him at home.
g)  Planning Application to fell fir tree in Memorial Garden.  Clerk reported that this is now with the  Borough Council and the decision awaited.

4578.	Planning Applications:
· PA/2023/1281  Land between 16 & 17 Lloyds Green – Two storey dwelling with associated landscaping, parking and access from Poplar Road.  After a full discussion and having listened to comments made during the public session Councillors agreed to object to this application on the same grounds as the previous applications for this site.
· PA/2023/1980 & 2022 (LBC) Mill House, Stocks Road – Creation of two new window openings.  In filling an existing window, remove and add downpipes.  Removal of the internal chimney breast and en suite shower room.  Installation of a stud partition wall, en suite shower room, and new internal door opening.  During the public session the meeting heard from the applicant that only Listed Building Consent is required now.  Mrs Lewis had also been able to give further information on the application.  Councillors agreed to support it.

Page 898
4579.	Request to have a set of goal posts on either the land behind Forge Meads or Coronation Field.  It was remembered that the Caretaker had erected goal posts on Coronation Field some years ago but these had been vandalised and they were removed.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Clerk look into the costs and availability of movable goal posts.

4580.	To consider writing a letter to the Sports Club expressing concern over the apparent lack of progress with securing the lease on the Sports Gound for the future.  After some discussion it was agreed that the Clerk write to the Chairman of the Sports Club regarding this.

4581.	To consider projects for inclusion in the budget for 2024/25. The following were put forward:  Website upgrade & replace paving round War Memorial.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith thought we may be able to get external funding for the hedge round the Cemetery Extension.  It was agreed that he would follow this up and report back to the next meeting. 

4582.	Correspondence:
	i)  Receipt and thanks from RBL for our donation to the Poppy Appeal.
	ii) KALC – Community Award Scheme 2024. – Deferred to agenda item 13 in closed session.  

4583.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Alf will be starting on the winter maintenance programme soon.
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted.
c)   Planning:
	Considered since last meeting:
· PA/2023/1339  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – To raise the existing 2m high close board fence height to 3.20m with the insertion of a wooden trellis.  Support under delegation.
Decisions received:
· PA/2023/1339  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – As above.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Nothing yet on the sight lines at Coopers Corner.  Clerk has reported that neither the extra No Entry sign nor the white line reinstatement have yet been added at the Stocks Road junction with Wittersham Rd as promised.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith asked whether there was anything we could do about the state of the road going into Iden?  After a short discussion Cllr Venning suggested the Clerk contact the Iden Parish Clerk asking if she had been in contact with East Sussex County Council about it.
f)  PROWs – Clerk reported that Tim Piper had had the tree boughs removed from the PROW alongside Church Wood.  Cllr Gill asked for an update on the proposed dog poo bin to be sited in Swan Street.  Clerk to write to neighbours.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4584.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  12th December 2023 at 7pm with refreshments beforehand.
4585.	Items for Information:
1) Climate Change working group meeting held on 4th November 2023.  Chairman gave a brief report.
2) Climate Change plenary meeting to be held on 25th November 2023 reminder.
3) ‘Beat Constable’ PC Darren Laker hopes to attend our December meeting.

4586.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:
	i)To consider implementing the new pay scale for 2023-24 for the Clerk from 1st April 2023.
	Proposed by Cllr Mash, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and agreed by all.  The public left the meeting.
	Cllrs agreed to accept the new pay scale and for it to be backdated to 1st April 2023.
ii)  KALC Community Award – After a discussion it was agreed to put forward a suggestion from the previous year.
	
The meeting closed at 21.08 hrs.
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Appendix

Planning Applications:
PA/2023/1281  The neighbours attending expressed their concern regarding the safety of negotiating the track/PROW on foot once numerous cars are using it.  There are 5 vehicle spaces allowed for in the plans.  It isn’t wide enough for vehicles and pedestrians or construction vehicles.
PA/2023/1980 & 2033   The applicant was able to give further information to the meeting.
