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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 12th January 2016 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), J Smith, Mrs S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, D Green, Jo Voss Community Warden, 10 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
The Chairman wished everyone present a happy new year.
3263.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllr N Thom, reason accepted.
3264.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Cllr J Smith explained the background to his involvement with agenda item 5, minute no. 3267.  He is not obligated to declare an interest but he will not vote on this item.


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3265.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th December 2015: Confirmed and signed as a correct record after the poor state of PROW  AT 90 had been noted.
3266.   Matters Arising: 


a)  Final Issues & Options Report of the Tenterden & Rural Sites Development Plan Document 2007.  The Clerk reported that following the request from Mrs Lewis at the last meeting she had contacted ABC who had informed her that the Parish Council had been consulted but had not responded.  The four sites put forward were each side of Stocks Road next to Tyle House and Mill House, between Lloyds Green and the Play Area and opposite The Meadows.  The plan had stated that the sites were not suitable for development.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should reply asking for reassurance that the site next to Mill House and between Lloyds Green and the Play Area will not be included in the present site submissions consultation.  Clerk to also ask when the first formal consultation on the present site submissions will take place.


b)  Poplar Farm Pond Restoration – Clerk informed the meeting that there may be a chance of funds from the Little Cheyne Court Wind Farm Fund if she has the authority to apply for funds on behalf of the Parish Council.  Given.


c)  Village Sign – Clerk had spoken with the Caretaker who had advised that he would be able to paint the pole without having to take it out of the ground.


d)  Clerk reported that she had not yet arranged a site meeting with the Highways Steward due to the poor weather.

3267.   Planning Application: (previously circulated to Cllrs)


15/01648/AS  17B Poplar Road – Erection of a replacement single storey rear extension to create dry store area.  After a full discussion it was agreed by 5 votes for and 1 abstention to support this application. 

3268.
To discuss and agree how to take forward the Wittersham Community Led Plan: This meeting Local Amenities.  The conclusion of this report stated that everyone should be made more aware of the local amenities on offer in the Village.  After a full discussion it was generally agreed that this was something that VOICES could do by putting all amenities etc on its website.  

3269.
Update on Cemetery site meeting held on Wednesday 6th January and to agree next actions.  Cllr Smith reported on the meeting with David Holmes from FGS Agri and attended by the Chairman, Clerk and Caretaker. They had been reassured after questions had been asked and were now happy that the work to be undertaken should give the desired results.  A path will be put in from the top of the Cemetery to take the Bier into the extension and a track will be laid at the bottom to take vehicles in to a turning area.  

At this point the Chairman brought forward agenda item 9.
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3270.
To consider budget and precept proposals for 2016/17 deferred from last meeting:  After the Clerk had explained the figures she had prepared a full discussion took place. It was agreed to increase the precept by 6% on the previous year's figure to £22,255.  It was also agreed that an article be placed in the Outlook on Oxney explaining what the Parish Council does and that due to the expenses involved in obtaining the Cemetery extension the precept had to be increased.
3271.
To consider nominations for the KALC Community Award.  Clerk had received only one nomination.  This was for Roger Parker on behalf of the VOICES Steering Committee.  All agreed that this was appropriate and that his name should be put forward.
3272.
Voluntary Support Warden update: The Clerk reported that despite a leaflet being dropped into almost every household and two drop in sessions being held, no interest had been expressed by anyone.
3273.
Correspondence:


By email:

a)  Proposed Permanent M20 Lorry Area Consultation. All agreed to support option 4 – General Disruption and Truckstop as the Emergency lorry holding area which reduces or removes the need for Operation Stack and also for the existing queue management of the A20 approaching Dover and/or on the M20 approaching the Eurotunnel terminal plus a truckstop (a lorry focused motorway service area).  Free parking would be provided for lorries held for queue management or Operation Stack.


b) DCLG Consultation – National Planning Policy Consultation on proposed changes. - Agreed that Councillors should respond to this individually.


For noting:

c)  Wittersham Lunch Club – Thank you for donation.


d)  Commonwealth War Graves Commission – We will no longer receive payment every 3 years for maintaining the area around the war grave in the Cemetery.


Previously Forwarded by email:

e)  KALC – NALC Bulletin,   f)  Southern Water – Winter Newsletter 2015     g)  KALC – Parish News     h)  Rural Services Network – Rural Transport 2015     i)  KCC – Advance notice: Delivery to Kent residents, encouraging greater recycling of plastic     
3274.
To authorise payments:


Green Leaf Tree Care - £775 plus VAT for cutting back the hedge between the road and Coronation Field and The Green.  Authorised.
3275.  Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.    Agreed. 


b)  Planning:


     Decisions received from ABC:  


     15/01461/AS  Pound Farm, Stocks Road – Replacement of existing double garage with 
 

     single garage and residential accommodation to the rear and above    Granted            
 
c)  Highways – Nothing to report

d)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing to report

e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report

3276.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
3277.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 9th February 2016 at 7.30pm.
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3278.
Items for Information:

a)  The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been at the KALC offices in Dover looking at developing the KALC website with Hugo Fox and had asked for further information on the stats that have been provided for our own website on a monthly basis.


b)  Cllr Smith told how he had been asked by a resident why the Parish Council had insisted that the word 'recreation' be used with regard to the proposed bequest being included in the will of Mr J Mallet and the explanation he had given.


c)  The Chairman asked if there were any objections to the KALC membership survey, which is due out shortly, being completed by the Clerk and himself.  There were none.


d)  During the Public Session Jo Voss, the Community Warden, had given her report.  She and her Supervisor had been in attendance at the Drop In session in the morning and she had also arrived early for the Drop In session this evening.

The meeting closed at 21.29 hrs.

