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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th February 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), C Sykes, J Smith, S Gill, P Venning, S Mash, Borough Councillor J Shilton, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4775.	Apologies & reasons for absence: None.
4776.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None.
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  Please see appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4777.    To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th January 2025. After some additional wording included    
              at 4767.d the Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct.
                    
4778.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Swan update.  The Chairman reported on the well-attended Public Meeting that had been held the evening before to assess the financial interest villagers had in forming a community interest group to make a bid for the Swan.  After a full discussion it was agreed to write to ABC requesting that a community group be treated as an interested bidder.  It is now most important to find those interested in forming this community group.  Emails would be sent to those who had indicated a financial interest to update them.  
b)  Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman reported that he understood that progress is still being made.  Concern was expressed that it didn’t appear that a new Lease would be signed before the existing Lease runs out, but this isn’t considered to be a problem.
c) Possible transfer to PC of land belonging to ABC at Poplar Farm Field.  Cllr Smith informed the meeting that at the Caretaker meeting held with Jo Fox and others he had told her of our wish for ABC to transfer the land at Poplar Fam Field to the PC and has sent her correspondence he held on this.  She explained that ABC was not looking into transferring or selling any ABC owned land at the moment but made a note of it.  A quote has been received from Natural Playscapes for £57,030.  The Clerk will forward this information to ABC regarding s106 and the proposed Stocks Road development.
d)   Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The brick path has now been cleared (Cllr Lloyd-Smith asked that thanks begiven to the Caretaker for doing this) and Jamie Cunningham has been informed.  Once he has the historical information he requested, he will come back to us.
e)  Result of Caretaker Scheme meeting with ABC Officer.   The Chairman reported on the meeting held on 4th February with Jo Fox, Lee Foreman and Makala Thomas.  It was still maintained that Aspire could carry out the work for far less than ABC gives to the Scheme.  It has been arranged that David Hartley from Aspire to meet with the Clerk and Caretaker on 17th February to go round the areas concerned.
f)  Devolution update.  Following Mike Hill’s attendance at the last meeting to talk about Devolution the Clerk asked that this be added to Matters Arising.  She explained that the proposed Kent and Medway Combined County Authority had not been included in the Government’s Priority Programme as was hoped so the leaders of KCC, Medway Council and all 12 district and borough councils in the county now have until 21st March to come up with an interim proposal as to how Kent and Medway could be divided into unitary authorities with full proposals expected by 28th November 2025.  County Council elections will now take place on Thursday 1st May 2025.
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4779.    Planning Applications:  (previously forwarded to Councillors)
1. PA/2025/0103  The Smitings, Poplar Road.  Proposed front porch.  It was agreed to support this application
2.  PA/2025/0167  3 Budds Cottages, Budds Lane.  Proposed two storey side extension and single storey rear extension.  Councillors had heard from the applicant during the Public Session and after a short discussion agreed to support it.

4780.    If Planning Application 21/01406/AS Stocks Road housing is put on the ABC Planning Committee 
	Agenda for 19th February decide on the Council’s approach to that session.   It wasn’t so this item is 
	deferred to a future meeting.

4781.	VE Day 80th Anniversary Celebrations 8th May 2025.  Agreed to purchase a flag to be flown on that day. 

4782.	Correspondence:
	Request to consider adding a weight/width restriction on The Street below the School to our Highway Improvement Plan.   This had been discussed in September 2024 and although it is regretted that vehicles are damaging the verges to ask for a weight/width restriction would prohibit other vehicles who need to use this road, ie the Bus on diversion, from using it was asked that the Clerk write to the Clerks at Rolvenden and Peasmarsh to ask that the tractors using this road take more care.

4783.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Caretaker has cleaned and oiled the bench given to the Parish by Mrs Mavis King.  To note that ABC has given permission for one of the benches given to the Council by Roger Parker to be installed in the ABC Play Area, but it has to be done by Aspire.  Clerk to speak to David Hartley.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements and Third Quarter’s Budget Statement.   Noted.
c)   Planning: 
Decisions received:
PA/2024/1034  The Oast House, Budds Lane – Listed Building Consent Retrospective – Granted
PA?2024/2214  Trybairn, The Street – Proposed Garage – Granted.
PA/2024/0423  Pear Tree Cottage, Stocks Road – Single Storey rear extension with conversion of existing outbuilding.  Granted.
d)   Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways – The 40mph and Horse sign scheme at Peening Quarter has been installed apart from one 40mph roundel which couldn’t be installed due to surface water from a water leak.  This will be carried out next time there is a road closure.  However, the scheme is now enforceable.
f)  Public Rights of Way – The fence along the footpath from Archers Post has been repaired.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard  -  Nothing to report.

4784.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  11th March 2025 at 7pm.

4785.	To arrange a date for the Annual Parish Meeting.  8th April 7pm preceding our monthly meeting.

4786.	Items for Information:  There were none.
	The meeting closed at 20.35hrs. 
Appendix.  
Planning Application PA/2025/0167  3 Budds Cottages.  The Applicant was able to tell Councillors that a small change to the roof had been made to a previous application which had been granted back in 2018.
Nicholas Hurst asked if Councillors had been able to gain access to Trybairn.  There had been no reason to try.
Angela Goodwin-Day and Roger King further supported the meeting last night, that a request be made to ABC for a community bid for the Swan be made to ABC.
