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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th July 2018 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, C Sykes, L Brown, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 9 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3826.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; Other than pecuniary Cllr Mash, Agenda item 7b) Minute no. 3833.b


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3827.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr A Lloyd-Smith reason accepted,  PCSOs Kate Richards and Luke Jones & Community Warden Jo Vos.

Before the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session the Chairman said he would like to respond to some from residents during the Public Session on 12th June 2018.  He corrected Mrs Lewis's view that residents have a democratic right to speak at meetings.  He explained that the Council gives residents the opportunity, within bounds, to speak but no right exists.  Mrs Lewis had also complained that the Council hadn't adopted the Kent Code of Conduct although she had mentioned previously that ABC's Director of Law and Governance had told her the Council's Code of Conduct was “not unlawful”.  The Chairman explained that the Council produced its own Code of Conduct in line with the legislation that requires it, and it goes further than those strict legal requirements. 
3828.
The Chairman then brought forward agenda item 7a


Correspondence:


Email from Mrs Lewis questioning the Council's position on 'functions'.   The Chairman explained once again that commenting on Planning Applications is not a 'function' for the Parish Council and that the Kent Association of Local Councils had previously confirmed this in writing.  The Council has since  received written confirmation from a senior Planner at the Borough Council that this is the case.  The Chairman proposed and the Council agreed that the matter is now settled in the terms we have been advised.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3829.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2018:  It was proposed by Cllr 

            Parkin & seconded by Cllr Venning that these be confirmed as a correct record.  All agreed.

3830.
Matters Arising: 


i)    ABC policy on Parish Council objections to planning applications: Reply awaited.

ii)    Local Needs Housing Survey – Councillors had received a copy of the draft survey and accompanying letter from Action with Communities in Rural Kent.  It is important that the survey indicates the future needs of the village.  The survey could take place in October. The cost would be approximately  £1500.  It was agreed that Cllrs Venning, Brown and Sykes together with the Clerk meet with Tessa O'Sullivan of ACRK to move this forward.  The Chairman proposed, seconded by Cllr Sykes that the cost of the survey be borne by the Parish Council.  All agreed. 
3831.
Planning Application (previously circulated):


18/00692/AS  39 Swan Street – Erection of two storey rear extension (resubmission of 


previously approved scheme 15/00141/AS).  Councillors agreed to support this application.

18/00813/AS  Cullens Farm Buildings, Maytham Road – Provision of 1 no. tourist accommodation cottage including change of use of land and parking.  Cllrs had listened to comments made during the Public Session.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application with 3 objections, 1 support and 2 abstensions.  Reasons given: landscape value, closeness of listed building and not of a significant public benefit.

.
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3832. 
Payments for authorisation:


i)  Invoice from Green Leaf Tree Care £1250 plus Vat for removal of 4 x trees between existing and proposed cemetery extension and stump grind x 4.  Agreed.


ii)  Clerk's expenses 13th March to 9th July 2018 £89.72.  Agreed.
3833.
Correspondence:


a)  Email from Mrs Lewis questioning the Council's position on 'functions'.  Dealt with in Minute no. 3828.

b)  Outlook on Oxney – request for donation.  Proposed by Cllr Sykes, seconded by Cllr Brown and agreed by all a donation of £927.50


c)  Carers Support – request for donation.  Agreed a donation of £100.
           For noting:  

d)  Posters from SSAFA – available at Parish Desk.


e)  KCC part of AT86 diversion order made 22/6/18.


Previously Circulated by email:

f)  WKPS – June newsletter     g)  Have your say on the High Weald AONB Management Plan     h)  KALC – Annual Councillors Conference 10th July 2018     I)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     j)  Big Conversation – Rural Transport update     k)  Ashford Borough Council, Housing Statement 2018-2023 consultation     l) S E Water – Ofwat supply issues report – our response     m)  NALC newsletter     n)  KCC Big Conversation Parish Seminars     o)  WKPS Summer Lunch party     p)  NALC – Chief Executive's bulletin     q)  Mayor of Ashford's – Ashford Meadows Launch 22 July     r)  NALC newsletter     s)  Grenadier Guards Ben Nevis Challenge 2018     t)  S E Water – Update: Water resources in the heatwave     u)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership – June 2018      v)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     w)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes     x)  KCPFA July newsletter     y)  ABC – Ashford Community Network Event     z)  NALC newsletter     aa) ACRK – Oast to Coast     bb)  ABC – Leader Briefing note to Parishes
3834.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's: Nothing to report.


b)  Finance: 


i)   Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.


ii)  First quarter budget statement – Noted.
    

            c)  Planning:

                 CO/18/00098 – 25 Poplar Road – Alleged erection of a fence in excess of 1m adjacent to the 
                 highway.  Appropriate to invite a planning application.

                 Decisions received:
                 18/00441/AS  Land on the south side of Palstre Court Road – Agricultural access & track

                                                                                       Granted except  with access from road to

                                                                                       remain in original position.        

                 18/00600/AS  Hope Farm House, Peening Quarter Road – Two storey side/rear extension;

                                        conversion of part of existing garage to annexe; erection of detached garage

                                                                                                                                                       Granted

                 18/00416/AS  Land east of Tyle House Farm, Stocks Road – Proposed single storey

                                        detached dwelling house with new vehicular access into the orchard, part of 

                                        Tyle House Farm                                                         Withdrawn by Applicant


d)  Highways:


i)   Clerk reported that micro surfacing Stock Road junction on a stop go board programmed for 18th July for 2 days.

ii)   Clerk reported that road surface improvement works on Peening Quarter road for 1 day closing the road between Malthouse Farm and Hope Farm are programmed for 17th July, however the area completed may be different due to water seepage problem.

            iii)  Clerk reported on road closure of Acton Lane & Ebony Road to enable urgent drainage repairs by KCC to take place.  Cllr Brown added that the Acton Road/Stocks Road junction was dangerous.  After a short discussion it was agreed to ask Tim Piper if he couldreinstate the mirror that had been sited in the hedge opposite the junction to assist people coming out of Acton Lane

            easier.  Cllr Brown also pointed out that traffic drove very fast along the section of Stocks Road into the village and ask if something could be done to slow the traffic down.  Clerk to ask Highways.


iv)  Cllr Venning pointed out that the 30mph sign coming into the village from Tenterden was obscured and the road edge on the left hand side there was breaking up.
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e)  Public Rights of Way: Clerk reported that the paths due for vegetation cutting had been completed but it was considered to be only adequate.  Footpath AT89 along Bates Ghyll is blocked by fallen tree branches.  This has been reported.  Some of the paths across fields (the 


responsibility of the landowner) had still not been reinstated.  The landowners had been contacted.


f)  Open Spaces:  Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Nothing to report.
3835.
Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin gave a short report.  Quotes are being obtained to have the roof fixed and for having the Club Room ceiling painted.  The car park is being opened each day between 7.30am and 7.30pm.  Cllr Venning asked for an update on installing WiFi in the Club Room.  This is being looked into.
3836.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3837.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  11th September 2018 at 7.30pm
3838.
Items for information: 


i)   Clerk read out the PCSO's report.


ii)  Clerk will circulate the information she received at the Planning Information Evening she had attended.


iii)  The Chairman informed Councillors that colourful and informative Wittersham Post Cards were available at the shop.


iv)  The Chairman reported that he would not be able to attend the next KALC meeting Cllr Parkin agreed to attend in his place.

The meeting closed at 21.40hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


18/00813/AS  Cullens Farm Buildings 


Members of the public expressed their concern over this application especially with regard to the neighbouring listed building, the nearby ancient monument, the adjacent wildlife area, the draft dark sky initiative, no meaningful employment contribution and no significant public benefit.
Other Matters
            1) Mrs Miriam Lewis objected to what she claimed had been 25 minutes of personal attack from the Chairman.  


2)  Mrs Miriam Lewis stated that she hadn't been sent the information she had asked for from the previous meeting but the Chairman reminded her that a recording of it was on the Internet.


3)  Mrs Miriam Lewis asked if planning permission had been granted as work had begun on preparing the Cemetery extension and she hadn't seen anything from the Borough Council, or if it hadn't why had some trees been removed already.  The Chairman replied that planning permission for an eventual change of use was in the process of being applied for, but was not required for site preparation.


4)  Mrs Mary Walton again mentioned the duty of regard to the AONB that she claims  the Council should have when considering planning applications, and she asked for a copy of the relevant email from the Borough Council.


5)  The Chairman presented Jennifer Maynard with the Kent Association of Local Councils Community Award for 2018 for all the work she does with voluntary groups in the village.

