Page 414

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th September 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, D Chesson, P Lyon, Rob Perfitt (Community Warden), 15 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1644.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1645.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1646.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor Mick Burgess

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1647.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 21st July 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1648.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report – Agreed that the future of the Notice Boards be placed on the agenda for next month.  Thanks were given to the Wittersham Conservation Group for cutting


the roadside hedge of Coronation Field.

1649.
Planning Applications: Both planning applications had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.


08/01144/AS Bates Oast, Swan Street – Conversion of existing double garage to living accommodation including dormer to west elevation with associated roof works.  Erection of detached replacement double garage.  Cllrs had heard neighbours comments during the Public Session. After a full discussion it was agreed to Object to this application due to it being too big and not in keeping with the Oast.


08/01337/AS Lordings – Erection of new front fence extending across Lordings House & Lordings Barn.  Cllrs had received clarification on a point during the Public Session and all agreed to Support  this application.

1650.
Planning Application Visits – To discuss procedure:  Clerk had received comments that perhaps if Cllrs had made site visits they would have been able to gain more information.  It was agreed that on occasions it would have been useful but there are guidelines which should be followed.  The Chairman suggested he take this up with KALC but in the meantime site visits would be arranged should it be deemed necessary.

1651.
Parking Bays at Lloyds Green:  It had been suggested that ABC be approached to mark out parking bays however, after a short discussion, it was agreed that unless the residents affected approach the Council no further action be taken.

1652.
Correspondence:


a) Martin Vink – Unable to attend a 7.30pm meeting but could make it earlier.  Agreed to suggest 
6.30pm on October 14th.


b) ABC – Information on New Kent Homechoice.  The Chairman expanded further on this letter 
which had been circulated.  It had been discussed at the Parish Forum meeting wherein it had 
been agreed to request that those outside Ashford should still receive the magazine in the post.  It 
had also been agreed that the work 'bidding' was misleading and shouldn't be used. Post Meeting 
note: ABC will continue to use the word 'bidding' as it is an accepted term used by all Local 
Authorities and is known and understood by existing service users. 


c) ABC – Exploring the Provision of Older Peoples Accommodation. Investigation into the 
feasibility of providing an older peoples housing scheme.  Cllr Lewis agreed to be the Council's 


representative.
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For noting


d) Ashford Go 4 Play – 4 Play Days arranged during August on Coronation Field.     e)  Kent 
Highway Services – Introduction of Rebecca Bailey Customer Support Officer for Highway 
Services Countywide Improvements East Kent Division     f) Audit Commission – Change of 
address     g) English Rural Housing Association – Notice of House for Sale in Appledore – all 
applicants on waiting list informed     h) KCC Landscape Services – Invoice for First Half Yearly 
Grounds Maintenance – Incorrect, Clerk has returned it for amendment, not yet received.     


i) ABC – Electoral Services Officer – Notice of Casual Employees Required.  Placed in Notice 
Boards and at Parish Desk     j) NHS Eastern & Coastal Kent – Notice of Workshop 4th September 
– No one able to attend     k) Kent Highway Services – Notice of Parish & Town Council Seminar 
15th October – No one able to attend     l) KCC Notice of Local Board Meeting 17th September


Previously Circulated


m) The Bulletin from English Rural Housing Ass.     n) KCC – Kent County Council draft Permit 
Scheme     o) High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee Annual Review 07/08     p) KALC – 
Minutes of 30/07/08      q) KCC – Annual Plan 08/09      r) Groundwork News     s) High Weald  
AONB Management Plan 5 year review     t) Southern Water – Water Resources Update     u)  



Government Office for the South East The Secretary of State's Proposed Changes to the Draft 
Regional Spatial Strategy for the South East      v) Oast to Coast

1653.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for August £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 5  £63.20  Authorised

iii)
To reimburse Clerk for Printer Cartridges £45.97   Authorised

To note payments made since 8th July to date:

iv)
R A Pudan Inv 11 Grass Cutting etc £480.00

v)
Land, Lake & Woodland Clearance (Fence Line) £346.63 (Gate to Coronation Field)

vi)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning July £100

vii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 4 £63.20

viii)
R A Pudan Inv 12 Grass Cutting etc £255.00

ix)
ABC – Balance of Planning Fee £37.50

x)
ABC – Balance of Balance of Planning Fee £5

1654.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Two Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/00651/AS  The Beeches – Creation of outdoor private swimming pool, erection of 2 
single storey pitched roof pool side buildings to form study, gymnasium, kitchen, dining 
area and plant room to include 2 basements with basement link below pool side buildings 
(amended scheme to approved app. 07/02288/AS)                                              Withdrawn 



08/00700/AS  Maynes Farmhouse – Retrospective application for a field shelter   Granted 



08/00810/AS  Wittersham Coachworks – re-development of site including the erection of 
2 pairs of semi-detached chalet style dwellings with associated parking             Withdrawn



08/00886/AS  Stocksmill Cottage – Proposed change of use of land for the keeping of 
horses with the erection of stables and a menage                                                     Granted



08/00934/AS  Acton Farm – Use of Existing grass strip at Acton Farm as a runway for 
microlight aircraft fitted with exhaust silencers.  Parking for up to four aircraft 
(Retrospective)







           Granted



08/01043/AS  Oxney Isle Manor – Proposed conversion of stable block (including part of 
existing ancillary overflow accommodation) to provide annex dwelling for applicants 
elderly parents








           Granted



08/01060/AS  23 Swan Cottages – Erection of Conservatory to rear of property     Refused



08/01226/AS  Yew Tree Farm, 08/01227/AS  Archers Post,  08/01228/AS  Spurban Hill,



08/01229/AS  Spurban Farm,    08/01230/AS  Ham Green,    08/01232/AS  from the 
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Cygnets to Forge Meads,           08/01233/AS  Finches Farm – Re-conductor the existing 
low voltage overhead lines                                                                      No objection raised



Considered prior to this meeting:



08/01103/AS  Land at Moons Green Farm – The erection of a dwelling house without an 
agricultural occupancy condition and change of use of adjacent barn to ancillary 
accommodation (retrospective)                                                                 No comment made



08/01134/AS  Land south of Sewage Works – Erection of a wooden portal frame livestock 
shelter









            Support



08/01226, 01228, 01229, 01230, 01231, 01232, 01233, 01236, 01237, 01239, 01240, 
01242, 01243, 01245, 01246, 01247, 01248, 01249, 01250/AS – Re-conductor the 
existing low voltage overhead lines (Cllr Mash declared an Interest in 01237 and request 
made to move pole no 877403 approx 9yds west on 01231)                                     Support


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Clerk has asked Highways to inspect footways in The Street with 



a view to resurfacing being programmed in the near future – Ron Swan to inspect.  Clerk



to report that footpath beside Cedar Cottage is overgrown.  To be noted that South East 



Water's tarmac patch outside Court Glebe is not very good.


d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon asked that the cutting back of the brambles around the perimeter 
of Coronation Field be considered in the budget for next year.  
Noted.

e)
Cemetery –  Thanks extended to Alan & Ruby Wood for seeing to the nettles in the area


beyond the Cremated Remains Section.  This needs to be discussed further at a later date.

1655.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather gave an update on the refurbishment


of the hall.  Charges are to be reviewed.


ii)  KALC 30/07/08 – Neither Cllr Lewis nor Rivers had been able to attend.


iii) Parish Forum – Cllr Rivers gave a full report.  The main topics of discussion being Flooding


and housing.

1656.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  212nd September 2008

1657.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:  14th October 2008

1658.
Items for Information:


a)  Website Update – to be given at the next meeting


b)  Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS AGM 24/9/08.  Cllr Lewis offered to report back.


c)  KALC Parish News


d)  Concern was expressed that the War Memorial has yet to be cleaned.  Burlite had stated that 
they didn't wish to be chased, it would be completed by Remembrance Day.


e)  Clerk to write on behalf of the village to Pauline Eagle. to thank her for painting the boarding 


on the Old Gaol.


f)  Cllr. Mash informed the meeting that she would be attending the Tenterden Day Centre AGM


on 3rd October.


g)  and the Chairman informed the meeting he would be attending the Tenterden Improved 


Steering Group meeting on 10th September. 

The meeting closed at 21.13hrs

