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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th December 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, A Lloyd-Smith, Caretaker A Mather, PC Darren Laker, one member of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk). 
The Chairman invited PC Darren Laker to give the meeting his report.  (See appendix at the end of these Minutes.)
4903.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton and County Councillor W Chapman.
4904.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

4905.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th November 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4906.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update. The Chairman informed the meeting that the application for a CIO is still with the Charity Commission to make a decision. 
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  Cllr Smith reported that he and Cllr Lloyd-Smith had met with County Councillor Chapman on site explaining the issues to him.  Cllr Chapman will take it up with KCC Highways.
	c) Caretaker Scheme update.  Nothing further from ABC.  A meeting with Alf will be held to discuss the 
               variation on the existing contract.
d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  Now with the Diocese and ABC.
e)  Highways Improvement Plan update.   A Teams meeting has been arranged for 2nd March 2026.
f)   Triangle Wall. The Caretaker will carry out the repairs.
g)  Stocks Road road sign.  Further information will be sent to ABC.
h)  The Swan Change of Use Planning Application.  This was due to be heard at the ABC Planning Committee meeting but had been withdrawn by the Planning Officer.

4907.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2025/2104  Wittersham Cemetery – Change of use from Agricultural Land to Cemetery Extension 
               for use as a Burial Ground.  This has now been validated.
	
4908.	To ratify the budget proposal for 2026/27 and following a discussion agree a precept.  This had been forwarded to Councillors before the meeting and was agreed.  A precept of £39,500 was proposed by Cllr Smith and seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed by the remaining Councillors.

4909.	Correspondence:  
	1. Names.co.uk – Advance notice of price increase for domain name wittersham.org Noted.
	2. KCC – Notice of Confirmation of Public Path Order to divert part of AT76 at Kingsgate.
	3. Unity Trust Bank – Notice of increase of charges from 1st February 2026.  Noted.
	4. CPRE – regarding membership.  After a short discussion it was agreed to join at a cost of £60 per year.	
4910.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Nothing to report
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
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c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:     None     
d)  Open Spaces - Cllr Lloyd-Smith had nothing to report.
e)  Highways – Cllr Mash brought Councillors attention to the water running alongside the road at Waypost Nurseries.  Clerk to follow this up.
f)   Public Rights of Way – The paths are quite muddy now.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Lloyd-Smith updated the meeting on the water leak in the Churchyard.  He suggested that as the responsibility of maintenance of the Churchyard is the Parish Council’s then if the PCC’s insurance can cover the repair etc costs then the PC could pay the excess.  Clerk to check with ICCM.

4911.	Reports for noting from representatives on outside bodies.
	Cllr Smith gave a short report on the following meetings he had attended.
1. KALC AGM 22nd November.
2. Parish Forum 24th November.
3. KALC Meeting 26th November also attended by the Chairman.

4912.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7pm

4913.	Items for Information:
1.  The Clerk and Cllr Gill gave a short report on the Rambler Volunteers Meeting they had attended.
2.  The Clerk gave a report on the Assertion 10 Made Simple Seminar she had attended pointing out that Councillors should be using their .gov.uk email addresses to comply with this Assertion on the 2025/26 AGAR.
3.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she had given £102.51 to the Jeremiah Greenland Charity being the profit from the PC Coffee Shop during 2025.
4.  Congratulations were given to all those involved in the Christmas Tree Festival and thanks were given to the Caretaker and Clerk for decorating the PC tree.
5.  Cllr Gill reported that she had attended the KALC workshop on Dementia and would like to arrange a talk, with the WI hosting and support from the PC.  Clerk to add it to the next agenda.
6.  Cllr Venning asked if another Defibrillator training with our First Responder could be arranged.  Clerk to follow this up.

4914.	To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item to exclude the public.
	To consider nominations for the KALC Community Award.
	Proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed.  
	The Clerk had received two nominations.  After a short discussion it was agreed to send one of them 
	forward for consideration
	
	The meeting closed at 20.46hrs.



Appendix to the Meeting

PC Darren Laker’s report.  
He wasn’t aware of any particular problems in the village.  He has a new colleague who is able to help him when necessary and the area he covers has been reduced.  He answered questions put to him by Councillors and will check with the Clerk with a view to attending one of the PC Coffee Shops in the near future.


