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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10th March 2015 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), J Smith, Mrs S Mash, Mrs P Homewood, N Thom, P Venning, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
3068
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr D Lewis, reason accepted and Borough Councillor M 
Burgess.
3069.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None 


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3070.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2015: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
3071.   Matters Arising: None
3072.   Planning Application: (previously circulated to Cllrs)


15/00238/AS  3 Poplar Road – Erection of a rear single storey sunroom 


and 15/00239/AS  3 Poplar Road – Listed Building Consent for erection of a rear single storey sunroom.  Councillors fully supported this application.
3073.
Assets of Community Value:  Cllr Venning had circulated a draft article for the Outlook on Oxney which explains the procedure for putting forward a Register to Ashford Borough Council and asks for parishioners to give their suggestions to the Clerk. Cllrs agreed to the wording.

3074.
To Review the Code of Conduct:  Cllr Smith produced the papers. Since the last meeting no one had suggested any other changes. He had put in the new descriptors and taken out the piece at the top of the annex about reviewing the code as previously discussed.  It was agreed to put this forward after 7th May for the new Council to agree.  Thanks were given to Cllr Smith for his work on this.  

3075.
To consider replanting the Triangle at the junction of The Street and Poplar Road:  Lexie Datta had produced a list of plants for consideration which had been circulated to Cllrs. During the Public Session she had been able to explain her plans more fully and Cllrs had been able to ask questions.  After a full discussion her suggestions were agreed with the proviso that any plants that hindered the sight lines be removed.  A maximum spend of £650 was agreed and Lexie was thanked for her kind offer to organise the planting.
3076.
Community Support Warden Pilot:  The Chairman had circulated the background information and explained further. After a full discussion it was agreed to put this Council forward for the pilot and if successful it was agreed, in principle, to continue with it.
3077.
To agree to invite the High Sheriff of Kent to the next meeting: This was agreed and after a short discussion it was agreed to ask if he would also be able to officially 'open' the Shop.
3078.
To propose delaying the formation of the Village Envelope Working Group:  The Chairman explained that only one application had been received on time with two too late. Under the circumstances it was proposed and agreed that this be looked at again at the end of the year or beginning of next.  All three have agreed to have their names kept on file.
3079.
To consider the effect of the ceasing of the Street Cleansing Grant:  Clerk had received a letter stating that as the Street Cleansing Grant ceased on 31st March 2015 Biffa will take over from 1st April 2015.  Despite numerous requests she has been unable to find out the frequency of this and how it will be carried out.  Cllr Smith offered to speak to a contact to obtain further 
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information.  Clerk to contact Venus Cleaners.  It was agreed that as a small gesture of thanks a normal payment will be made at the end of April 2015.
3080.
To consider what action to take with regard to the perimeter wall of the Churchyard:  The Clerk reported that ivy has been cleared off the wall by the owners of the paddock on the other side of the Churchyard and left on the ground in places.  The brambles have been removed between where the wall finishes and where the other side of the Churchyard begins leaving a dilapidated metal fence, broken wall and access to the Churchyard.  After a full discussion it was agreed to obtain quotes for making good the end of the wall and putting in railings between that and the end of that side.
3081.
To authorise payments:


i)  Invoice from Paul Stern for making safe the trip hazard at road end of the Cemetery path and making good £175.  Agreed.


ii) Clerk's expenses 1st October 2014 to 9th March 2015. Spreadsheet circulated totalling £257.03.  Agreed.
3082.
Correspondence:


By Email:

a) John Bradford – request that the Parish Council applies for a grant from the Lions to purchase a bicycle with baskets so that free deliveries may be made from the shop to older and disabled people. - After a full discussion it was agreed to reply thanking Mr Bradford for his suggestion which had been considered carefully but it was decided that it was only appropriate that he applies directly to the Lions.

For noting:

b) Email from Ashford Borough Council with regard to their findings from the recent Site Submissions Consultation.


Previously circulated:

c) Oast to Coast Spring 2015 & Annual Summary     d)  Rural Housing Alliance – Affordable Rural Housing/New Guide for Parish Council and Current Concerns.

Previously forwarded by email:

e)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes No. 2     f)  KALC – Special Edition – Notes on Neighbourhood Planning     g)  KCC Consultations     h)  ABC Case Ref 12/00400/AS Chilmington Green     i)  ABC -Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     j)  Weekly Email News Digest 2/3/15     k)  Rural Opportunities Bulletin
3083.  Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:    Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.


b)  Planning:


     Decisions received: 

     14/00839/AS  Anchor Barn (known to us as Lordings Barn), Peening Quarter – Internal 
                            alterations (retrospective) to Listed Building                                           Granted
                 Considered since last meeting:

     15/00085/AS  Hope Farm, Peening Quarter – Change of use of land for the keeping of horse               & erection of a menage                                                                                                       Support

     15/00141/AS   39 Swan Street – Erection of two storey rear extension (resubmission of     previously approved scheme 11/00996/AS)                                                                        Support

c)  Highways  - Nothing yet with regard to the hedge just before the Old Gaol but there are only or two areas that need attention, the hedge has recently been cut back.  Flashing 30mph not working at the Stocks Road end of the village.  Reported to Highways.

d)  Footpaths – Footpath AT77A going off from Swan Street – it is hoped that resurfacing will begin within the next 4 to 6 weeks.  Obstruction on AT90A barbed wire fence and gate across path reported.

e)  Open Spaces – Bonfires have been lit on the Village Green.  Note that this is an offence has been put in the last issue of the Outlook on Oxney.  Haven't yet obtained the notice for the Community Bin.  


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Cemetery is looking really pretty at the moment.        
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3084. 
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:


i)  VOICES – Cllr Smith gave a short report. The presentation to the Village has been booked for 30th April.  The completed document will follow in due course.

ii) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom.  Nothing to report.
3085.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised..
3086.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  14th April 2015 at 7.30pm
3087.
Date of the Annual Parish Meeting: 23rd April 2015 at 7.30pm
3088.
Items for information: 

a)  A reminder that the Community Led Plan Presentation by Wittersham VOICES will be held on 30th April.


b)  Update on Wittersham Film Society – Funding should be in within the next 2 to 3 weeks and it is hoped to start showing films by the summer.  The first film will be free.  Thanks were given from Cllr Thom to the Chairman for all the work done.
3089.
To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item on the agenda to exclude the public: Resolved.
The public were excluded.

The meeting closed at 21.34hrs.
