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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th July 2023  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, S Gill, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4537.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4538.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	At this point the meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.
4539.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th June 2023.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4540.	Matters Arising:
a)  ACRK update.  The Chairman reported that a draft constitution has been produced, it is being consulted on with ACRE and some potential Trustees and will then be submitted to the Charity Commission.  It is hoped that it would be approved ready to start in the early autumn.  The chairman will be meeting with the consultant and KALC CEO for a further follow-up session.
b)  Highways Improvement Plan.  The Chairman reported on a meeting held with the Clerk and Highways Officers via Teams.  The results of a speed survey taken on Peening Quarter Road had indicated that a speed limit of 40mph could be considered.  This could run further towards the village on Poplar Road.  Horse warning signs would be combined with such a limit subject to suitable places on which to mount them.  Unfortunately, the Parish Council would have to bear the majority of the costs, upward of £10,000.  Councillors agreed, in principle to this subject to final proposals.
c)  Bus Shelter update.  The Outlook on Oxney has only just come out so any results from the article asking for interested parties to contact the Clerk is not available.  Cllr Gill gave the meeting two more suggestions to contact.
d)  The Swan ACV application. This has been sent to ABC.
e)  CCLA update.  The form had been completed this evening.  This also required a signed copy of the last meeting’s Minutes as approved today.
f)  Land south of Budds Lane.  The Chairman had spoken to the head of Planning Enforcement at ABC and sent her further information.  The residents had approached KCC Trading Standards and KCC officers have visited the site and left several papers for the tenant’s attention.

4541.	Planning Application:
PA/2023/1022  Land adjacent to Poplar Farmhouse – Four detached 2 storey dwellings with vehicular access from Poplar Road, associated parking areas and landscaping.  Councillors had listened to comments made during the public session, both from the Agent and the neighbours.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to the application with 1 support and 1 abstention.  Access from Poplar Road is the biggest problem with concerns expressed over sewage and water run off.
PA/2023/1174 & 1187 (LBC) Furners, 53 The Street.  Two storey rear extension with part first floor extension which includes enlargement of the existing adjacent roof, two roof lights added to the existing roof and associated works.  One letter of objection from a neighbour had been received but addressed by the applicant.  After a short discussion it was agreed to Support this application.
Appeal re PA/2022/2518  Land adjacent to 16/17 Lloyds Green – Non determination in time allowed.  Councillors agreed that no further comment was required.

4542.    Risk Management Policy. – Deferred from last meeting.  Councillors had seen the proposed Policy.
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After a short discussion it was proposed by Cllr Sykes and seconded by Cllr Brown and agreed by all that this Policy be accepted.
    	 
4543.	Correspondence:
a)  Invicta Law – Closing its Property Team.  Noted.  This now needs to be picked up by a new firm.
b)  Mr D Williams – Judith Mary Training Fund.  Mr Williams had been able to give the meeting further information on this.  He is looking to the Parish Council to provide a Trustee.  After a full discussion it was agreed to this in principle, subject to advice from KALC, but cannot commit someone at the present time.   

4544.	Payments for authorisation:
a)  Viking Direct – Four drawer metal filing cabinet kept in the Club Room cupboard £341.32.  Agreed.
b)  Clerk’s expenses 15th March to 30th June £77.59.  Includes £10 taken from Chairman’s Allowance budget for the display at the Coronation Fair.  Agreed.

4545.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The van key is now in two pieces so a new one has been ordered.  Hedge cutting is taking place.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Both noted, however there was an error on the Caretaker’s statement which will be corrected.
ii)  1st Quarter Budget Statement.  Noted that an improved presentation would be appreciated if it can be achieved from the computer output.
c)   Planning:
	Considered since last meeting:
· PA/2023/0275 (LBC)  41 The Street – Amended description.  No further comment made.
· PA/2023/1247 & 1267  Cullens Cottage, Maytham Road. Installation of a replacement waste treatment & associated works within residential curtilage & extended drainage provision over adjacent field.  Support under delegation due to time constraint.
Decision received:
· PA/2023/0312 (LBC)  41 The Street – Internal Alterations.  Granted with conditions.
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
e)  Highways -  Email received from Drainage Asset Technician re blocked drains in Moons Green.  Has been risk assessed and reported issue to the local water board.  Clerk to mention the blocked drain on the Swan bend again.
f)  PROWs – Cllr Gill reported that local residents had complained that the landowner had blocked the footpath at the top of the field by The Meadows although this isn’t a public right of way.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Alf has been asked to trim the lime tree in the Churchyard.

4346. 	Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:
Chairman reported on the KALC meeting held on 6th July.  He had been re-elected as Chairman.  Police Report – New Neighbourhood policing model is now in place though not yet fully staffed.  PCSO Kate Richards has moved to the Neighbourhood Task Force.   Our contact is now PC Emmanuel Dalli who covers 9 Ashford wards, but with a reduction expected later.  There was a presentation by ABC on the new waste contract to begin in March 2024and a presentation on digital exclusion and related issues.  Paul Hutchinson has just qualified as a Digital Volunteer and feels we should set up a local programme to reduce digital exclusion  in the parish.

4547.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  12th September 2023 at 7pm.
4548.	Items for Information:
Clerk asked that Councillors let her know when they are going away so that she knows when not to expect a reply from emails sent out to them.
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The meeting closed at 21.47hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Applications:
PA/2023/1022  Land adjacent to Poplar Farmhouse.  The following points had been made during the Public Session.
· Residents of Swan Cottages are only able to park on Poplar Road.
· There is a safety issue already with vehicles having to mount the pavement to avoid vehicles coming in the opposite direction.
· The setting of the heritage asset would be degraded.
· It was pointed out that the Planning Inspector’s decision on the dismissed appeal for the 23 houses behind Poplar Farmhouse and Lloyds Green will have a bearing on this application.
· 4 houses is too many for the site
· Not suitable for young people, more affordable houses are needed.
· Concern over flooding from pond into other gardens and property.
· Foul drainage already a problem in the village.
· Is the agent aware that the property boundary goes through the middle of the pond?
· Who does the land belong to?  The agent stated that there was an option agreement.
The Agent made the following responses:
· Attention was drawn to the build design around the trees.
· More in keeping with what is there.
· There’s a housing crisis, this is an opportunity to bring young people in.
· Trying to keep it as low key as possible.
· Entrance will be widened and flared, however it was pointed out that this might not be possible on one side of the flares.
· Houses will be low management.
· There is an opportunity here to have sustainable drainage with a treatment plant and the developer will want to work with the community.
· Asked that the bigger picture be looked at as we have a national housing crisis. 
Judith Mary Training Fund – Mr Williams was able to give further information and information sheets were given out to those members of the public present.  Councillors were able to ask questions.
	
