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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9th June 2015 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Mrs S Mash, N Thom, J Smith, P Venning, 20 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
3146.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Lee 
Kidd & PCSO Julia Ghost
3147.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters;  Cllr Mrs S Mash declared an interest in agenda item 11 Minute No. 3156. a)


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
3148.  Co-option: Discussion and decision. George Parkin and David Green had put their names forward for co-option.  Both gave a presentation then left the meeting for a decision to be made.  All Councillors agreed that they both be co-opted on to the Council immediately.  They returned to the meeting and signed the Declaration of Office.

At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3149.  To confirm Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 14th May 2015: Confirmed and signed as a correct record.
3150.   Matters Arising from the meeting held on 12th May: See Clerk's Report 

3151.   Planning Application: (Previously circulated to Cllrs)


15/00717/AS  Malt House Farm Bungalow, Peening Quarter – Proposed annexe.  After a short discussion this application was fully supported.

3152.
To consider a complaint in a letter addressed to the Clerk dated 23rd May 2015 with regard to the manner in which the Parish Council handled the planning meeting on 14th May 2015: Included in this consideration was an email from Mrs Miriam Lewis to which she had attached a letter sent to the Planning Department with regard to the same issue. After a full discussion it was agreed that the meeting had been handled correctly and the decision made lawful.  Each Councillor had given their reason for the decision they had made which had not been predetermined.  There had been no need for a debate or a show of hands as each Councillor said they would support the application.
3153.
To consider forming a Personnel Committee:  After a short discussion it was agreed that this be Cllrs Mrs Sue Mash and George Parkin.
3154.
To consider a four year plan: Deferred to the next meeting so that Cllrs Green and Parkin could give it some thought.  Suggested it should be for the next 18 months instead of four years.
3155.
To discuss the recent Broadband update from KCC and decide upon the next course of action: It would appear that not all the village is getting the same level of service with some areas having severe problems.  Cllr Venning will take this up with Action with Communities in Rural Kent.  Action needs to be taken.
3156.   Correspondence:


a) Outlook on Oxney – Request for a donation of £1000 towards printing costs. (Cllr Mash took no part in this discussion).  Councillors agreed to this.


For noting:

b) Kent,Surrey & Sussex air Ambulance Trust – Invitation to Special Afternoon Tea to say than you.  13th August 2015.  Agreed to ask Alf (Caretaker) if he would like to attend.
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Forwarded by E-mail:  


c)  Southern Water – Spring 2015 Newsletter     d)  Healthwatch Kent – Big Red Bus in Gravesend, Dartford, Swanley & Ashford     e)  Rural  Affordable Housing as Community Land Trusts – Event     f)  PCSO – Crime Records for May 2015     g)  Leader Briefing notes for Parishes     h)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note No. 4.

3157.   To authorise payments:

            VOICES - £250 grant for this financial year as previously agreed.   
3158.   Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed.  

b) Planning: 


    Decisions received:  


   15/00358/AS  Land north east of Oxney Farm – Erection of a 40m x 20m riding area   Granted 

c)  Highways  - Clerk updated the meeting on a site meeting held with Mike Hill, Katie Lewis (KCC Drainage Manager) John Bradbury and herself at Martlets.  Cllr Venning asked that the that the lack of flashing 30mph sign at the Rye end of the village be followed up again.

d)  Footpaths –  Clerk reported that a couple of the paths have now been re-instated.

e)  Open Spaces – Alf had reported that a bonfire had been lit on the ABC land beside No. 24 Jubilee Field leaving a mess.  Clerk had contacted ABC Housing. An officer had come out and the problem dealt with.  It was pointed out that the hedge between the Old Gaol and Homestead is very bad again.  Clerk to contact David Mallet once more.


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Cllr Mash asked that the gravel track be weedkilled and the grass cut in the graves. Clerk to contact the Caretaker.
3159.  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies:

i) KALC – The Chairman gave a short report.


ii) VOICES – Cllr Smith reported that the preparation of the Community Led Plan is under discussion and it is planned to hold an event in September to celebrate the conclusion of this.

3160.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
3161.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  14th July 2015 at 7.30pm
3162.
Items for information: 


a)  The Chairman informed the meeting that we hope to be included in the Local Warden Support Officer Pilot and a meeting will be held to discuss this further shortly.


b)  Wittersham Film Society – First showing on 3rd July.  Everything is fitted and working well.


c)  Cllr Parkin reminded the meeting that the School Fete will be held on 20th June between 1 and 4 on the School Playing Field.


d)  Clerk read out the Community Warden's Report.  He will be leaving the village on 22nd June and Jo Vos from Tenterden will be taking over.


e)  Clerk informed the meeting that she will be away from 13th to 20th June but emails will be responded to.


f)  Cllr Mash reported that a new Headteacher has yet to be appointed.
3163.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:  There being no public present this wasn't necessary.

The meeting closed at 22.50hrs

