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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th April 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, 7 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1561.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1562.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1563.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Cllrs Chesson & Lyon, reasons accepted, Borough Cllr M Burgess & Community Warden Rob Perfitt.   

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1564.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th March 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1565.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report – note that Clerk should again contact Highways with regard to the pot hole close to The Swan.

1566.
To consider the following Planning Applications:  Plans had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the start of this meeting.

i)08/00241/AS  15 Poplar Road – Creation of a new vehicular access – further information.  Cllrs agreed that this further information didn't address the reasons for objecting to the original application therefore the objection still stands.

ii)08/00358/AS + 00361 (LBC) – Courtyard Cottage, 8A The Street – Erection of porch to rear of property.  Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

iii)08/00509/AS  Westlea, Poplar Road – Proposed 1st floor extension.  Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

1567.
To consider further action to be taken on the rat infestation in The Street: Cllr Lewis expressed his disappointment in Ashford Borough Council's reaction to this problem (they have found no evidence).  Southern Water have confirmed that it is not a sewer problem.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Cllr Lewis write an article for inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney asking parishioners to report to the PC and ABC any sitings of rats in the village.

1568.
To consider adoption or otherwise of car parking area at the Church: KCC have confirmed that they do not consider that it is Highways land.  It was agreed that the Parish Council cannot afford to adopt it but would have no objection to the Church doing so.  It was suggested that the Church takes ownership and the Parish Council helps to obtain grants to upgrade it.  Clerk to ask PCC to discuss this option.

1569.
To consider the future of separate Planning Meetings:  Cllrs agreed that it was important that parishioners were able to give their views on planning applications and to hear the Council make it's decision, therefore it was confirmed that meetings should continue as they are at present with an extra meeting called as and when necessary.

1570.
To consider Wittersham Conservation Group's request to plant up second rose bed on Village Green: Request granted.  Robert Pudan to continue to weed the beds as before.

1571.
To ratify the Clerk's job description:  The Chairman circulated the updated Job Description which Cllrs ratified.

1572.
To discuss the request for a Dog Bin in the Forge Meads area:  After a short discussion it was agreed that Clerk contact ABC to ask how many more bins it would be possible to have.
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1573.
Correspondence:


a)  KALC – Notice of Subscription renewal from 1st April 2008.  £335 plus VAT of £58.63 plus Local Council Review £13.50 and extra Parish News £10, totalling £417.18.  Agreed.


b) Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Notice of Subscription renewal at £35.  Agreed.


c) Insurance quotes.  Renewal received from Allianz at £708.18.  Clerk had also received a quote from Came & Company for a Norwich Union bespoke Insurance Policy for Parish Councils at £574.80 for the same (and in some cases better) cover.  Cllr Lewis had kindly looked at this before the meeting and agreed that it was acceptable.  Cllrs agreed that cover should be taken out on this quote.  


For noting only

d)  Save Parish Councils e-mail – Cllrs to respond individually if they wish.

e)  Kent Police – Kent KeyLink – to be put forward for inclusion in Outlook on Oxney.

f)  Ashford Youth Forum Trust – Notice of Neighbourhood Youth Forum meeting to be held on 1st April 2008 (see Items for Information)

g)  Letter from Mrs Janet Tidd asking for update on Interactive Speed Signs – Clerk had responded. 

h)  Audit Commission – Confirmation of appointment of external auditor.

Previously Circulated

i)  KCC Proposed changes to the Planning Application Process     j)  Clerks & Councils Direct     k) Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS PCT     l)Town & Parish Standard March 2008     m) Local Council Review     n) KCC – Kent Annual Public Health Report – Management Summary

1574.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for March £91.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 12  £52.80  Authorised

iii)       Village Hall Management Committee – Hire of Club Room for 3 months £45 Authorised

iv)
Robert Pudan – Invoice 33 Grass Cutting etc. £185.00 Authorised

v)
Robert Pudan – Invoice 35 Clear brambles on Village Green £180.00  Authorised

1575.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



ii) End of Year Statement & Budget – Cllrs given a copy to study, to be ratified at next 
month's meeting.


b)
Planning 




Decision received from Ashford Borough Council




08/02288/AS  The Beeches – Creation of outdoor private swimming pool






erection of two single storey pitched roof pool side buildings






to form study, gymnasium, kitchen, dining area and plant






room






           Granted




08/00072/AS   19 Swan Street – Rear Extension to create garage and 






workshop with bedroom and shower room above                Granted

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – nothing further to report

d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon had left nothing to report

e)
Cemetery – Clear up had taken place.  Clerk had yet to obtain quotes from Ray Pilcher 
and Kevin Perkins for attending to the path.

1576.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that there will be an insert in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.  They had received confirmation of a £20,000 grant from KCC and quotes were being obtained for resurfacing the car park.


ii) KALC – The Chairman had sent his apologies as this was held on the same night as the PC Agenda had been set.


Iii) Police Parish Forum – Cllr Lyon had left a report which the Clerk read to the meeting.
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1577
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  21st April 2008

1578.
Date of Annual Meeting of the Parish Council Meeting:  13th May 2008

1579.
 Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  16th May 2008

1580.
Items for information:


i)  Youth Forum Workshop – Chairman gave a brief report on a useful workshop.


ii)  Southern Housing Update


iii) KCC – Access to Hospitals leaflets


iv) Eastern & Coastal Kent BHS PCT – Roadshow dates


v)  Audit Commission – date of Audit - 27th May 2008


vi) Cllr Mash informed the meeting that due to the short notice she would be unable to attend the meeting of the Tenterden Day Centre Committee


vii) Cllr Mash reported that the ground floor of the School House was being converted for Nursery provision from the external schools budget.


viii) Cllr Lewis had noted that the spoil at the Sweatman's garage site had been spread out.

The meeting closed at 21.25hrs

