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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th November 2022 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, L Brown, Lloyd Smith, S Collins, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 16 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4424.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  None
4425.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

The meeting was adjourned for the public session.  See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4426.	To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th October 2022.  Agreed and signed as a correct record.

4427.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
	a)  ABC owned land – With regard to Poplar Farm Field, the field in which the ABC owned play area is situated and the registered Village Green lies, the Chairman reported on the latest he had received from Tracey Kerley at ABC.  The Council had asked if the Borough Council would, in principle, be willing to agree to a land transfer, before further detailed negotiations were carried out, with a view to the Parish Council being able to make more use of the land.  The latest reply asked for a more specific proposal for them to consider.  After a full discussion it was agreed to continue with the request. 
	b)  Highways Seminar – The Chairman gave a report on the Seminar he had attended on 13th October. KCC has been given powers under Part 6 of Traffic Management Act 2004 to enforce against breaches of certain road signs using cameras.  One of the first six in the country will be the ‘bus gate’ in Ashford.  130,000 applications were made by utilities in 2021/22 to dig up roads, 15,000 of which required road closures.  Trees along 4-5,000 miles of road are safety checked every 5 years. (See fuller details in the online recording.)

4428.	Planning Application: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2022/2530  Anchor Barn, Peening Quarter – Proposed conversion of roof over existing garage/gym building, alterations to external staircase, first floor terrace and addition of solar panels. After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application but asking for inclusion of a condition that it does not become separate accommodation.  
b)  PA/2022/2518  Land adjacent to 16 Lloyds Green – To create two new houses.  Councillors had heard comments made from two residents of Lloyds Green objecting to the scheme.  Fundamental errors had been noted on the application form and the plans were very sketchy.  Clerk had informed Southern Water and the PROW team as neither were on ABC’s consultee list.  After a full discussion it was agreed to object to this application.  The proposed access to the proposed dwellings only has a Deed of Easement on it for agricultural vehicles from Poplar Road to the field at the bottom of it and to the Southern Water pumping station that sits in the middle of the site. The latter deals with sewage from part of Lloyds Green and Jubilee Fields with regular access for maintenance and engineering upgrades essential. 
c)  PA/2022/2708  Oxney Isle Barn, Swan Street – Erection of a new dwelling and landscaping. Cllrs had listened to further information from the applicant during the public session and comments from a neighbour.  Various comments from others had been forwarded to councillors before the meeting.  After a full discussion it was agreed, by a majority vote, to support this application, asking that full 
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consideration be given by the Planning Officer to any mitigation of impacts on the track to Blackbrook Farm and its associated drainage ditch, as incidences of flooding can arise lower down. 

4429.	Correspondence:
	a)  Memorial Garden Working Group – consider planting a cherry tree to replace the one lost.  It had been explained that cherries were one of the late Queen’s favourite trees.  After a full discussion it was agreed to purchase a suitable cherry tree, seeking the Tree Warden’s and the Caretaker’s advice as to which variety to choose and where to plant it. 
	b)  Scribe – Notice of price increase for renewal after 1st April 2023.  Noted.
.  
4430.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The van is due for repairs (new clutch, ABS & Eco warning lights & horn) & MOT.  It may be necessary to consider replacing the van in the not-too-distant future.
	b)  Finance:  
· Monthly Transaction Statement & Caretaker’s Monthly Transaction Statement.  Noted.
c)  Planning:  Decision received:  
· 22/00965/AS  Land south of 63 The Street – Erection of a block of 3 stables and a barn. – Granted with conditions. 
b)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report.
c)  Highways – Chairman reported that the footway on one side of the Swan Corner is being repaired.
d)  Public Rights of Way – Nothing significant to report.
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4431.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  13th December 2022 at 7.30pm with seasonal refreshments beforehand.
4432.	Items for Information:
	1. The Clerk gave a report on the Planning Portal training she had attended.
	2. Cllr Collins reported on a successful Village Hall AGM although no more volunteers had come forward.  They are still looking for a cleaner.
	3.  The Chairman gave a brief report on the six-monthly police and PCC meeting with KALC.

	The meeting closed at 21.35hrs. 

Appendix
              Planning Applications:

PA/2022/2530  Anchor Barn. The applicant gave further information and answered councillors’ questions.
PA/2022/2518  Land adjacent to 16 Lloyds Green.  Neither the applicant nor the agent attended the meeting although invited.  Some residents of Lloyds Green attended and two spoke of their concerns with the practicality of siting two dwellings on a small parcel of land with a Southern Water Sewage Pumping Station on it, and access along a single ABC owned track which is also a public right of way.  There was also concern from one neighbour that his property would be overlooked.
PA/2022/2708  Oxney Isle Barn.  The applicant gave a detailed explanation of how the planning application had progressed through three meetings with the Ashford Design Panel to the final application put before the Council.  A neighbour expressed her concern with possible extra flooding down the track to Blackbrook Farm which could occur as this can already be a problem.
	
