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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th October 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, Borough Councillor M Burgess, Community Warden Jo Vos, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4069.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllr G Parkin, reason accepted, PCSO Kate Richards & 
Volunteer Community Warden, Lee Phelan.
4070.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
4071.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th September 2019:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record. 


4072.
Matters Arising: 

i)  WiFi in the Village Hall update.  Unfortunately still not in place but it is hoped it will be shortly.


ii)  Exiting Acton Lane Update.  Mirror purchased and awaiting collection by Mr Tim Piper.  Grateful thanks were given to him for agreeing to fix it in position.  


iii)  Bus Shelter.  Mr Cliff Harman has asked that the Parish Council further consider removing it.  After a full discussion, it was agreed that to remove the bus shelter would not solve the problem of anti social behaviour by certain individuals in the village however further discussion would be needed as to how to proceed.  Cllr Brown very kindly offered to remove the fallen apples.
4073
Planning Application: (previously circulated to Councillors)

19/01269/AS  Land on the south side of Palstre Court Road (Willow Tree Barn)  – Change of use & works of conversion of an existing redundant & disused barn into a single dwelling with biodiversity & landscaping enhancements, including the demolition of an existing stable block, timber lean-too style awnings & smaller out buildings as well as the removal of a mobile home & a cabin.  It was pointed out that it was difficult to find the changes from the previous application which had been withdrawn having previously been objected to by the Parish Council.  Cllrs agreed to object to this application on the same grounds as before.
4074
To consider arranging for an up to date tree survey.  This is a requirement of our insurance. 
The last one was carried out in October 2013.  Agreed to get quotes.
4075.
To consider a donation to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.  £100 agreed.

4076.
Final Response to ABC Corporate Plan Survey.  As agreed at the previous meeting the 
Chairman had prepared some answers for Cllrs to consider.  Cllrs supported the answers the 
Chairman had put forward with one amendment.
4077.
To consider a safe pedestrian access to Safala from Coronation Field.  The residents had 
asked that they be given permission to put in an access from their property into the Field to 
avoid having to walk along in the road to/from the bus stop.  Cllrs agreed to this.
4078.
To consider a request to remove ivy from an oak tree in Coronation Field.  A nearby 
resident is concerned over the health of the tree.  The Tree Warden has given a report.  It was 
agreed to ask the tree surveyor for his opinion when the survey takes place.
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4079.
Correspondence:

a) Karen Rivers – Expressing concern about the current state of the childrens play park by 
Woodland View compared to neighbouring villages.  Councillors had listened to comments made 
during the public session and expressed their concern at the apparent unhealthy state of the play 
park.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should contact ABC as it is their play 
park and ask for a site meeting to discuss the issues.  Email should be sent to Head of Housing 
and copied to Mick Burgess.

For noting:


b)  PKF Littlejohn PLL – Conclusion of Audit, no comments made.  Invoice for £300 plus Vat.

Previously Circulated by email:

c)  Kent Police – Rural Task Force report.     d)  NHS East Kent Bulletin     e)  Kent Resilience Forum Parish Partner Pack     f)  KCC Consultation Event Invitation     g)  WKPS September Planning Newsletter     h)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership     i)  Monthly update from PCSOs.     j)  KALC News September 2019     k)  ABC – Leader Briefing Notes for Parishes No. 21     l)  KALC – Minutes from Ashford Area Committee meeting of 25th Sept.     
4080.  To authorise payments:


Clerk's expenses 9th July to 7th October  £166.42 plus £25.40 Vat Total £191.82  Includes 2 x USB hard drives for back ups, one to be held off-site by the Chairman.  Authorised.
4081.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Caretaker had been thanked by the RBL for the tidy state of the War Memorial Garden and the Memorial Garden in readiness for the Unveiling Ceremony.  Cllr Venning commented that the Cemetery is looking good too.  The Chairman reported on an encouraging call he had received from the new Head of Drainage at KCC.  We are being invited to report drains not working.  Cllr Venning suggested that a volunteer might be willing to check the drains.  Clerk to talk to anyone she thinks might be willing to help.


b)  Finance: 



i) Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.      Agreed.



ii)  Half Yearly Budget Statement.  Noted.


c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received:   None

            d)  Highways: Nothing to report. 

e)  Public Rights of Way:  Clerk was told, when following up a fault report, that it is still awaiting allocation. There are currently 700 issues in Ashford alone waiting to be assigned for investigation and that is in addition to the 260 issues currently on officers workloads just in this district. 


f)   Open Spaces: Clerk reported that the installing of the path between the gate into Coronation Field and the path round the Memorial Garden is programmed for the end of October. 


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: Nothing to report.
4082.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies.


Village Hall Management Committee – In the absence of Cllr Parkin there was nothing to report. 
4083.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4084.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  12th November 2019 at 7.30pm
4085.
Items for information: 


1)  Cllr Lloyd-Smith gave a short report on the Ashford Health & Wellbeing meeting he had attended.


2)  Cllr Venning gave an update on the Save the Swan Campaign.  There will be a public meeting on November 8th in the Village Hall.


3)  The Chairman will be laying the wreath at the Remembrance Day Service on behalf of the Council. 


4)  The Chairman reported on a call he had received from Biffa with regard to collections after Brexit.  Cllr Venning asked whether there was anything we should be considering in connection with Brexit.  It was agreed that at the moment there wasn't anything.

The meeting closed at 22.09.
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Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.


1.  Roger Parker expressed his appreciation for all that was done by the Parish Council and the Royal British Legion to make the unveiling of the additional names on the war memorial and the unveiling of the Airfield plaque such a success.

2.  Cliff Harman gave further information on his request to have the bus  shelter removed.

3.  Miriam Lewis expressed her surprise at seeing the request on the agenda for a safe access onto Coronation Field from a dwelling on Stocks Road.

4.  Roger Parker expressed his concern too and that the agenda wording was not clear.

5.  Karen Rivers gave the meeting further information on her concerns as to the safety of the play park by Woodland View.  The pieces of equipment are old and the refurbished slide doesn't slide! She suggested that the play area should be moved back to Coronation Field where it was quite a few years ago.  It would be used by more children there.  She felt sure that there were many people who would be willing to help raise funds.

6.  Sarah Middleton,supporting Karen's views, offered to put together further information for the Council to consider.

Community Warden's Report
Jo didn't have a lot to report but she had been kept informed on issues in the village by PCSO Kate Richards.  She informed the meeting that Lee Kidd who had been our Community Warden a few years ago had passed away suddenly a few days ago.  He had been well thought of in the village.  Jo warned the meeting that she will be away for most of next year on maternity leave.  Congratulations were given.  Peter, one of her supervisors, will be covering her duties.
