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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th April 2010 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs D Lewis (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, D Chesson, A Mayer, P Lyon, N Thom, Andy Bowtell Special Constable, 12 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1999.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Both Cllr D Lewis & P Lyon declared an interest in 
agenda item 12a) Minute no.2010.a)

2000.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

2001.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Cllr J Rivers, reason accepted, Borough Cllr M Burgess and Community Warden Karen Peck

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  During this time Andy Bowtell informed the meeting that he would be moving away at the end of April saying how much he had enjoyed his time on the Isle of Oxney.  The Chairman expressed the Council's thanks for all he done for the village during his stay and wished him well for the future.

2002.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th March 2010:  Confirmed and signed as a correct record.

2003.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report

2004.
Planning Application: These had been circulated to Cllrs before the meeting.


i) 09/01214/AS  Dobells Farm, Moons Green – Change of use to a horse sanctuary (retrospective)


Having considered the comments of the public Cllrs agreed to Support the application but to request that certain conditions be imposed namely 1) the number of horses be appropriate to the size of the area, 2) appropriate timely disposal of waste and 3) appropriate authority to inspect the site.  Ensure conditions are enforced.


ii) 10/00424/AS 12 Coombe Lands – Roof extension, raising the ridge height of property.  Single storey rear & side extension Insertion of 2 dormer windows on from elevation.  Juliet balcony to rear.  Clerk informed the meeting that she had just received amended wording for the application.  It should read 'Single storey side extension'.  Once again Cllrs had listened to comments by neighbours and after a short discussion Objected to this application.  Clerk to ask ABC to send inspector round to check that the applicant has complied with the approval already given.

2005.
Youth Forum Update:  Clerk reported that Carol Morton, ABC has arranged for a meeting with the youth of the village on 15th April at 4.30.  It is for the youth only.  Feedback has been requested.

2006.
Fencing on land at Woodland View update: Clerk read out the reply she had received from Paul Clokie. ABC considers that there may be a prolonged delay before the land can be developed for housing due to the lack of support from the Parish Council on the Village Green issue so the Housing Officer has decided that there should be a temporary use of the land for grazing. Noted.

2007.
Parish Council Newsletter update: The Chairman informed the meeting that Cllr Rivers had arranged for 600 copies to be printed.  Invoice to be sent to the Clerk.

2008.
To consider the future of the far end of the Cemetery:  After a short discussion it was agreed to hold a site meeting at 10am on 24th April.

2009. 
To consider emergency repairs to the Bus Shelter:  Our PCSO has been informed of the scratched on offensive drawings on the inside of the shelter.  During the discussion as to how to remove this the meeting was adjourned for two minutes when Mr Simon Dunford very kindly
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offered to sand off the drawings. It was agreed to include the Bus Shelter in the site meeting arranged.

2010.
Correspondence:


a)  Letter from Mrs J Tidd, The Meadows re Recreation for the Youth in Wittersham – To resolve the question in paragraph 5.  This paragraph relates to the use of Coronation Field as a skate park.  It was agreed to defer this question until a Youth Forum has been set up.  In the meantime Clerk to reply to Mrs Tidd's letter stating that the Council shares her concern about the anti-social behaviour in The Meadows and also write to the Police Sergeant at Tenterden.


b) The Kent Men of the Trees – Annual Competition – Agreed to enter again this year.  Admin cost of £10.


For noting


c) KCC – Mobile Library Single Staffing Implementation.  Noted


d) Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor confirmed.


e) Audit Commission – Notice of Annual Audit 1st June 2010.


f) ABC – Wittersham Play Area – awarded an 'OK to Play' quality mark.  Sign will installed soon.


Previously circulated


g)  KCC – Speed Limit Review     h)  ABC – Submission of Tenterden's Rural Sites DPD     i)   Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Rural News      j) ABC – Funding & Support of Voluntary & Community Organisations.     k) Eastern & Coastal Kent PCT – Review of the Single Equality Scheme Public Consultation     l) High Weald Anvil     m)  Clerks & Councils Direct


Previously forwarded by e-mail  


n)  KCC – Kent Rail Summit 25/3/10     o)  Ashford Management Forum 21/4/10     p)  Kent County Playing Fields AGM

2011.
To Authorise Payment:


i)  Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during March £100.  Authorised


ii) Ashford Youth Forum Trust – Invoice 19 – Contribution towards expenses etc for a Youth Forum  Authorised


iii) Action with Communities in Rural Kent – Annual Subscription £35  Authorised 


iv) KALC – Annual Subscription £349.69 plus VAT + 4 extra copies of Parish News £10  Authorised


v)  HMRC – Paye Jan, Feb & March £202 less £75 Tax Incentive for Filing Online last year  Authorised


vi) Wittersham Village Hall – Hire of Club Room £45  Authorised


vii) Robert Pudan – Inv 31 – grass cutting etc. £125  Authorised

2012.
Working Party Reports:    


a)   Finance 


      i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed     


      ii)  End of Year Statement and Receipts & Payments Account – To be ratified at next meeting


b)  Planning 


            Decisions received from ABC:



10/00069/AS  Sweatman's Garage Site – Erection of 2m boundary hoarding to garage





site (retrospective)                                        Temporary permission granted



Considered since last meeting:



10/00241/AS  Pear Tree Cottage – Conversion of redundant barn & change of use of 





building to residential use and erection of a two bay garage             Support 


c)
Highways & Footpaths – The Clerk reported that the village now has 4 Countryside 
Access Wardens.  Path end numbers are now being put up, waymarkers renewed as 
necessary and spot vegetation will take place.


d)
Open Spaces – Nothing to report 


e)
Cemetery –   Nothing to report
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2013  Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom gave a short report. The Murder Mystery evening is a sell out.  They are still waiting for the results of the Fun Run and a new Notice Board is now in place.

2014.
KALC Parish News 346 – Standing Orders for Local Councils:  Agreed to purchase the latest issue at a cost of £25 as recommended by KALC

2015.
To discuss format for Annual Parish Meeting 14th May 2010:  Clerk read out Kathy Bugden's suggestion which Cllrs agreed with.  Notice to go in Outlook on Oxney & on the Notice Boards.

2016.
Date of  next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  To be advised

2017.   Date of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:   11th May 2010

2018.
Items for Information:  

            a)   Highways Survey to come

            b)   Advance notice of Annual Insurance Premium £609.17

At this point the public were asked to leave so that agenda item 21 could be discussed

