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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th February 2024  in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, A Lloyd-Smith, P Venning, C Sykes, S Gill, J Newton, Borough Councillor J Shilton, no members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4617.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  None.
4618.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  Cllr Lloyds Smith agenda item 8, minute number 4624.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	There was no public session.
4619.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th January 2024.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4620.	Matters Arising:
a)   Safe entrance for pedestrians to the War Memorial update.  Still no response from the Conservation Team at ABC despite several emails requesting a response.  Borough Councillor Shilton will follow this up.
b)  Bus Shelter Refurbishment update.  Work should commence on 4th March 2024.  Cllrs agreed to apply to Borough Councillor Shilton for a Ward Members Grant of £1,000.00

4621.	Planning Application:
PA/2022/2708  Land below Oxney Isle Barn, Swan Street – Erection of a new dwelling and landscaping.  This is an appeal against ABC’s refusal.  After a full discussion it was agreed no further comment was needed beyond the lengthy submission at an earlier stage.

4622.	To consider further the plans to extend the Cemetery.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith confirmed that it looks like funding in the region of £4-5,000 for the stock fence and hedging plants will be available and that Charlie Reeve is prepared to complete the application for funding on our behalf.  Cllrs agreed to pay his fee of around £500 whatever the outcome of the application.  Clerk to get confirmation of the fee.  After a full discussion it was agreed to apply to Ashford Borough Council for Change of Use only.  Vehicles will be kept out of the new extension.  It was also agreed that Cllr Lloyd-Smith would ask the adjoining landowner if a gate could be erected within the boundary hedge.  

4623.	80th Anniversary of D Day 6th June 2024.  Clerk to find out what plans other organisations in the village had regarding this, especially the Royal British Legion.  Cllrs were supportive of the village doing something.

4624.	Consideration of the space fronting the Churchyard wall.  There has long been a question of who owns this.  A pedestrian accident has been reported on the brick path alongside the Church wall.  This has been reported to Highways as historically they acknowledge ownership.  They have reported that they consider there is no essential works required at this time as the footway is only slightly uneven.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith has written to them in his capacity as Church Warden and councillor.  A reply is awaited before further action is taken.

4625.	Correspondence:
	Katie Sokolowska – Caring Altogether in Romney Marsh (CARM) – request for names of businesses. 
	who might help with funding.  The Chairman explained how well supported the coffee morning which
	CARM hold in the village twice a month is.  After a short discussion it was agreed that as there aren’t 
	many businesses in the village the Parish Council would donate £150.  The Chairman would approach 
	The Village Shop for further support.
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4626. 	Payment Authorisations:  Clerk’s expenses 1st October to 31st December 2023.  £75.63.  Agreed.
	
4627.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – Clerk reported that the Caretaker has been working in the Cemetery clearing brambles etc.
b)  Finance: 
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  December 2023 updated and reconciled now. Noted that the CCLA Reconciliation has not taken place as the monthly statement has not yet to be received due to a problem they are experiencing.
ii)  Three Quarterly Budget Statement – Noted.
c)   Planning:
	Decisions received: 
· PA/2022/2518  Land between 16 & 17 Lloyds Green – To erect two dwellings.  Appeal against ABC’s refusal.  Appeal dismissed.
· PA/2023/1281  Land between 16 & 17 Lloyds Green – To erect one dwelling – Withdrawn by Applicant.
· PA/2023/2276  The Beeches – Proposed north east extensions to form boot room and open porch.  Granted.
d)  Open Spaces – Clerk reported that the Caretaker had erected the goal posts on Coronation Field.
e)  Highways:
· Cllr Venning reported that the road alongside Wayside Nurseries is breaking up again.
· The Clerk had met with Mr Nunn regarding the ditch alongside his land.  The Sewage pipe runs within this ditch.  He has met with Southern Water who will arrange for the sewage to be removed but they must contact the Environment Agency first.  It needs replacing with a bigger pipe.
f)  PROWs – Still all very muddy.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Gill reported that the wooden fence between the PROW and the orchard is broken and fallen over in places.  Clerk to get quotes for repair.

4628. 	To arrange a date for the Annual Parish Meeting.  Agreed to hold it on 9th April at 7pm with the normal 
Monthly meeting following.  Refreshments to be served beforehand. County Councillor, Borough Councillor and Kent Police Beat Officer to be invited to give their reports.

4629.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  12th March 2024 at 7pm.
4630.	Items for Information:
Clerk has arranged for CPR & Defibrillator training to be held on 14th March in the Village Hall with the Wealden CFRs.  Two sessions, 6pm and 7.30pm.
	
The meeting closed at 21.10 hrs.





