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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th March 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, L Brown, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3950.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3951.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr C Sykes, reason accepted.   PCSOs Kate Richards & Luke Jones, and Voluntary Support Warden Lee Phelan.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3952.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2019:  Confirmed as a correct 

            record. 

3953.
Matters Arising: 

i)  Change of KCC policy on Free School Transport update.  Response still awaited from Roger Gough to Chairman's letter together with documents requested so agreed to send in a FOI request for the documents.


ii) Police Parish Forum update.  Arranged for 22nd March in Tenterden Town Hall. Will be attended by Cllrs Smith and Venning and the Clerk.


iii)  PROW  AT90  Footpaths officer has been on site with contractor. Drainage problem will have to be addressed so cost is likely to rise.  She will advise.


iv)  Great British Spring Clean – Cllr Parkin has arranged for this to take place on 16th April in the afternoon, meeting outside the Village Hall, but is waiting to hear from Ashford for confirmation.

iv)   RBL Walnut tree has been planted on The Green.


v)   Housing Needs Survey update.  A meeting is to be arranged between Mark James ABC,  Tessa O'Sullivan ACRK and Councillors.


vi)  SIDs update.  Neighbours closest to the proposed positioning of the poles have been consulted and the Chairman, in his report for Outlook, had included the action being taken.  Only one neighbour had asked a question which had been answered. Clerk to report back to KCC.
3954.
Planning Application:


19/00229/AS  4A Swan Street – Construction of garage & workshop.  The applicant had given details during the public session pointing out that PROW  AT77 is incorrectly shown as on his property instead of on the neighbouring property.  This has been pointed out to KCC but will need a Definitive Map Modification Order to correct it.  Councillors agreed to support.  
3955.
Consider and agree calling a meeting to discuss The Swan.   It was resolved to hold 


a meeting to discuss the future of The Swan and that the Parish Council will meet the cost 


of the hire of the hall.
3956.
Forthcoming Election  Nomination packs handed to Councillors.  Ashford Borough Council will 


take steps to publicise it.
3957.  To consider the purchase of a replacement ride on mower at a cost of approximately 


£9000 together with rear reflector chute for cut and drop at £233 and to fit a LED flashing


beacon at £150.  All prices plus Vat.  Two Councillors considered that the cost could be lower 


if purchased online.  Cllrs Lloyd-Smith and Venning agreed to obtain 3 quotes for Alf's 


preferred model.  
3958.   To agree to purchase a new Notice Board for the bottom of Forge Meads (in the budget)
             Agreed.
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3959.   Wittersham Primary School news and possible action.  The Chairman had drafted a letter to 

            send to the Head Teacher congratulating her on the school being judged to be in the top 1% of 

            Primary Schools in the country in Key Stage 2 assessments and receiving a letter of  

            congratulations from the Secretary of State.  Cllrs agreed to this and suggested that something 

            should be done to highlight this achievement.   Cllr Mash would make enquiries.  A budget of 

            £100 was agreed.                                                   

3960.   Approval for the Clerk to sign Statutory Declarations in support of the agreed 

            registration of Council land.  Agreed.

3961.
Correspondence:


a)  Satswana – invite to renew membership for a further year.  £150 plus Vat.  Agreed.


For noting:
            b) Kent Men of the Trees – Village Competition entry form completed.

            c)  Email from Barry Rayner expressing concern at the recent vandalism.  Clerk had replied.  


Previously Circulated:  d)  Clerks & Councils Direct January 2019

Previously Circulated by email:

e)  NALC – Chief Executive's Bulletin     f)  A helping hand from South East Water     g)  KRF Parish Partner Pack     h)  KALC News – February 2019     i)  ABC – Adoption of Ashford Local Plan 2030     j)  ABC Leader Briefing Note for Parishes No. 83     k)  WKPS Boldshaves Flyer     


l)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes No. 84     m)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes No. 85     n)  KALC – Forthcoming Elections – insurance article     o)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes No. 86         

3962.
Payments for Authorisation: 


Clerk's expenses January to 11th March 2019  £94.43.  Authorised
3963.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Clerk reported that the Caretaker had removed a broken branch which had fallen across the PROW from the Cemetery alongside.  


b)  Finance: Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.

c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received: 

                 19/00040/AS  Safala, Stocks Road – Single storey extension & two storey rear extension 

                                        (revision to planning permission 18/01490/AS)                                      Granted
                 19/00069/AS  Lordings, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed detached garage             Granted


d)  Highways: Nothing to report.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Clerk reported that she had walked along the river towards Potmans Heath and hadn't found a problem with the gates.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith considered that they were not in a good state.  Clerk to contact KCC for clarification.


f)   Open Spaces:  Nothing to report


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Nothing to report. 
3964.
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:

Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin gave a short report.  The flat roof will be repaired but no date has yet been given. Cllr Venning suggested that as a Parish Council we need to consider a long term plan for amenities building on the earlier VOICES wish list.  With regard to WiFi in the village hall Cllr Parkin reported that it was the general opinion of the Trustees  that only the Parish Council wanted it.  Further consideration needs to be given as to who pays for it. 

3965.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3966.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  9th April 2019 at 7.30pm
3967.
Date of the Annual Parish Meeting:  18th April 2019 in the Village Hall. 
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3968.
Items for information: 


i)    Chairman gave a short report on the Tenterden Town Council Community Transport Sub Committee which he had attended.

ii)   Clerk read out the PCSO's report.  Crime is still low in the village but any incident must be reported.  Reported crime gets resources.  Clerk to write reminder for the Outlook.


iii)  Clerk reported that 42 people had attended the Defib training.  Thanks were given to John Rivers. 


iv)   Voluntary Support Warden had reported an abandoned car to the Borough Council.  It has now been moved.


v)   Cllr Mash brought Cllrs attention to the fact that the recent 'run' through the village had caused certain problems as prior notice didn't seem to have been given but Cllr Parkin said that notices had been put through doors in The Street.
3969.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public. Proposed by Cllr Parkin and seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed.


The Swan Inn – Agreed that the people who had contacted the Clerk to indicate their interest in  the future of The Swan would be invited to attend a meeting to discuss the next steps.

.

The meeting closed at 21.37hrs
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications:


19/00229/AS  4A Swan Street.  The applicant gave further details, especially with regard to the PROW that KCC states runs through the side of the property. Neighbours attending asked questions of the applicant.
Other Matters:

 Mr Manning informed the meeting that someone would be attending the next Royal British Legion meeting to give a talk on Neighbourhood Watch.
