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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th May 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, P Lyon, Borough Cllr. Mick Burgess, Rob Perfitt, Community Warden, 11 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

The Chairman informed the meeting that due to elections taking place at agenda items 6-10 the Public Session will take place after agenda item 13.

1581.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Mash declared an interest in agenda item 18a) 
Minute No. 1598a)

1582.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1583.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Cllrs Chesson, reason accepted. 

1584. 
To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Mayer proposed Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Lewis.  As there were no further nominations Cllr Rivers was duly elected.

1585.
To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Lyon proposed Cllr Lewis, seconded by Cllr Mayer.  As there were no further nominations Cllr Lewis was duly elected.

1586.
To elect members to Working Parties:


a)  Finance – Chairman, Cllr Lewis and Clerk


b)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon


c)  Highways – Cllrs Mayer & Lewis


d)  Footpaths – In his absence Cllr Chesson was put forward.  To be confirmed at next meeting


e)  Cemetery – In his absence Cllr Chesson was put forward.  To be confirmed at next meeting

1587.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings – Cllrs Rivers & Lewis

1588.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum – Cllr Lyon

1589.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather

1590.
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum – Cllr Rivers

1591.
To discuss the future representation to the Tenterden Improved Group – The Chairman 


explained that although he felt that this had little to do with Wittersham the Group were very keen


to have his input as a representative of the villages therefore he agreed to continue attending the meetings.

1592.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2008:  After correction confirmed and signed as a correct record.

1593.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1594.
To consider the following Planning Applications:  Plans had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the start of this meeting.

i)08/00574/AS  Archers Post, Swan Street – Erection of a two storey side extension to provide

garage & carer's accommodation above.  After a full discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this

application.

ii)08/00596/AS Rugden – New timber frame double garage with store and timber frame 
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ancillary home/farm office with utilities room (serving Rugden Farm Barn), together with small

modifications to the previously approved residential curtilage.  Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

iii)08/00601/AS  Rugden – Replacement general purpose agricultural storage building and 

adjoining three bay lambing shed/general farm storage, together with small modifications to

previously approved curtilage.  Cllrs agreed to Support this application 

1595.
Churchyard Update: 


a)  Path Planning Application – more details required.  Clerk had taken photographs for paths to be marked.


b)  It had been reported to the Clerk that the Horse Chestnut Tree near the West door appeared to be dying. Clerk had contacted Ashford Borough Council for advice.


c)  Invitation to attend Evensong at 6pm on 29th June to celebrate the restoration of the Churchyard.

1596.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget – Ratified & signed

1597.
Annual Return:


i)  Statement of Accounts signed by Clerk & Chairman


ii) Annual Governance Statement completed & signed by Clerk & Chairman

1598.
Correspondence:


a)  Outlook on Oxney – Request for donation towards printing costs.  Cllrs agreed to donate £1,250.00.


b)  Macmillan Cancer Support – Request for donation.  Cllrs agreed to donate £50.


For noting only:


c)  ABC – Allotment sites within your Parish – Details requested.  Clerk had responded.

1599.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning for April £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 1  £63.20  Authorised

iii)       Came & Co – Annual Insurance Premium £574.80  Authorised

iv)
Robert Pudan – Invoice 4 Grass Cutting etc. £230.00 Authorised

v)
Village Hall Management Committee – Request for payment of donation of £5,000.00.


Clerk explained that it wouldn't be possible to pay this amount in full and that £2,500.00 


could be paid now and the balance in October when the second half of our Precept is 


received. 

1600.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance -  Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.


b)
Planning 




Decisions received from Ashford Borough Council




08/00201/AS  Pennystocks, Stocks Road – Replace single garage and shed






with new double garage



           Granted




08/00247/AS   15 Poplar Road – Creation of a new vehicular access          Granted




08/00509/AS
Westlea, Poplar Road – Proposed 1st Floor extension           Granted

Notice of Appeal re Rotherlands, Palstre Court Road – Removal of condition on planning consent

WE/8/52/54 relating to agricultural occupancy.

 
c)
Highways & Footpaths – missing rail on bridge over Ghyll reported as well as Japanese



Knot Weed on AT 91A.

d)
Open Spaces – Dahlias are being planted around the bench on the Village Green.  Offer of 


a donation towards a new gate for Coronation Field to be placed on agenda for next 
meeting.  Thanks to be given to donor.

e)
Cemetery – Clear up had taken place.  Clerk to send formal thank you.
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1601.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather reported that there will be an insert in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney with a programme of fundraising events.  The WC for the disabled had been completed..  


ii) Service Level Agreement KALC/ABC Working Party – The Chairman explained the aim of this working party.


Iii) Tenterden Improved Group – The Chairman gave a brief report.

1602.
Date of Annual Parish Meeting:  16th May 2008

1603.
Date of Next Full Council Meeting:  10th June 2008

1604.
Items for information:


i)  Carriageway Resurfacing, Stocks Road, Pound Lane to Acton Lane. Commences on 2nd June for 2 days, weather permitting.


ii)  KALC Parish News No. 331

The meeting closed at 21.30hrs

