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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th March 2026 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, S Gill, P Venning, J Smith, C Sykes, one member of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk). 
4937.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr A Lloyd-Smith, reason accepted, Borough Councillor J Shilton and County Councillor W Chapman.
4938.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session – See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4939.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2026.  After the correction of a typing error the Minutes were agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4940.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman reported that the Landlord’s solicitors were in the process of drafting a lease for the Sports Club to consider.  An EGM will be held on 19th March 2026.
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk has heard again from Jamie Cunningham, KCC Highways and explained more fully the Council’s wishes.  He will now get legal advice.
	c)  Caretaker Scheme update.  The contract has been reviewed by ABC and we should get a copy 
	shortly.
d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  The branches have now been removed.  The contractor’s invoice will follow shortly.
e)  Escaped pigs update.  Sgt. Dan Edge had reported that Trading Standards are still considering whether investigative action will be taken or may need following up and are still working with the pig owner.  It appears that one pig is still loose.
	f)  Water Leak in the Churchyard.  In Cllr Lloyd-Smith’s absence the Clerk reported that it appears
	that the leak has been traced as the hole has been filled in.
	g)  Lloyds Bank Account.  The Clerk has yet to visit the Bank.

4941.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2026/0352  Hope Farm Bungalow, Peening Quarter Road – Proposed rear and first floor extension 
	to dwelling and detached car barn.  Councillors had heard further information from the Applicant 
	during the Public Session.  After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application.
	
4942.	Local Government Reorganisation Consultation.  Cllr Smith gave further information on the options available.  After a full discussion it was agreed not to respond to this consultation as the detail is still at the macro level, way above any immediate relevance to Wittersham.   The Chairman suggested that looking to the future it might be a good idea to initiate discussions with other local parishes and Tenterden Town Council in particular.

4943.	NPPF Consultation.  After a short discussion it was agreed not to respond to this consultation for the same reason as 4942 above.

4944. 	To discuss a proposal to make a financial contribution to the startup of Kent ACRE.  After a full discussion it was agreed not to offer a financial contribution at this stage and to wait until more information is available.  
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4945.	Result of HIP Teams meeting held on 2nd March 2026.  The Chairman reported on a useful meeting with a senior member of the KCC Highways team..  We now await an updated HIP from KCC with further details on the gateway for the Tenterden end of Poplar Road and a possible footway between the Memorial Garden and the Hairdressers in The Street

4946.    Granting of permission for Cemetery Extension – next steps.  The Clerk reported that a condition of Planning Permission is to provide a Biodiversity Gain Plan.  After a full discussion it was agreed to move forward initially by asking Greg Penoyre if he would kindly put together a formal specification of the work required.  Meanwhile the Clerk is arranging for a quote to have the four dead trees removed.

4947.	Consider quote from IMI regarding cleaning of the War Memorial.   The Clerk suggested that the War Memorial needs cleaning.  She had obtained a quote from IMI but others would also be obtained from specialists in this field, if possible.  It would appear that a grant may be available from the War Memorial Trust for this work.

4948.	To consider the problems of parking in Lloyds Green.  The Clerk explained that she has been in correspondence with a resident in Lloyds Green regarding this issue.  There are not enough parking spaces for all the vehicles.  Some are being parked on the grass and others along the road making it difficult for large vehicles to get to the T junction without going over the grass.  ABC has requested that vehicles should not be parked on the grass and intends to erect knee railing fencing to stop this.  The Clerk has also been in correspondence with an ABC officer who has suggested that perhaps the PC could fund extra parking as ABC is not able to do this.  The Ward Member has been copied into all this.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the PC is not in a position to fund any extra parking in any of the ABC Council Estates, but it will support an Engagement Day with residents suggested by the ABC officer.

4949.	To agree funding for the Dementia Talk to be given at the WI meeting on 5th May 2026.  Cllr Gill explained that the speaker for this event will not be making a charge.  It was agreed to fund £2 per person for those attending, equivalent to the charge the WI would normally make.

4950.	Correspondence:  
	1.  KCC PROW & Access Service – Proposed extinguishment of part of Public Footpath AT89A at Owley.  The Clerk informed the meeting that this footpath runs from the Owley drive to Owley House and as far she is aware has not been used for many years.  It is thought that at one time it might have gone on to meet with AT76A along the Reading Sewer which also goes nowhere.  It was agreed not to object to the proposal.
	2.  Tree Warden -Notice of retirement.  The Clerk had received a letter of notice from Chris Teesdale.  Kate Miller and Greg Penoyre have been approached by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and had expressed an interest in holding the position jointly.  The Clerk has sent them further information and will meet with Kate on Thursday 12th March.  The Council is very grateful for their interest and would be happy for them to take the position.  Chris Teesdale was thanked for all the work he has done for us.
	3.   Unity Trust Bank – The PSCS limit has been increased to £120,000 from £85,000.  Noted.
	4.   Outlook on Oxney – Request for a donation towards printing costs of £2,000 for 2025-26.  Agreed.
	5.  Wittersham Sports Club – Request for a grant towards their grass cutting costs.  After a short discussion it was agreed to donate £250.

4951.	Payments for Authorisation:  Clerk’s expenses 1st January to 10th March 2026.  £53.70.  Agreed.
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4952.	Working Party Reports: 
a)  Caretaker- Some branches in the Memorial Garden, that overhang a neighbouring property, have been removed.
b)  Finance:   Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted.  The Clerk pointed out that the Lloyds Bank   Statement had yet to be received so reconciliation has not been possible.  It was also noted that the cheque made out to the Post Office for the Van Vehicle Tax has not been presented yet although the DVLA website indicates that the tax has been paid.
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:
      PA/2025/2104  Wittersham Cemetery Extension – Change of use from Agricultural to Burial 
      Ground.  Granted.  
d)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report
e)  Highways – Cllr Gill asked that a vote of thanks to all those who have been litter picking
throughout the village be minuted.  Cllr Venning asked if the damaged chevron on the Smallhythe bend had been reported to KCC Highways.  It had not.  The Clerk will ask the Caretaker to check on it. 
f)   Public Rights of Way – The paths are even muddier than reported last month.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Nothing to report.

4953.	To arrange a date for the Annual Parish Meeting:  Tuesday 14th April before our monthly meeting with 
	refreshments beforehand. 

4954.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  Tuesday 14th April 2026 following the Annual Parish Meeting.

4955.	Items for Information:
	Cllr Venning recommended that Councillors watch Channel 4’s documentary Dirty Business, examining 
	the Water Industry.

4956.     To resolve by the nature of the sensitivity of the next item, to exclude the public:
	 Proposed by Cllr Gill and seconded by Cllr Venning.  All agreed.
	Caretaker’s Contract – Councillors had seen a copy of this before the meeting.  Cllr Gilll suggested some
               changes, two of which were agreed.

                   
	The meeting closed at 20.51hrs.



Appendix to the Meeting

The applicant provided some background information to help Councillors make a decision for which he was thanked.
