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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th June 2018 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, G Parkin, C Sykes, L Brown, Community Warden Jo Voss, Voluntary Support Warden Lee Phelan, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3809.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3810.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor Mick Burgess & PCSOs Richards and Jones.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes. However before starting the Public Session the Chairman reminded everyone of the purpose behind the Public Session and its place in meetings of the Parish Council.  It is important to recognise that the Public Session is for residents to ask questions or make points that may help the Council conduct its business successfully.  It is not a free-for-all for residents to launch attacks on Councillors or the Council, or to seek to challenge the Council in the proper conduct of its business.  There is no right to speak or even to have a public session, it is there at the behest of the Council.  
3811.  To confirm Minutes of the Annual meeting held on 8th May 2018:  It was proposed by Cllr 

            Venning & seconded by Cllr Mash that these be confirmed as a correct record.  All agreed.

3812.
Matters Arising: 


i)    ABC policy on Parish Council objections to planning applications: The Chairman had circulated a draft letter to Mr Tim Naylor, Planning Dept, ABC as agreed he should do at the previous meeting.  All agreed to the wording.

ii)   Comments on planning applications not 'functions':  Following the request at the last meeting KALC had been asked for written confirmation that commenting on a Planning Application was not a 'function' for a Parish Council.  KALC had responded that this request had been forwarded to their Planning Adviser who had replied that in his opinion it is not a 'function'.  It is the Planning Authority that exercises a 'function' as they have the power to decide the application.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Mary Walton with the above details.  It was also agreed that Clerk should send a short letter to Claire Tester at the AONB to explain this conclusion to her.

iii)  New bench for The Green update: Clerk reported that it had been agreed with Mick Sweatman that the seat given by him and his family in memory of his wife Pam will be fixed in position on The Green in front of the walled flower bed on the right as you enter The Green from The Street.

iv)  Report of 'Working Together' launch:  Clerk reported that she had attended this in Westminster on 16th May 2018 as the Caretaker Scheme is included as a case study within the Guide.  It had been very interesting and she had been able to inform the KCC officer who had also attended of the many schemes the Parish Council is involved in within the village.  He was very impressed.


v)  ABC's Local Plan 2030: Examination in public.  The Chairman had attended this on 30th May and gave a short report.  We await the Inspector's report and decision as to whether the site put forward by ABC for c.40 houses between Lloyds Green and the Play Area/Village Green at Woodland View will still be included in the Local Plan 2030. 


vi)  Wittersham Airfield plaque:  Clerk had spoken with Kenneth Bannerman of ABCT. All costs, including the boulder etc. will be met by ABCT, we are just being asked to source the boulder.  Cllr Parkin very kindly offered to take this on.
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3813.
Planning Application (previously circulated)


18/00468/AS  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – Conversion of existing brick hut to a living studio & ancillary accommodation with new fenestration & rooflights.  Retrospective.  After a short discussion all agreed to support this application.
3814.
To further discuss the proposed Housing Needs Survey: Cllr Venning reminded Councillors that it was six and a half years since the last survey was undertaken so we need to know what the real need is now.  It was agreed to put the Council's name forward with Action with Communities in Rural Kent to set up a survey in the autumn.
3815.  To further consider and agree on the cleaning of the War Memorial: Clerk had spoken with Neil Walters of Burslems who had quoted £925 plus Vat.  He had agreed that the cleaning should be done sympathetically and then reviewed.  The other quote had been for £1150 plus Vat.  It was agreed to accept Burslems quote.
3816.
To consider the quotes for the additional names for the War Memorial:  Quote from Burslems was for stone cutter's time allowing for a day to mark out, cut and travel at £340 plus Vat.  The other quote was for £242 plus Vat.  After a full discussion it was agreed to accept the quote from Burslems to keep it within a single contractor.  
3817.
To consider the way forward with regard to the Churchyard section of the St. John the Baptist's Church Quinquennial Inspection report:  Clerk had highlighted the following:- Wall, west end by Lych Gate – pointing is poor on the inside and there are cracks & poor pointing on the outside.  This should be done as priority.  South side of Bier House open post and rail fence, leaning and loose & in need of repair.  East boundary – wall is in variable condition, with the worst areas having holes, loose stones & absence of mortar & repair is needed before there is further collapse.  Paths in good condition, some slight moss & vegetation growth which will need treatment in due course.  Graves – Table tombs, repair is needed before the north one collapses.  Table tombs to be repaired within 18 months.  Walls within 5 years.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith offered to look at these issues.
3818.   To consider and agree Privacy Notice: Clerk had previously circulated this.  All agreed it.  It 


will be put on the website.

3819.   To consider and agree Retention Policy:  Clerk had previously circulated this.  All agreed it.  It 
will be put on the website.   


.
3820. 
Payments for authorisation:


Reimburse Clerk for train fare to London for attending launch of 'Working Together'.  £53.85.  Authorised.
3821.
Correspondence:


a)  Ashford Borough Citizens Advice – request for donation.  £50 agreed.


b)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – request for donation.  After a short discussion it was agreed to defer decision to the February 2019 meeting.


c)  Mrs Mavis King – offering to pay for a new bench seat in the Cemetery to replace old one.  Cllrs thanked Mrs King for her kind offer which they would like to accept.
           For noting:  

d)  Loyds Bank – Updating Business Account. 

            e)  Wittersham Sports Club Committee – Thank you for donation towards the hire of a marquee.

            f)   Willy Everett – Re-paying the Council for charging for his services with regard to the new Cemetery extension.


g)  ABC – request for copy of our Emergency Plan.


h)  Mrs Miriam Lewis asking for correspondence between the Parish Council and Simon Cole, ABC Planning Dept.  Also questioning why the application with regard to the change of entrance to the land along Palstre Court Road hadn't been on the agenda for discussion.  Clerk had responded.

 
Previously Circulated:

i)  Clerks & Councils Direct, j)  WKPS – Watch on the Weald, Spring issue
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Previously Circulated by email:

k)  NHW Message – Latest National NHW Newsletter     l)  Rural Vulnerability Service – Rural Transport – May 2018     m)  ABC Leader Briefing note for Parishes     n)  Fields of Battle, Lands of Peace     o) KALC – Councillors Conference 10/7/18     p)  NALC Chief Executive's Bulletin 18     q)  Latest news from South East Water     r)  NALC Chief Executive's Bulletin 19     s)  ABC Leader Briefing note for Parishes     t)  KALC News May 2018     u)  KALC Ashford Committee meeting minutes of 16th May 2018     v)  KALC Employment Law Workshop 6/6/18     w)  National Consultations information for Ashford Health Network members     x)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership May 2018     y)  KALC Collaborates with Alzheimer's Society and KFRS to help combat dementia     z)  NALC Chief Executive's Bulletin 21     aa) WKPS Planning news     bb)  Message from Kent Police     cc)  Old Chalk New Downs Project Outreach Officer – Free training for council members, land owners and managers     dd)  ABC – Big Conversation – Rural Transport     ee)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes     ff)  NALC Newsletter     gg) KALC – An introduction to Planning for Local Councils 2/7/18     hh)  Ashford Crimes 12th June     ii)  NALC Annual Conference 2018      jj)  ABC – Leader Briefing note for Parishes      kk)  Highways England – Operation Stack Listening Exercise deadline 22 July 2018.    
  

3822.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's: Clerk reported that Coronation Field had not been cut until 1st June by Landscape Services and then badly, and this was only done after Clerk had repeatedly complained.  After a short discussion it was agreed that this was unacceptable and further complaints should be made.


b)  Finance: Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement – Agreed.
    

            c)  Planning:  No decisions received.           

d)  Highways:


i)   Clerk reported that on the Highways Works List for the JTB meeting at Ashford tonight it states that Stocks junction will be micro -surfaced on 18th July and Surface Dressing planned for Peening Quarter Road from double S bend (end of Micro) to right hand bend after village.  To be programmed for July.  Clerk has sent email to Highways suggesting that the water problem needs to be corrected first.

ii)  Cllr Venning reported that the edge of the road was breaking up as you enter the village from Tenterden.


iii)  Cllr Mash reported that there was a water leak by Mount Pleasant on Stocks Road.

e)  Public Rights of Way: KCC has reported that they have had problems with the new vegetation cutting contractors but hope to have it back on schedule shortly.


f)  Open Spaces:  The Caretaker has cut the hedge around the War Memorial, The Green and Coronation Field.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  The tree felling to gain entrance into the extension to the Cemetery should start on 15th June.
3823.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3824.
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  10th July 2018 at 7.30pm
3825.
Items for information: 


i)   Cllr Venning reported that the Police & Crime Commissioner has enabled a big recruitment drive which has been funded by an extra £1 on Band D properties.


ii)  Cllr Venning drew attention to a statement from Mrs Lewis in the Public Session that this Council had not adopted the Kent Code of Conduct.  The Chairman reminded Councillors that this wasn't necessary as we had produced our own Code of Conduct which the Council's Monitoring Officer, when questioned by Mrs Lewis, had agreed was legal.


iii)  The Chairman gave the Clerk his copy of the letter from the Fire Service, for her Parish Desk, offering free smoke alarms for the older generation.


iv)  PCSO's Report.  In Kate's absence the Clerk read out her report.  Crime remains low in Wittersham & surrounding areas with few incidents being reported.  Some speed checks have been carried out in nearby villages, with drivers receiving speeding tickets from a traffic officer. She will continue with these.

The meeting closed at 22.00hrs 
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Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications


18/00468/AS  The Old Stables, Palstre Court Road – The Applicant was able to give further information and answered Councillors' questions.
Other Matters

1)  Roger Parker agreed with the Chairman's opening remarks stating that the behaviour of some members of the public was unacceptable and it was very unfortunate that the previous session had been cut short because of this, which meant that others were not able to say what they wished.


2)  Mrs Miriam Lewis felt that it was totally unacceptable to stop the voicing of opinions and it was a very serious matter that she had put before the Council, to which she had not been given the information she demanded.  She stated that the Council was accountable to the public and that it hadn't adopted Kent's code of conduct about showing respect which gives her a problem when she wants to complain. 


3)  Phil Willcocks also thanked the Chairman for his statement and hoped that after so many disruptive meetings other members of the public will have a chance to comment.


4)  Mrs Gillian Redford commented on the Local Plan 2030 saying that she found it disappointing that the Parish Council had not communicated with the village more when the site for 40 houses had been included as an omission site.  She felt that the Council was reactive rather than proactive.  The Chairman paid tribute to her for all the work she had done to inform residents which had contributed to a good turn out at the Village Hall when the Parish Council had considered the Plan.  The points raised at that meeting had been included in the Council's response to ABC.


5)  Mrs Miriam Lewis asked for an explanation as to why the Parish Council hadn't spoken at the Public Examination.  The Chairman stated that we had anticipated speaking, but the guidance notes indicated that the Inspector didn't wish to hear a repetition of the points already made in writing.  The Chairman  had not anticipated how the Inspector would put his questions but the Council's written statement had been fully reflected in the Inspector's approach, and those speaking for the village had been able to answer all his questions. 
Jo Voss, Community Warden's Report


Jo did not have a lot to say as she had been away for personal reasons.  Nothing major had been brought to her attention.

Lee Phelan, Volunteer Warden's Report


Lee had been reporting fly tipping and was in contact with ABC and Southern Housing.
The Chairman thanked them for their reports.
