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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 10th December 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), G Parkin, P Venning, A Lloyd-Smith, Borough Councillor M Burgess, PCSO Kate Richards briefly, Volunteer Support Warden Lee Phelan, 5 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
4100.
Apologies & reasons for absence: Cllrs Sue Mash, Lesley Brown & Colin Sykes, reasons 
accepted.   
4101.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
4102.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 10th November 2019:  Confirmed and signed as a

            correct record. 


4103.
Matters Arising: 

i) Play Park update.  The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had held an informal meeting with Sarah and John Middleton to explain more clearly the help that could be given by the Parish Council.  The Clerk reported that a meeting had been arranged with an officer from ABC but had been cancelled as it was thought that a meeting with Amanda Scott, ABC, would be more beneficial.  Unfortunately she is away until 13th December. 


ii)  Highway Improvements.  Cllr Venning asked what the next steps might be.  Agreed it should be added to the Task List.


iii)  Mirror opposite the top of Acton Lane.  Cllr Brown had informed the Clerk that she had contacted Tim Piper who although away would see that it was put in position as soon as possible.

iv)  Peening Quarter Speed Watch.  Clerk reported that she had spoken to PCSO Kate Richards who had confirmed that it is not possible to carry out a speed watch along a national speed limit road.  Clerk had informed Mrs Jane Burnett who had expressed her thanks for the action that the  Parish Council had taken although not successful.


v)  Speed Indicator Device (SID).  This has now been handed over to the Parish Council and is in place at the top of Lloyds Green.  It will be moved on 17th December and the data downloaded.
4104.
Planning Applications: (previously circulated to Councillors)


19/01577/AS  Budds Farm Barn – Proposed subdivision of existing holiday cottage into two 
separate holiday let units.  After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application.


19/01654/AS  Budds House – Refurbishment of pool house conservatory and reinstatement of 
external swimming pool.  After a short discussion is was agreed to support this application.
4105.
To consider the budget proposal for 2020/21 put forward by the Finance Working Party 
and agree it following discussion.   The Chairman explained that the Parish Council is now 
contributing to projects which would previously have been completely paid for by the County and 
Borough Councils. For example the resurfacing of PROWs and SIDs.  We have projects coming 
forward, for example the footway from the Memorial Garden to the Hairdressers and the play 
park so there is a need to build up funds to a greater level than in the past.  After a full discussion 
Cllr Venning proposed, seconded by Cllr Lloyd-Smith and agreed by the remainder of the 
Council to accept the budget as put forward and a precept of £32,500 which equates to an 
increase of £14.58 per year for a band D property.
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4106.  Task List.  The Chairman had produced an updated list.  The Clerk reported that a quote 
for repair/refurbishment of the bus shelter will be coming in in the new year.  It was agreed to 
come to a decision as to the future of the Bus Shelter in March.
4107.
Correspondence:


a)  Mandy Bryne-Hollis – Donation of an American Sweet Gum Tree. Thanks were given for this 
however it was agreed that the root ball would be too big to move without specialised equipment 
so sadly the offer would have to be declined.


b)  KALC – Community Award.  Nominations to be asked for via Facebook and Nextdoor.

For noting:

c)  Kent Men of the Trees competition result.  Highly commended and a hornbeam tree to plant.


d)  KCC – Order to amend the Definitive Map re AT77

Previously Circulated by email:

e) KCC – Kent Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2013-30      f) Rother District Council – Publication of DaSA Inspectors Report     g)  News from the High Weald AONB     h) KALC – Minutes of Ashford Area Committee meeting 20th November.     I)  KALC News – November     j)  Latest edition of Rural Bulletin  
4108.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Alf is preparing the base for our entry in the Christmas Tree Festival.


b)  Finance: Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.      Agreed.



c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received:  

                 19/01269/AS  Land on the south side of Plastre Court Road – Change of use and works of 

                 conversion of an existing redundant & disused barn into a single dwelling                   Refused 

                 19/01458/AS  The Cottage, Budds Lane – Installation of a Sewage Treatment Plant & 

                 associated groundworks (Retrospective)                                                                       Granted        

            d)  Highways: Some drain covers seem to have been replaced.  Clerk has reported the water on  

                 the road by Waypost Nursery again and is waiting for Highways to come back to her.  Cllr

                 Venning reported a blocked drain by the track to Rugden.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Nothing to report. 


f)   Open Spaces: Nothing to report.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard: Nothing to report. 
4109.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies.


i)  Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Parkin reported on the AGM held on 3rd December. The main items discussed were increasing charges and the resurfacing of the car park.  The committee was re-elected although they are still looking for a Treasurer.


ii)  KALC AGM.  The Chairman reported on the meeting he had attended with Cllr Parkin.  To note that VE celebrations need to go on the Task List and Cllr Venning asked if the summary of the SECAMB presentation could go in the next issue of the Outlook.
4110.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
4111.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council: 14th January 2020 at 7.30pm.
4112.
Items for information: 


Clerk reported that the post box previously stolen from outside Finches Farm is expected to be replaced with a new one.

The meeting closed at 20.57hrs.
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Phil Willcocks was able to report that Chris Teesdale has very kindly offered to take over from him as Tree Warden in due course.  He also recommended the book Wilding which gives more understanding about rewilding in the countryside. 
