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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 8th September 2015 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers (Chairman), J Smith, Mrs S Mash, N Thom, P Venning, D Green, G Parkin, Community Warden Jo Voss, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk) 
3188.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess.
3189.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None 


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
At this point the meeting was adjourned for the Public Session
3190.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th July 2015: Confirmed and signed as a correct record after a spelling mistake corrected.
3191.   Matters Arising: None
3192.   Planning Application: (previously circulated to Cllrs)


15/01023/AS  Pear Tree Barn, Peening Quarter Road – Erection of an Extension.  Councillors fully supported this application.
3193.
To discuss and decide the way forward with regard to a Parish Council website:  The Chairman reminded Cllrs that it was over 3 years ago when we agreed that the Parish Council website needed improving.  Cllr Smith pointed out that huge progress has been made but it doesn't meet the necessary requirements now of having certain documentation on it.  The Chairman suggested that we now go with the free website run by Hugo Fox which has had good reviews.  All agreed. The Chairman and Clerk will put it together and it will then become the Clerk's responsibility to update it.  
3194.
Broadband update:  Cllr Venning updated the Council on actions that he had been able to take.  To be noted that planning permission had been requested to install a fibre cabinet by the Post  box in Poplar Road close to the Telephone Exchange.
3195.
Wittersham Recreation Ground (known locally as the Sports Field) update:  Cllr Smith reported that a meeting had taken place with two of the Sports Club officers, Cllr Rivers, the Clerk and himself on 4th September.  It was agreed that it would be best for the land to be held by the Parish Council in Trust in a similar way that the Parish Council is the owner of the Village Hall as Custodian Trustee but the Village Hall Committee is registered as a separate charity.  The Sports Club is already registered as a charity.  Cllrs gave their approval to the proposal that work on the Trust, lease and Constitution be carried out in advance of the bequest envisaged by Mr Mallet so that future steps can take place smoothly and that Mr Mallet can be reassured on the fulfilment of his wishes.  Approval was also given for the Clerk to write to Mr Mallet to put these steps forward. 
3196.
Local Warden Support Officer Pilot update:  Commencement of this has been put back a few months as not enough time had been given for recruitment.
3197.
CATs (Community Action Teams) project update: Deferred to next meeting
3198.
To agree the cost of groundworks for access to the proposed Cemetery extension: A quote had been received from FGS Agri Ltd via the Mallet's Land Agent, Willy Everett, for a total cost of £8,165.  Whilst it is appreciated that there will be a considerable cost to gain appropriate access not all the conditions laid down are acceptable.  It was agreed that additional quotations would be required.  We are still waiting for detailed plans which the Land Agent had agreed to prepare.
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3199.
Correspondence:

a)  Various emails from Nicholas Hurst with regard to the proposed Stocks Road Development.  Cllr Venning gave thanks to the Clerk for the preparation of this item and for the answers already given to Mr Hurst.  She had highlighted what she considered the most important questions which Councillors gave their answers to. Clerk to write a full reply.


b)  ABC – Briefing note on the impacts of the Right to Buy to rural communities.  After a full discussion it was agreed that Cllr Smith would put forward a carefully worded non party political letter for Councillors to comment on before being sent to Damian Green MP copied to Jennifer Shaw at ABC.


c)  KCC – Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2013-30 Proposed Modifications Consultation – No comment.  

For noting:

d)  Letter from Mrs Gillian Kirk with a copy of the letter she read out at the Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 2015 with regard to the proposed Stocks Road Development.  This has been acknowledged.


e)  Letter of thanks from Victim Support for our donation.


Previously forwarded by email:

f)  KALC – Operation Stack     g)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     h)  PSCO – Change of officer, now Gary Carr     i)  DCLG – 2015/16 Council Tax statistics for Parish & Town Councils     j)  ABC – Planning Training for Councillors     k)  ABC – Leader Briefing Note for Parishes     l)  KCC – Start of works notice for Rye Rd Wittersham     m)  KCPFA Newsletter     n)  PCSO Gary Carr's August Report     o)  KALC - Parish News August     p)  KALC – Variance of The Kent Permit Scheme to Comply with the Traffic Management Permit Scheme (England) (Amendment) Regulation 2015     q)  Came & Co – Council Matters Autumn 2015     r)  Kent Fire & Rescue Service – Chimney Fire Safety Campaign   

3200.  Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:    Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed.

b)  Planning:


     Decisions received from ABC:

     15/00463/AS  Underhill, Rye Road – Single storey rear infill, front, side and rear extensions,

                                        installation of flue.  Re-cladding of walls.  Replacement garage and enlarged 
                                        parking area.                                                                                           Granted

                 15/00717/AS  Malt House Farm Bungalow, Peening Quarter – Proposed Annexe  Granted

                 15/00765/AS  Stocks Retreat, Stocks Road – A Riding manege                                Granted
                 15/00887/AS  The Beeches, Blackwall Road – Change of use from private to commercial 

                                        equine establishment, plus new access tracks and extension to American Barn

                                                                                                                             Withdrawn by Applicant
                 Considered since last meeting:  

                 15/00953/AS  The Beeches, Blackwall Road – 10m x 50m extension to existing equestrian

                                        arena                                                                                                       Support
                 15/00982/AS  Stocks Mill House, Stocks Road – Replacement of 6 existing windows with

                                        double glazed timber frame and 2 doors to side and rear of dwelling (Listed

                                        Building Consent)                                                                                    Support                           

c)  Highways  - Clerk reported that the road from the Stocks Road junction to the county border had been resurfaced.

d)  Footpaths – Nothing to report

e)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Clerk informed the meeting that she had heard from the gentleman who had planted the sapling in the Cemetery.  He no longer wanted it in his garden and thought the Cemetery would be a good place to plant it. He understood why it had been moved.

3201. 
Reports for noting from Representatives on outside bodies:


VOICES – Cllr Smith reported that the delivery of the Community Led Plan to the Parish Council will be made on 25th September in the Village Hall.  Advance copies of the Plan will be available and additional information will be available on their new website which will be live on 1st October.  A copy of the plan will also be in the October copy of the Outlook on Oxney.
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3202.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised.
3203.
Date of the next Meeting of the Parish Council:  13th October 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall Club Room
3204.
Items for Information:

a)  Wittersham Film Society – The Chairman informed the meeting that the inaugural meeting had been held and films arranged for October, November and December.  These will be advertised in the Outlook on Oxney and the website etc.  It has been agreed that when films for children are arranged there will be a low charge for the child but a parent comes in for free.  There will be no unaccompanied children.


b)  The Chairman told the meeting about Whealden Wheels which can be run by the community and is something that should be looked into the near future.


d)  Cllr Smith updated the meeting on the latest position with the rebuilding of the shed adjoined to the shop.

The meeting closed at 22.10 hrs.

