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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th May 2013 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs Rivers, Smith, Mrs P Homewood, Mrs S Mash, N Thom, D Lewis, P Venning, Borough Councillor M Burgess, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
2668.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Lee Kidd, Community Warden. 
2669.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33;  None 
2670.  To elect a Chairman:  Cllr Thom nominated Cllr Rivers, seconded by Cllr Lewis.  There being no further nominations Cllr Rivers was duly elected.
2671.   To elect a Vice-Chairman:  Cllr Thom nominated Cllr Smith, seconded by Cllr Lewis.  There being no further nominations Cllr Smith was duly elected.

The meeting was adjourned for the public session. 
2672.
To elect members to Housing Committee:  Cllrs Rivers, Lewis & Mrs P Homewood.
2673.
To elect members to Village Caretaker Committee: Cllrs Rivers & Smith & to include the Clerk.
2674.
To elect members to Working Parties:


a)  Finance – Cllrs Rivers & Lewis & the Clerk


b)  Open Spaces  - Cllr Lewis

c)  Highways – Cllr Venning

d)  Footpaths – Cllr Smith


e)  Cemetery – Cllr Homewood
2675.
To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC meetings:  Cllrs Rivers & Smith
2676.
To elect 1 representative to the Police Parish Forum:  Cllr Venning
2677.
To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr Thom
2678.
To elect 1 representative to the Parish Forum: Cllr Rivers
2679.
To elect 1 representative to Tenterden Day Centre: Cllr Mash
2680.  To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th April 2013: Confirmed and signed as a correct record after a grammatical error corrected.
2681.   Matters Arising: Clerk reported that the Caretaker would be back from sick leave on 13th May.
2682. 
To approve an increase in the Caretaker's salary to £9 per hour from 1st May 2013:  This had been discussed at a Caretaker's Committee meeting some time ago.  The increase of 43p per hour was agreed.  
2683.
To form a Website Working Group:  Cllrs Venning & Thom kindly agreed to take this forward.
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2684.
Cemetery:


a)  To approve the following:


      i)  The redesignation of the boundary between the section in the Cemetery allocated for the Church of England and that for other denominations or none.  The Clerk had drawn out these sections (copy attached).  As had been discussed at previous meetings, space in the Cemetery is limited.  There has only been one burial in the Unconsecrated Section in the last 10 years.  It was agreed to reduce this area, see attached plan.

      ii)  To petition the Bishop of Dover to carry out the necessary consecration. Approved.

b)  To consider the following:


      i)  Increasing the fees.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Clerk look into charges made at other Cemeteries and to consider increasing the fees by 20% at the next meeting.

     ii)  Obtaining further land.  Various options were discussed.  It was agreed that the Council should liaise with Rev. Judy Darkins over how to take this forward.
2685.
To ratify End of Year Statement & Budget and Receipts and Payments Account.  Ratified.  Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had completed her Audit for which thanks were given.  She had listed some recommendations to which the Clerk will respond.
2686.
Annual Return:

i)  Statement of Accounts to be signed by Chairman:  Signed


ii)  Annual Governance Statement to be completed:  A copy of this had been circulated to all Cllrs and was duly completed
2687.
To discuss whether we should contact the developers of the Sweatman's Garage site to ascertain when building might start and other details: Work has since started.  It was agreed that the developers should be asked whether it was going to plan, were they expecting to make any amendments and when did they expect to finish the work. 
2688.
Local Needs Housing update: Cllr Lewis asked for the present position.  Highways had replied that it is good practice not to have more than 50 houses up a single road because of emergency vehicles hence they would not support any further development that would bring vehicles out onto Forge Meads.  Jennifer Shaw (ABC) has informed the Council that Mr Moore is interested in building local needs housing adjacent to The Meadows, would the Council support this?  It is understood that ABC had put a condition on the The Meadows development as to being the last one on that side of Poplar Road.  All agreed that the first choice for any local needs housing would be the land behind Jubilee Fields and it was considered that the Highways issue could be overcome.
2689.
To consider the Mobile Police Station initiative:  After a short discussion it was agreed that the basic concept was good but it must be well publicised.  
2690.
To discuss and agree on a reserve date for the June Parish Council meeting:  The Clerk explained that she had a granddaughter due at the beginning of June so there might have to be a change of date.  It was agreed to wait until her granddaughter was born and to then agree on a date should it be necessary.
2691.    Correspondence:


a) Came & Co – Insurance Renewal £680.58  Agreed

b)  KALC Annual Subscription £366.54 plus VAT.  Agreed 

c)  Local Council Review £16.   Agreed

d)  Dr A Lloyd-Smith re the Chest Tombs in the Churchyard.    After a short discussion it was agreed that it is important that they should be restored and the Council would support a project to do this.  It has been recommended that they should be restored within the next five years.


e)  KCC – Letter with regard to overhanging vegetation – Put forward for inclusion in the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.


f)  Wittersham VOICES – To consider a further request of £192.15 for the distribution of the Community Shop Questionnaire (this is on top of £200 already promised).  There had been a late request for further monies to pay for the pre paid envelopes used.  After a short discussion a further donation of £192.15 was agreed.  A donation for the cost of the pre paid envelopes would 
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be considered in due course on the condition that every effort is made to encourage the return of the questionnaire to various drop off points.


For noting: 


g)  Kenardington Parish Council – Caretaker Agreement letter signed


h)  KCC – Village Caretaker Scheme Agreement signed and sealed


Forwarded by E-mail:  


i)  Rural News 128     j)  KALC – Meet your Police & Crime Commissioner Events – no one able to attend.     k)  KALC – Parish News 369
2692.  To Authorise Payments:


KALC – Clerks Conference £60 plus VAT – Agreed. .

2693.
Working Party Reports:


a) Finance:

i)    Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement. Agreed

ii)   Caretaker's End of Year Statement.

b) Planning: 



    Decisions received: 


    13/00344/AS  Holiday Cottage adjacent Kingsgate Farm                    Withdrawn by Applicant

    Considered since last meeting:

    13/00224/AS  The Gothic House – Proposed replacement shed in rear garden            Support

    13/00344/AS  Holiday Cottage adjacent Kingsgate Farm – Lawful Development Certificate -                      Existing Use – Use of building as a dwelling house.                                                           Support


    13/00387/AS  The Glyndes, 15 The Street – New detached double cart shed/garage   Support

c)  Highways – Nothing to report 


d)  Footpaths –  Nothing to report


e)  Open Spaces –  Nothing to report 


f)   Cemetery & Churchyard – Nothing to report
2694.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 

a)  Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Thom gave a short report.  A profit of £600 had 
been made on the recent Tenterden 5 Mile Race and there was a Murder Mystery evening 
coming up soon.


b)  Parish Forum 24th April – Cllr Rivers reported on the meeting.
2695.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 
2696.
Date of the next full Meeting of the Parish Council:  11th June 2013 to be confirmed.
2697.
Items for information: 


a) Cllr Lewis informed the meeting that the Sports/Football Club will be hosting the Weald of Kent Juniors Tournament on 15th June.


b) Cllr Rivers has been asked to be a member of the Ambulance Users Group.


c) Cllr Rivers has also applied to be a First Responder.

The meeting closed at 22.05hrs
