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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2025 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Newton (Chairman), S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Smith, S Gill, A Lloyd-Smith, Borough Councillor J Shilton, County Councillor W Chapman and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk). 
Before the meeting commenced Cllr Chapman gave a report.  He gave an update on highway matters and informed the meeting that he will be having a meeting with Cllr Smith and parents from Stone regarding school transport.  He was asked for an update on Local Government Reorganisation and explained that KCC will be putting forward their preference of 1 KCC with 3 unitaries under it.  Any other option will increase bills.  However, Reform Councillors at KCC are 100% against LGR and Devolution.
Cllr Shilton then gave a short report saying that ABC is running a consultation on LGA explaining that Parish Councils could have more powers although probably not funding.  The planning application for the change of use at The Swan was discussed as it is now on ABC’s Planning Committee agenda for 19th December.  Cllr Newton will speak at the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllr Venning expressed his concern with some of the comments that had been put forward for supporting the application.
4893.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  None.
4894.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None.
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	There was no public session. 

4895.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th October 2025.  Agreed and signed as a correct record. 
4896.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Sports Club Lease update. The Chairman informed the meeting that the application for a CIO is still with the Charity Commission which is contemplating the objection received.  It is due to make a decision soon. 
b)  Land fronting St. John the Baptist Church update.  The Clerk is waiting to have a meeting with Cllr Chapman.
	c) Caretaker Scheme update.  The Clerk will be confirming the details with ABC once she has the 
              appropriate wording to use.  A formal letter will need to be sent to the Caretaker.
d)  Trees in the Churchyard overhanging the school playing field update.  The Clerk is waiting for further information.
e)  Highways Improvement Plan update.  The Clerk is waiting for dates for a Teams meeting from KCC  to discuss the Plan.
f)  New email addresses.  Forwarded to Councillors however they are not that easy to set up.
g)  Stocks Road development update.  The conditions on the application have yet to be agreed.  The current option on the land has run out so the application will probably come back to the Planning Committee in December. 

4897.	Planning Application:  
	PA/2025/1986  Trybairn, Blackwall Road – Variation on condition 8 (Biodiversity) of Planning   
              Application 19/00628/AS to allow for additional time to implement the condition.  After a short 
             discussion it was agreed not to make any comment.
	
4898.	To consider items for inclusion in the proposed budget for 2026/27.  The Clerk had forwarded the draft proposed budget for Councillors to consider.  An amount has been allowed for Capital Projects.
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4899.	Correspondence:  There wasn’t any.	

4900.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Clerk was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks for getting the area around the War Memorial ready for the Remembrance Service.  A short discussion followed regarding closing the road in future for the 2 Minutes Silence.  Cllr Gill pointed out that the Triangle wall needs repairing.  Clerk to ask the Caretaker to look at it.
b)  Finance:  Monthly Transaction Statements.  Noted. 
c)   Planning:
      Decisions Received:   None      
d)  Open Spaces.  Cllr Lloyd-Smith had nothing to report.
e)  Highways – The Clerk had received a request from Cliff Harman for a Stocks Road road sign as there isn’t one along this road at all.  Cllr Shilton offered to find out who the Clerk should contact at ABC.
f)   Public Rights of Way – The Clerk had asked Tim Piper to reinstate the paths across the fields that have been planted with crops which he has agreed to do and to repair any stiles that need it.
g)  Cemetery/Churchyard – The Planning Application form has been completed and sent to ABC. 

4901.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  Tuesday 9th December 2025 at 7pm, preceded by refreshments at 6.45pm.

4902.	Items for Information:
1.  The Clerk gave a short report on the ICCM Q & A Seminar she had attended
2.  Also the Clear Councils Webinar she had attended.
3.  And the Scribe Clerk Stories she had attended.
4.  Cllr Gill asked if the Clerk had received any nominations for the KALC Award.  She had received two so far.  The decision will be made at the January meeting in Closed Session.

	The meeting closed at 20.33hrs.



