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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th February 2019 in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith (Chairman), S Mash, P Venning, G Parkin, A Lloyd-Smith, C Sykes, L Brown, 3 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk).
3929.
(i) Declaration by Members of any Interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors' Interests and related matters; None


(ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011, s.33; None 


(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded

3930.
Apologies & reasons for absence:  Borough Councillor M Burgess,  PCSOs Kate Richards & Luke Jones, Community Warden Jo Vos and Volunteer Support Warden Lee Phelan.

At this point the Meeting was adjourned for the Public Session.  See appendix at the end of the Minutes.  
3931.  To confirm Minutes of the meeting held on 8th January 2019:  Confirmed as a correct 

            record. 

3932.
Matters Arising: 

i)  Change of KCC policy on Free School Transport update.  Response still awaited from Roger Gough to Chairman's letter together with documents requested.


ii) Police Parish Forum update.  Invitation received from PCSOs Kate Richards & Luke Jones to attend a meeting with them on 22nd March with the parishes in their area & asking for a venue.  Agreed to offer the Club Room.


iii) Defining Village Confines update.  Clerk had forwarded Council's views as agreed and had been asked if we had a preference as to whether Wittersham House was within the red line defining the confines or outside it.  Clerk had replied that the Council had no preference one way or the other.


iv)  Position of RBL tree to be planted on The Green.  Clerk had met with RBL members and the Caretaker.  It has been suggested that a walnut tree be planted almost in the middle of The Green.  In this position it does not detract from the view of the War Memorial.  Councillors agreed to this position.
3933.
Planning Application:


19/00040/AS  Safala, Stocks Road – Single storey extension & two storey rear extension (revision to 18/01490/AS)  Agreed to support this application.


19/00069/AS  Lordings, Peening Quarter – Proposed detached garage.  Agreed to support this application.

To note – 19/00092/AS Wittersham War Memorial – Addition of two names.  Now out for consultation.
3934.
SIDs update.  Clerk reported that ABC has agreed position of pole at the top of Lloyds Green.  
Licence to be signed for one year, to be reviewed in a year's time.  KCC want to see a copy of 
the licence to ensure that it is adequate for the required works.  Also needs all three sites to go 
out for consultation.  Outlook on Oxney, Nextdoor, Facebook, Website, Notice boards and 
nearest two neighbours.
3935.
Housing Needs Survey Results results.  There had been 158 replies which indicated a need 
for 7 affordable homes, 3 of which are for older households.  In addition the results indicated a 
need for 7 open market homes for older households and 1 private rented property for an older 
household.  After a full discussion it was agreed to initially send the survey to ABC for their 
considered view. An edited version, without the comments made by residents, would be 
available to the public.
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3936.
Bench on The Green.  Two quotes had been received for renovating the bench. £430 from Cllr 
Parkin and £435 approx. from the Caretaker.  Cllr Parkin's quote was accepted.  The bench will 
include the words 'Lest we forget' on it.  Howard Oliver will assist Cllr Parkin.

3937.   Land Holdings update and agree quote from Invicta Law.  Following the meeting held with

            them on 14th January the following estimates have been received:-  For registering the land     

            containing the War Memorial, The Green, Coronation Field and the Bus Shelter £350 plus VAT 

            For the Village Hall and Car Park £480 plus Vat and the same for the Cemetery as these were

            not so straight forward.   Agreed to proceed.

3938.   PROW AT90  Suggestion from KCC that the Parish Council gives some funding towards the cost

            of resurfacing the footpath.  The estimated cost is £3000.  Councillors agreed, with one 

            abstention, to give £300.

3939.   Proposal for possible fibre broadband in Wittersham.  The Chairman had circulated 

            information on this.  A company is interested in putting a link in from Chilmington Green through

            a number of villages to Wittersham and on.  It would come to The Stocks and The Street.  Spurs

            could run off it but it would depend on demand.  The company is asking for our support in 

            putting it to the village.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Chairman could go back 

            to the company with our support.

3940.   Invicta Law quote for £300-£400 pursuant to proposal in January meeting. Minute no. 3926

            Cllr Sykes proposed and Cllr Venning seconded that this be accepted.  All agreed.

3941.   National Salary Scale increase award.  Cllr Parkin proposed and Cllr Sykes seconded that the 

            increase of just under 3% for the Clerk be agreed, to commence on 1st April 2019.  Agreed.

3942.   Date and format for Annual Parish Meeting.  Agreed 18th April 2019.  Invite newcomers to the 

            village as well as County Councillor Mike Hill and Borough Councillor Mick Burgess.

3943.
Correspondence:


a)  Victim Support – request for donation.  £50 agreed.

            b)  ABC – Street Scene – Great British Spring Clean 22nd March to 23rd April.  Cllr Parkin agreed to look into organising this in the village for which he was thanked.

            c)  Air Ambulance – request for donation deferred from June 2018 meeting.  There is a balance of £120 in the budget for donations.  After a full discussion it was agreed to give £60 to the Air Ambulance and £60 to Ashford Porchlight.


Previously Circulated:  d) Arbour – Winter 2018     e)  Clerks & Councils Direct January 2019

Previously Circulated by email:

f)  Kent Minerals & Waste Local Plan 2013-30; Mineral Sites Plan & Early Partial Review


g)  KALC – Introduction to Planning – Speldhurst     h)  KALC – Charity Law flyer     i)  KALC – 
2018 KALC AGM – Draft Minutes     j)  News from the High Weald AONB Partnership     

 
k)  NALC sends out open letter to its 100,000 councillors      l)  WKPS February Lunch     

  
m)  National CSSC Green Message – NCTPHQ Bulletin 23/01/19     n)  Notification of 
Submission of Rother District DaSA Local Plan    o)   ABC – Parish Briefing Note no. 81      
p)  KALC Annual Planning Conference     q)  KALC – Minutes of Ashford Area Committee 
meeting of 23rd January     r)  KALC – Ethical Standards in Local Government     s)  NHS South 
Kent Coast CCG – first Engagement meeting 13th February     t)  Message from Kent Police – UK 
Protect National Bulletin      u)  KCC Public Health media release – Kent teenagers launch 
podcast for 'Time to Talk' Day     v)  Latest news from the High Weald AONB Partnership     


w)  Have we Got Rural News For You: Rural Kent e-newsletter 1st Feb.     x)  ABC – Parish 
Briefing Note 82    y)  WKPS Planning News February
3944.
Payments for Authorisation: 


KCC – VSW Contribution 2018/19 £585.  Agreed
3945.
Working Party Reports:


a)  Caretaker's:  Clerk reported on the meeting held in Kenardington.  The Councillor most concerned about the scheme had not attended.  Everyone else was very happy at the way it was running.
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b)  Finance: Monthly Transaction Statement including Caretaker Transaction Statement.  Agreed. 


c)  Planning:                                                        
                 Decisions received: 

                 18/01505/AS  Part of garden north of Poplar Farm House                                      Granted             


     18/0129/AS  Cemetery Extension – Withdrawn to be resubmitted when further information  
               gained.

d)  Highways: Nothing to report.

e)  Public Rights of Way: Cllr. Lloyd-Smith reported that the gates along the river were not good


f)   Open Spaces:  Request from Rev. Judy Darkins to have a separate dog bin by the village hall as it is not hygienic for dog poo to be put in an open bin close to users of the hall.  Clerk suggested a label asking that the dog poo bin up the road be used instead.  Agreed.


g)  Cemetery & Churchyard:  Nothing to report. 

3946.
Date of next Planning Meeting:  to be advised. 

3947
Date of the next meeting of the Parish Council:  12th March 2019 at 7.30pm
3948.
Items for information: 


i)    Bike Security Marking has been arranged for Thursday 21st February in the Club Room. Cllr Venning asked Cllr Parkin how providing WiFi in the Club Room was progressing.  Cllr Parkin reported that it was in hand but nothing definate had been arranged yet.
 
ii)   Defibrillator training has been arranged for Saturday 23rd February in the Village Hall.


iii)  Clerk read out the PCSO's report.


iv)  Cllr Parkin reported that the Hall will be closed for a week while the flat roof is repaired. Date unknown.


v)   The Chairman reported on the Tenterden Town Forum he had attended.  He had mentioned the SID delays.  County Councillor Mike Hill gave a briefing on the KCC budget and Highways are recommending a 50mph limit on the B2082 between Smallhythe and Tenterden.


The meeting was adjourned while the following item was discussed

vi)  Cllr Venning asked if we could look at the Call for evidence by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government on the development of a new Communities Framework                             and gave suggestions as to the responses which could be made.

3949.
To resolve, by the nature of the sensitivity of the next items, to exclude the public. Proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes and agreed.


i)  Brexit Planning – Agreed there were no specific actions to be taken at this stage of uncertainty, but the Council remains committed to current service levels and to do what it can to assist should subsequent events require. 


Proposed by Cllr Parkin and seconded by Cllr Mash and agreed.


ii)  The Swan Inn – Further discussion of options for the building to be brought back into use as licensed premises.

.

The meeting closed at 22.10 hrs 
Appendix to this meeting.

Summary of Public Session.
Planning Applications:


19/00040/AS  Safala, Stocks Road. - Roger Parker informed the meeting that although he had originally registered his objection with ABC he had since met with the applicant and is now content to withdraw his objection.
Other Matters:

Mrs Miriam Lewis stated that she was surprised to see on the agenda that the Cemetery extension planning application had been withdrawn.  Clerk explained the reason.
